
INTRODUCTION 

Following the wishes of Commonwealth Education Minis ters , the 
Commonwealth Secretariat has given high priori ty to technical education and 
industrial training, and in 1966 organized a Commonwealth Conference on 
the Education and Training of Technicians which was held at the 
Huddersfield College of Education (Technical). Taking their lead from this 
Conference, and endorsing its recommendations, the Fourth and Fifth 
Commonwealth Education Conferences gave a more specific remit to the 
Secretariat to develop activities in support of technician education. The 
practical training of technicians in industry and the training of technical 
teachers are two areas in which the Secretar iat has been investigating a 
generally inadequate provision of facilities • 

In 1974 the Secretar iat commissioned Mr A. MacLennan, former 
Principal of the Huddersfield College of Education (Technical) and host to 
the 1966 Conference, to write a book which would develop and update the 
thinking of that Conference, This was published under the title "Educating 
and Training Technicians" in December 1975. The Secretar iat also saw the 
need to provide key personnel in this area with opportunities to exchange 
views, examine pressing needs and problems, and identify possible solutions. 
It was thought that this could best be done in the form of a seminar or work-
shop conducted on a regional bas i s . 

The Hong Kong Government kindly offered to host such a seminar for 
the Commonwealth countries in the two great regions of Asia and the Pacific. 
Throughout 1976, planning of the seminar proceeded in conjunction with the 
Hong Kong Department of Education. In Hong Kong a working party was set 
up to ca r ry preparations forward in greater detail . The Commonwealth 
Secretariat wishes to record its gratitude to the Department, to the 
Hong Kong Polytechnic and to the members of the working party for their 
meticulous and comprehensive preparat ions . 

The objectives of the seminar were to consider the various ways in 
which the partnership between technical education and industry can be 
developed in order to make education and training more effective ; to study 
information contributed by each participating country about its training 
legislation, organization and institutions; to exchange ideas about how 
industry can best provide practical training complementary to institutional 
courses ; to discuss standards and content of technical education, as well 
as examinations and awards ; to consider specifically the technician level of 
education and training, the level at which the closest partnership between 
institutions and industry is vitally needed; and finally to recommend follow-
up measures and arrangements which will be helpful to developing countries 
in meeting their needs for technical manpower, whether on their own or in 
co-operation with other Commonwealth countries. Eleven Commonwealth and 
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associa ted countr ies in Asia and the Pac i f i c , besdies Hong Kong, accepted 
invitations to send delegates to the seminar : Bangladesh, Brune i , F i j i , 
India , Malays ia , Papua New Guinea, S ingapore , Solomon I s l a n d s , S r i Lanka , 
Tonga, and Western Samoa. An o b s e r v e r from Niger ia a lso attended by 
inviat ion. 

It was decided to organize the seminar in the form of t h r e e separa te 
p r o j e c t s , and to sub-divide each of these p ro jec t s into four consti tuent 
t o p i c s . The forty delegates and o b s e r v e r s were divided into four s epa ra t e 
groups to cons ider these t o p i c s , and each group was ass igned to make an 
appra isa l of p r e s e n t s i tua t ions , both in national and genera l t e r m s , and 
cons ider poss ib le improvements o r innovations in the re levant l eg i s la t ion , 
o rgan iza t ions , ins t i tu t ions , and a r rangements for technician t r a i n i n g . 

OPENING CEREMONY 

The seminar was held in the Lee Gardens Hote l , Hong Kong, between 
28 September and 7 Oc tobe r , 1976 and was opened by Dr the Honourable 
S . Y . Chung, Sen io r Unofficial Member of the Legis la t ive Counci l , leading 
indus t r i a l i s t , and Chairman of the Polytechnic Board of G o v e r n o r s , who was 
introduced by the Honourable Kenneth W . J . Topley , D i rec to r of Educat ion . 
Dr Chung r e f e r r e d to the development gap between the advanced and the 
developing c o u n t r i e s , which l ay pa r t i cu l a r l y in the d i spa r i ty in leve ls of 
science and technology between these two g r o u p s . He pointed out t ha t , in 
o r d e r to nar row the gap , the rec ip ient country must have the capaci ty and 
capabili ty to accept a t r a n s f e r of technology. Hong Kong had to follow the 
footsteps of the indus t r ia l ly advanced count r ies so that i t could be competitive 
wor ld-wide , in t e rms of p r i c e , quali ty and technology. F o r th i s r e a s o n , 
Dr Chung saw the development of technical education and indus t r ia l t ra in ing 
as being of vital importance to the future wel l -being of Hong Kong. He said 
tha t , by the end of the 1970s, Hong Kong should be able to provide sufficient 
technical education faci l i t ies for a total enrolment of 50 ,000 ful l - t ime, p a r t -
time day and evening s tudents • The Government and indus t ry w e r e making 
joint efforts to provide faci l i t ies to th is end . 

In thanking Dr Chung for h is opening r e m a r k s , and the Hong Kong 
Government for host ing the seminar and placing generous r e s o u r c e s at i t s 
d i sposa l , M r B . F . C . Fong , Ass is tan t D i r e c t o r , Education Divis ion , 
Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t , mentioned, i n t e r a l i a , that the r e p o r t of the 
seminar would be placed before the Commonwealth Education Min i s t e r s at the 
Seventh Commonwealth Education Conference in A c c r a , Ghana, in March 
1977; they would be i n t e r e s t ed espec ia l ly in the p rac t i ca l act ions which 
delegates recommended a s a r e s u l t of t he i r d e l i b e r a t i o n s . M r Fong asked the 
seminar to p lace the emphasis of d i scuss ions and recommendations on the 
technician l e v e l . He recognised that the l e s s developed count r ies were only 
now beginning to introduce education and t ra in ing at this l e v e l , but they in 
p a r t i c u l a r might be able to benefit from m e a s u r e s of regional co-opera t ion 
which he hoped would be among the recommendations of the s e m i n a r . He made 
it c l e a r that the Commcmwealth S e c r e t a r i a t , when sponsor ing education 
seminars o r confe rences , aimed to ensu re that p r ac t i ca l action would r e s u l t 
in some form o r o t h e r , o r p re fe rab ly in s eve ra l fo rms , which would help to 
solve or ea se problemat ical s i tuat ions faced by member c o u n t r i e s . 

On the p roposa l of Mr Fong , Mr Topley , l e a d e r of the Hong Kong 
delegat ion, was e lected Chairman of the seminar by genera l acc la im. 
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