
PREFACE 

The or ig i n o f th i s publicat io n goe s bac k t o th e Fift h Commonwealt h Educatio n Conferenc e 
held i n C a n b e r r a , Aus t ra l i a i n 1971 . Whe n th e T e n - y e a r Revie w o f th e Commonwealt h 
Scho la r sh ip an d Fel lowshi p Pla n wa s bein g d i s c u s s e d , th e subjec t o f u n r e s t an d violenc e 
on un ive r s i t y campuse s wa s v e r y muc h i n th e mind s o f al l p a r t i c i p a n t s , espec ia l l y th e 
academics . On e o f th e recommendation s whic h emanate d fro m th e Conferenc e calle d 
for s tep s t o improv e th e quali t y o f teachin g i n un ive r s i t i e s a s on e posi t iv e wa y o f 
reducing tens ion s o n campuses . I t wa s suggeste d tha t a  su rve y o f programme s i n 
opera t ion designe d t o improv e un ive r s i t y teachin g woul d b e a  usefu l s t a r t in g point . 

At th e t ime , however , t h e r e we r e to o fe w suc h programme s i n ex is tenc e t o enabl e 
the su rve y t o b e p r e p a r e d . Neve r the l e s s i n t e r e s t gre w i n th e subjec t spontaneousl y -
not onl y i n th e Unite d Kingdom , Canad a an d Aus t r a l i a , bu t a ls o i n un ive r s i t i e s i n man y 
developing c o u n t r i e s . Thi s le d t o th e rapi d emergenc e o f a  va r i e t y o f programme s i n 
many Commonwealt h u n i v e r s i t i e s . Consequent ly , i t becam e opportun e t o tak e u p th e 
su rvey recommende d b y th e C a n b e r r a Confe rence . Suc h a  su rvey , i t wa s felt , woul d 
s e r v e no t onl y t o d isseminat e informatio n concernin g wor k a l r ead y i n p r o g r e s s a t 
nat ional l eve l , bu t als o t o br in g toge the r thos e workin g i n th i s fiel d throughou t th e 
Commonwealth. 

La rge ly i n r e s p o n s e t o th e d i s cus s ion s a t C a n b e r r a , w e hav e confine d ou r se lve s t o 
un ive r s i ty teachin g an d hav e no t include d o the r ins t i tu t ion s o f h ighe r learn in g wher e 
s imi lar programme s ex i s t . A t th e nationa l l eve l , however , cons idera t io n o f thes e 
programmes i s no t confine d t o un ive r s i t i e s an d ofte n t ake s not e o f development s i n 
polytechnics an d col lege s o f educat ion . 

We woul d lik e h e r e t o e x p r e s s ou r thank s t o thos e wh o hav e a s s i s t e d u s i n th e compila -
tion o f thi s s u r v e y . Th e su rve y o f programme s i n th e Unite d Kingdo m wa s c a r r i e d ou t 
by M r . Ale x Main , formerl y Co-ordina t in g an d R e s e a r c h Office r o f th e Committe e 
for th e t ra in in g o f Univers i t y T e a c h e r s se t u p b y th e Committe e o f Vic e Chance l lor s 
and P r i n c i p a l s . A  s imi la r su rve y o f programme s i n Aust ra l i a an d Ne w Zealan d wa s th e 
work o f Dr . T e r r y H o r e , D i rec to r o f th e Highe r Educatio n Advisor y an d Researc h 
Unit o f Monas h Univers i t y wh o wa s a s s i s t e d b y M r . Phil i p Bradbury , Senio r Lec tu re r 
at th e Nort h Eas t Londo n Po ly techn ic . 

We a r e a ls o indebte d t o P r o f e s s o r Bruc e M . Shor e an d Mis s Jane t G . Donal d o f 
McGill Unive r s i ty , au thor s o f "A n Inde x o f Pedagogica l S e r v i c e s i n Canadia n College s 
and Un ive r s i t i e s " ( r ev i se d i n 1976) , an d t o th e Cen t r e fo r Learn in g an d Developmen t 
at McGil l Univers i t y fo r pe rmiss io n t o us e mater ia l fro m thi s index . W e a r e pa r t i cu -
l a r ly gratefu l t o al l t h o s e , espec ia l l y i n th e u n i v e r s i t i e s , wh o gav e the i r tim e t o 
completing th e ques t ionna i re s w e sen t ou t an d t o respondin g s o read i l y t o ou r r eques t s 
for co l l abora t ion . 

We a r e confiden t tha t i n additio n t o publicizin g th e wor k tha t i s a l r ead y bein g don e i n 
var ious p a r t s o f th e Commonwealth , thi s surve y wil l provid e a n adde d stimulu s t o th e 
growing i n t e r e s t i n th e subjec t o f th e improvemen t o f un ive r s i t y teaching . W e t rus t 
that i t wil l a l s o lea d t o a n e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g d e g r e e o f co -opera t io n i n th i s fiel d a t 
both nationa l an d Commonwealt h level s amon g un ive r s i t y t e a c h e r s a s wel l a s amon g 
un ivers i ty a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , durin g a n e r a i n whic h studen t u n r e s t seem s t o promis e a t 
least som e r e s p i t e . 

F ina l ly , w e hop e tha t desp i t e i t s l imitat ion s i n scope , th e su rve y wil l i n som e measur e 
encourage u n i v e r s i t i e s , pa r t i cu l a r l y i n developin g Commonwealt h coun t r i e s , t o giv e 
a g r e a t e r recogni t io n t o th e need , fo r th e improvemen t o f pedagog y i n th e un ivers i t i e s 
and so  t o es tab l i s h o r develo p s imi la r programme s of  the i r own . I f i t succeed s eve n 
in som e degre e i n achievin g thes e a s p i r a t i o n s , i t wil l hav e justifie d it s publication . 
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