
CONFERENCE RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Educational authori t ies should ensure that : 

(a) The development of learning mater ia ls evolves from the 
aims and objectives of education, and from the requirements of 
the curr iculum and the needs of the l e a r n e r . 

(b) There is close interact ion and co-operat ion between 
t eachers and those who a r e developing new cur r icu la and 
educational mater ia ls for use in schools . 

(c) Teachers r e c e i v e , as an integral pa r t of p r e - s e r v i c e 
and in - se rv i ce t ra in ing , whatever instruct ion they need to 
enable them to take full advantage of the equipment and mater ials 
that may be available to a s s i s t them in the i r work. 

(d) When budgets for the purchase of new equipment a r e 
being p r e p a r e d , or cont rac ts a r e being awarded, long-term 
considerat ions of supply and support should be borne in mind 
as well as short - t ime financial benefi ts . Qualit ies of durabil i ty 
and simplicity a r e often preferable to ideal s tandards of refinement 
and sophist icat ion. 

(e) Selection committees for textbooks and other educational 
mater ia ls a re fully represen ta t ive of all those groups that can 
contribute to the selection p r o c e s s . 

(f) P rocedu re s for supplying textbooks and other school 
mater ia ls should be designed to al leviate financial s t ra in on 
p a r e n t s . 

(g) Consideration is given to setting up audio-visual 
advisory groups to invest igate and make recommendations for 
the technical s t anda rds , pu rchase , s torage and utilization of 
equipment and ma te r i a l s . 

(h) Any equipment for use in schools i s accompanied by 
operation and se rv ice manuals plus an adequate range of 
spa re pa r t s and a c c e s s o r i e s . 

(i) Mobile maintenance units a r e provided where other 
arrangements for servicing and repa i r ing equipment a re 
unsat is factory . 

(j) Well-staffed advisory se rv ices a r e available to support 
t eachers in thei r work, par t i cu la r ly in educational systems that 
a re being expanded and developed rapidly. 

(k) Financial and other forms of ass i s tance a re available 
to support local init iatives in the provision of mater ia ls for 
formal and non-formal education. 
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(1) Informat ion abou t a p p r o p r i a t e p r a c t i c e s and m a t e r i a l s 
a s s o c i a t e d with e d u c a t i o n a l t e chno logy i s w i d e l y d i s s e m i n a t e d . 

2 . G o v e r n m e n t s a r e u r g e d t o : 

(a ) Conduc t a s u r v e y of l e a r n i n g and t e a c h i n g r e s o u r c e s 
a v a i l a b l e in t h e i r s c h o o l s with a v i ew to c o - o r d i n a t i n g and 
making the mos t e f fec t ive u s e of t h e m . 

(b) P a y p a r t i c u l a r a t t en t ion t o , and p r o v i d e a d e q u a t e human 
and m a t e r i a l r e s o u r c e s f o r , the p r o d u c t i o n of l e a r n i n g and 
t e a c h i n g r e s o u r c e s d e v e l o p e d from e a s i l y - a v a i l a b l e and i n e x p e n s i v e 
l o c a l m a t e r i a l s . 

(c) P r o v i d e a p p r o p r i a t e s u p p o r t for p e r s o n n e l invo lved in 
c u r r i c u l u m d e v e l o p m e n t , m a t e r i a l s p r o d u c t i o n , and i n - s e r v i c e 
t r a i n i n g . 

(d) E s t a b l i s h t a p e copying and e x c h a n g e s e r v i c e s a s a 
n e c e s s a r y s u p p o r t to e d u c a t i o n a l b r o a d c a s t i n g . 

(e) M a k e s p e c i a l p r o v i s i o n of t e a c h i n g m a t e r i a l s for the 
t e a c h i n g and l e a r n i n g n e e d s of h a n d i c a p p e d c h i l d r e n . 

(f) E n s u r e t h a t a id p r o g r a m m e s a r e d i r e c t e d to mee t ing 
p r i o r i t y n e e d s of r e c i p i e n t c o u n t r i e s , and t h a t the fo l low-up 
imp l i ca t i ons a r e d e t e r m i n e d a t t he i n i t i a l p l ann ing s t a g e . 

(g) E n c o u r a g e t e a c h i n g about the Commonweal th by 
p r o v i d i n g m a s t e r s e t s of m a t e r i a l about t h e i r own c o u n t r y for u s e 
by o t h e r s on a c o p y r i g h t - f r e e b a s i s , w h e r e n e c e s s a r y with 
a s s i s t a n c e from the Commonweal th S e c r e t a r i a t . 

3 . The Commonweal th S e c r e t a r i a t ( in a s s o c i a t i o n with o t h e r a g e n c i e s and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s w h e r e a p p r o p r i a t e ) shou ld c o n s i d e r : 

(a ) D i s s e m i n a t i n g a s w ide ly a s p o s s i b l e among m e m b e r 
c o u n t r i e s , in fo rmat ion on d e v e l o p m e n t s in e d u c a t i o n a l e q u i p m e n t , 
educa t i ona l m a t e r i a l s , and r e l a t e d t e a c h i n g and l e a r n i n g 
p r o c e d u r e s . 

(b) E s t a b l i s h i n g a c l e a r i n g h o u s e which would a s s i s t 
Commonweal th c o u n t r i e s to ob ta in r e p r o d u c t i o n r i g h t s fo r 
e d u c a t i o n a l m a t e r i a l s among member c o u n t r i e s . 

(c) Reach ing a g r e e m e n t on a common s y s t e m of c a t a l o g u i n g 
non-book m a t e r i a l s . 

(d) I n v e s t i g a t i n g t he d e s i g n of equ ipmen t , i nc lud ing 
u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d e q u i p m e n t , which m e e t s t h e e d u c a t i o n a l n e e d s of 
member c o u n t r i e s , and d i s s e m i n a t i n g the r e s u l t s of t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

(e) A s s i s t i n g m e m b e r c o u n t r i e s in e v a l u a t i n g e d u c a t i o n a l 
equipment and m a t e r i a l s , in a m a n n e r t h a t t a k e s in to a c c o u n t 
t h e i r c o s t s and t h e i r b e n e f i t s . 

(f) A s s i s t i n g the i n t e r c h a n g e of e d u c a t o r s be tween 
Commonwealth c o u n t r i e s for s h o r t p e r i o d s so a s to e n a b l e them 
to gain i n s i g h t s in to t e a c h i n g p r a c t i c e s and the p r e p a r a t i o n and 
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provision of educational materials. 

(g) Collecting and disseminating information on the 
experience gained by Commonwealth countries in various forms 
of individualized and group learning procedures. 

(h) Setting up regional centres for initiating educational 
research and development and for improving communications 
between the Secretariat and member countries. 

(i) Encouraging and providing assistance for national 
and regional programmes relating to educational materials. 

(j) Consulting with appropriate organizations about the 
qualities required of educational equipment and materials 
to be used and stored in regions of climatic difficulty. 

(k) Encourage research into ways in which schools can 
make use of materials that are normally discarded. 

4. Commmonwealth countries with similar problems in the preparation and pro-
vision of educational materials should endeavour to pool their experience. 

5. Countries at different levels of development should endeavour to co-operate 
in the design, production and exchange of educational materials on a bilateral and 
regional basis. 
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