
PREFACE 

The rapi d adoptio n o f intensive poultr y keepin g method s ha s give n 
rise t o many diseas e problem s i n developing countries . Fo r 
presumptive diagnosi s an d emergenc y treatmen t o f these diseases , 
developing countrie s generall y hav e t o depend o n sub-professiona l 
staff. Experienc e ha s show n tha t the lac k o f easily understand -
able technica l literatur e i s a  major constrain t i n fiel d diagnosi s 
and th e development o f the poultr y industry . 

It is hoped tha t thi s handboo k wil l prov e usefu l t o fiel d staf f 
and poultr y farmer s i n need o f concis e and  readil y accessibl e 
information o n som e commo n poultr y diseases . T o help on-the-spo t 
preliminary diagnosi s an d earl y treatment , particular emphasi s ha s 
been place d o n clinica l sign s an d post-morte m observations . Fo r 
confirmatory diagnosi s an d contro l o f disease, appropriat e 
veterinary assistance , including th e submission o f proper specimen s 
to a diagnostic laborator y ar e usuall y necessary . T o assis t fiel d 
staff and  poultr y farmer s i n doing this , guidance ha s bee n provide d 
on specimen s require d fo r diagnosis, as ther e i s no clea r 
information o n th e subjec t i n published literature . 

In writing thi s handboo k ever y effor t ha s bee n made t o ensure tha t 
the languag e i s simple an d within th e understandin g o f field staf f 
and poultr y farmer s a s judged b y readershi p test s conducte d i n 
Zambian colleges . However , the us e of some scientifi c terminolog y 
is unavoidable . I t is not intende d a s a substitute fo r standar d 
comprehensive textbook s an d othe r publishe d literatur e o n avia n 
diseases an d a  bibliography ha s been include d fo r thos e desirou s 
of further reading . 

This handboo k ha s bee n prepare d b y Dr. R.N. Sharma, CFTC Poultr y 
Pathologist assigne d t o the Government o f Zambia, and publishe d b y 
the Food Productio n an d Rura l Developmen t Divisio n o f th e 
Commonwealth Secretariat . 
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