
PROGRAMME OF TRAINING AND SUPERVISION 

FOR THE EFFICIENT USE OF SCHOOL SCIENCE EQUIPMENT 

AND THE DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION RELATING TO THEIR USE 

In d iscuss ing production of sc ience equipment in the Car ibbean a necess i ty 
which the meeting had e a r l i e r identified was to ensu re that the equipment p r o -
duced would be put to the bes t advantage . It had been suggested that the re 
should be adequate t e ache r p r e p a r a t i o n , both at the p r e - s e r v i c e and in - se rv i ce 
l e v e l s , and that the t eache r education programmes should include some training 
in the p repara t ion and use of equipment. During the d i scuss ion of the lead 
paper on "Programme of Training and Superv is ion for the Efficient Use of 
School Sc ience Equipment and the Dissemination of Information Relating to 
their U s e " , the meeting focused i ts attention on the development and es tab l i sh -
ment of i n - s e r v i c e t ra ining c e n t r e s at l oca l , sub- reg iona l and regional l e v e l s . 
It d i scussed the s t r u c t u r e , o rganiza t ion , management and equipment of such 
c e n t r e s . 

Car ibbean Regional I n -Se rv i ce Tra in ing Cour se for Sc ience T e a c h e r s 

The meeting agreed that l ike the proposa l for a Car ibbean-wide production unit , 
d i scussed e a r l i e r , the establ ishment of a Car ibbean regional t ra ining cen t re 
should be looked upon as a long- term goal whi le , in the meantime, attempts a re 
made to set up local t ra ining c e n t r e s . 

Local t ra ining c e n t r e s should be es tab l i shed to under take i n - s e rv i ce 
t ra ining programmes for t e a c h e r s and technicians in the use of school science 
equipment r e l a t ed to the local cu r r i cu lum. Such bodies should also l ia i se 
with t eache r t ra ining co l l eges , min i s t r i es of educat ion, cur r icu lum develop-
ment c e n t r e s , and r e s o u r c e c e n t r e s , and organize workshops where prototype 
equipment could be developed and produced . 

It was fur ther suggested that if it was n e c e s s a r y to si te a cen t re within 
an exist ing ins t i tu t ion, c a r e should be taken to ensu re that i ts d i r ec to r and 
staff should be dis t inct from those of the host inst i tut ion, although the staff of 
the l a t t e r could be expected to help when r eques t ed , with work of the training 
c e n t r e . 

It was recognized that in some t e r r i t o r i e s more than one cen t re would 
be r equ i r ed to ensu re that t e a c h e r s requi r ing t ra in ing did not have to t rave l 
long d i s t a n c e s . In such c a s e s it was suggested that co-ord ina t ion would be 
done by the Minis t ry of Educat ion , o r the Science T e a c h e r s ' Associat ion 
where such a body ex i s ted . In any c a s e , the Minis t ry of Education should be 
involved in work at t ra ining c e n t r e s s ince it would ult imately be r equ i red to 
provide funds for t he i r opera t ion . F u r t h e r , in o r d e r to en su re that the cen t res 
would be effect ive, the quest ion of i n t e r - t e r r i t o r i a l co-opera t ion aimed at co -
ordinating and monitoring the i r act ivi t ies was r a i s e d . It was suggested that 
the Car ibbean Regional Organizat ion of Associa t ions for Sc ience Educat ion, 
or another appropr ia te organizat ion such as the Car ibbean Regional Science 
P ro j ec t , be reques ted to perform the functions of a regional monitoring body. 
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Teacher Centres 

Because teacher centres have a very important role to play in improving the 
quality of teachers , many countries have already established such cent res . 
Depending on size, need and means, a terr i tory may decide to set up one centre 
or a number of cent res . Where such teacher centres existed, the need for 
setting up special centres for science teachers would be obviated. 

The meeting agreed that such centres should be set up in Commonwealth 
Caribbean countries. Accordingly, the Commonwealth Secretar iat was 
requested to provide information about the equipment, organization and manage-
ment of such centres . 

Existing Media Facilities 

It was generally agreed that the dissemination of knowledge about the use of 
educational materials was linked with teacher training in that any teachers who 
have undertaken a course are potential sources of information in their school 
and in the community as a whole. However, the meeting decided to explore 
other forms of disseminating information. Media facilities existing in the 
countries represented are radio, television stations, newspapers, information 
bulletins of science teachers' associations, government information services , 
and films. 

The table on page 21 gives the position of such facilities in the 
countries represented at the Seminar/Workshop. It was suggested that 
governments should be encouraged to make more extensive and effective use 
of these facilities. 
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