
COMMONWEALTH CO-OPERATION IN THE 

MANUFACTURE, SUPPLY AND USE OF SCHOOL SCIENCE EQUIPMENT 

One of the functions of the Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t is to encourage and 
promote co-opera t ion among member countr ies in the field of educat ion. Four 
main ways in which this is done a r e : organizing confe rences , seminars and 
workshops; ca r ry ing out r e s e a r c h ; collecting and disseminating information; 
and organizing and supporting t raining c o u r s e s . 

It was pointed out that in performing its tasks the Commonwealth 
S e c r e t a r i a t works c losely with internat ional agencies l ike UNESCO and the 
World Confederation of Organizat ions of the Teaching Profess ion (WCOTP), 
regional organizat ions like CARICOM, and national organizat ions like the 
Br i t i sh Council , thus avoiding unneces sa ry duplication of effort . Also , the 
Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t t r i e s to keep in touch with t e a c he r s ' organizat ions 
and professional t e a c h e r s ' a s soc i a t i ons , pa r t i cu la r ly in the i r task of 
fostering educational development not only on a national bas i s but also among 
Commonwealth coun t r i e s . 

The meeting d i scussed recent and c u r r e n t act ivi t ies in the educational 
programme of the Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t . It noted that the recen t publi-
cat ion, The Production of School Science Equipment: A Review of 
Developments has been well r ece ived by member c o u n t r i e s . Par t i c ipan ts were 
informed that a follow-up booklet which looks at four different approaches to 
the solution of the equipment problem would shor t ly be publ ished. Though 
par t ic ipants showed appreciat ion for the information on the publishing role of 
the S e c r e t a r i a t , many of them complained that genera l ly the publications do not 
reach them. 

Par t i c ipan ts showed keen in te res t also in the following opportuni t ies 
for Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t he lp : b u r s a r i e s for t r a inee technicians at p r o -
duction cen t res a l ready in exis tence in the Commonwealth; t r ave l g ran t s for 
persons working in science education cen t r e s and who have in te res t in des ign , 
production, dis t r ibut ion and use of low-cost sc ience equipment; fellowships 
for t eache r s to undertake postgraduate s tudies in sc ience education. 

The d iscuss ions led to a number of r eques t s in which the Commonwealth 
S e c r e t a r i a t was asked t o : 

(a) Ci rcula te information on developments in the field of school 
science equipment. 

(b) Compile a d i r ec to ry of commercial kits and l i t e r a tu re about 
their u s e . 

(c) Encourage the free flow of samples of low-cost sc ience 
equipment among Commonwealth c o u n t r i e s . 

(d) Investigate the design of basic equipment which can be used 
widely, especia l ly where there is no supply of e l ec t r i c i t y . 
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(e) Encourage regional co-opera t ion through s tandardiza t ion , 
production and dis t r ibut ion of local ly-produced science equipment. 

(f) Ass i s t with programmes of i n - se rv i ce training of t eacher s and 
with the running of national or regional science workshops . 

(g) Organ ize , at the e a r l i e s t opportunity, a Commonwealth 
conference on school sc ience teaching. Poss ib le themes suggested for 
the specia l i s t conference were "How Science and Mathematics Teaching 
can be Co-ordina ted at the School Leve l" , and "Communication in 
Science Educat ion" . 

Pa r t i c ipan t s also asked the Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t to review its 
system of disseminating information, to ensure that it got into the hands of 
those who needed i t . Pa r t i c ipan t s would like the Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t to 
provide information on: 

(a) Setting up and running r e s o u r c e c e n t r e s ; 

(b) Commonwealth coun t r i e s ; up-to-date facts in as many fields as 
possible e . g . h i s to ry , po l i t i c s , cul ture and economics . 

Many par t ic ipants exp re s sed appreciat ion of the work of the 
Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t . The meeting hoped the Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t 
would a s s i s t t e r r i t o r i e s , as much as possible in implementing pro jec ts that 
might r e su l t from the p resen t Seminar /Workshop . 
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