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This d i rec tor y i s a  resu l t o f on e o f th e importan t decision s o f th e 
Minis ter ia l Meetin g o n Foo d Productio n an d Rura l Developmen t hel d 
in Londo n i n Marc h 1975 . I n the i r sea rc h fo r prac t ica l method s o f 
accelerat ing th e pac e o f improvin g th e nutr i t ion , purchasin g powe r 
and, the re fo re , th e qualit y o f lif e o f th e vas t numbe r o f r u r a l 
dwellers i n th e Commonwealth , th e Minis ter s recognize d th e nee d 
for man y mor e t ra ine d peopl e i n th e developin g Commonwealt h an d 
agreed tha t re l iabl e an d up- to-da t e informatio n abou t educatio n an d 
training facil i t ie s i n th e field s o f agr icul tur e an d r u r a l developmen t 
in th e Commonwealt h shoul d b e brough t togethe r i n a  singl e publica -
tion t o facil i tat e maximu m ut i l izat ion . 

The mai n purpos e o f thi s d i rec tor y i s t o mee t thi s expresse d nee d 
in th e hop e tha t i t wil l enhanc e co-opera t iv e actio n amon g membe r 
countries i n makin g ful l u s e o f existin g facili t ie s and , wher e 
poss ib le , improvin g an d expandin g them . 

Food productio n an d r u r a l development , o f cou r se , embrace s man y 
disc ip l ines . Thi s composit e whol e requ i re s exper t i s e i n wate r an d 
soil conservat ion , i r r iga t ion , fo res t ry , f i she r i e s , agronomy , 
ve te r inary sc ience , foo d process in g an d s to rage , d i seas e an d pes t 
control , sociology , managemen t o f co -opera t ives , wildlif e manage -
ment, an d severa l othe r d isc ip l ines . I n definin g whic h o f suc h 
topics shoul d b e include d i n thi s publicatio n th e mai n c r i te r io n ha s 
been whethe r o r no t i t ha s a  direc t bearin g o n foo d productio n an d 
ru r a l development , e i the r i n th e immediat e o r longe r t e rm . Thus , 
for example , surveyin g i s include d sinc e lan d conservatio n an d 
co r rec t lan d uti l izatio n a r e crucia l an d lan d developmen t project s 
cannot procee d withou t adequatel y t ra ine d surve y technic ians . 

Mater ia l fo r thi s d i rec tor y wa s sough t throug h officia l channel s an d 
the staf f o f Minis t r ie s concerne d wit h agr icul tur e i n man y countrie s 
took muc h tim e an d troubl e t o sen d i n relevan t information . I n a  fe w 
c a s e s , however , t he r e wa s l i t t l e o r n o respons e t o ou r enquirie s 
and informatio n ha s bee n take n fro m existin g source s whic h hav e no t 
always bee n accura t e o r up - to -da t e . Th e shor t introductor y s ta te -
ments a t th e beginnin g o f th e descr ipt io n o f trainin g programme s 
were usual l y provide d b y th e countr ie s concerne d bu t wer e compile d 
in othe r case s fro m officia l publication s mad e availabl e b y Hig h 
Commissions i n London . Valuabl e advic e an d sourc e materia l wa s 
also provide d b y official s o f FA O i n Rome , UNESC O i n P a r i s , an d 
a l a rg e numbe r o f othe r au thor i t ies , foundation s an d un ive r s i t i e s . 
The collectio n o f materia l an d genera l p repara t io n o f th e di rector y 
has bee n th e responsibi l i t y o f Norma n Tet t a s Consultan t Edi tor , 
ably supporte d b y Yvonn e Messenge r a s Sub-Edi to r wh o gav e 
valuable hel p i n prepar in g materia l fo r pr in t ing . 

One reaso n fo r th e tim e take n t o collec t materia l fo r thi s d i rec tor y 
i s th e multiplicit y o f re fe renc e point s i n man y count r i es . Educatio n 
and trainin g i n agr icu l tur e an d ru ra l developmen t necessa i r l y 
s t re tches ac ros s th e term s o f referenc e o f severa l governmen t 
minis tr ies o r department s an d i t i s no t alway s pract icabl e t o 
consolidate the m unde r on e organization . I n vie w o f th e singl e 
terminal objectiv e o f effort s i n thes e f ie lds , however , i t i s hope d 
that a n additiona l valu e o f thi s publicatio n wil l l i e i n i t s i l lustrat io n 
of th e nee d fo r filling  gap s an d removin g overlap s throug h som e 
suitable co-ordinatin g ar rangement . 
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In spit e o f al l th e tim e take n an d th e officia l an d unofficia l hel p 
received i n th e preparatio n o f thi s director y i t i s fa r fro m 
comprehensive an d i t wil l nee d regula r revisio n an d expansion . 
The director y i s therefor e issue d wit h a  pocke t i n th e bac k cove r 
where sheet s o f amendments , addenda an d correction s ca n b e 
collected. I t i s intende d t o issu e suc h sheet s o f ne w informatio n 
every fe w month s unti l a  revise d secon d editio n ca n b e issued . 
The publisher s hope , therefore , tha t recipient s o f th e publicatio n 
who ar e i n a  positio n t o d o s o wil l forwar d correction s o r additiona l 
information t o them . 

It i s no w generall y recognize d tha t th e bes t wa y o f ensurin g a 
rapid an d lastin g improvemen t i n agricultur e an d rura l developmen t 
is throug h self-hel p an d self-reliance . A n essentia l nee d i n thi s 
process i s a  larg e poo l o f suitabl y traine d an d activ e manpower . 
In publishing thi s directory , therefore , i t i s th e hop e o f th e 
Commonwealth Secretaria t tha t th e fulles t possibl e us e o f th e 
available trainin g resource s wil l b e mad e o n a  national , regiona l 
and, wher e appropriate , inter-regiona l basis . Th e Commonwealt h 
Secretariat , an d i n particula r it s Divisio n o f Foo d Productio n an d 
Rural Developmen t an d th e Commonwealt h Fun d fo r Technica l 
Co-operation (CFTC) , i s availabl e t o assis t i n sustaining , developin g 
and poolin g trainin g resource s withi n th e Commonwealth . 
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