
INTRODUCTION 

One r e a s o n why most developing count r i es a r e willing to spend a l a rge 
p ropor t ion of t he i r annual budget on education i s that t he i r governments 
hope that educational expansion will lead to a g r e a t e r supply of manpower 
for nat ional development. Exper ience shows , however , that this expec­
tat ion has not been fulfilled. In no field has disappointment been more 
acutely felt than in technical educat ion . 

P r a c t i c a l indus t r ia l t ra in ing has exe rc i s ed the minds of Commonwealth 
governments and the Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t for s eve ra l y e a r s . S u c c e s s ­
ive conferences of Commonwealth Min i s t e r s of Educat ion have s t r e s s e d the 
importance of p rac t i ca l t ra in ing in indus t ry for t echn ic i ans , technologis t s , 
and e n g i n e e r s . 

In recogni t ion of the i n t e r e s t and continuing p r i o r i t y which member 
s t a t e s at tach to the t ra in ing and placement of t echn ic ians , the S e c r e t a r i a t 
organized in 1976 a seminar on the theme of Technical Education and 
Indust ry in Hong Kong for Commonwealth count r ies in Asia and the Pac i f i c . 
The pu rposes of that seminar we re to improve communication between 
technician educa tors and indus t ry , to r a i s e the quality and quantity of 
t ra in ing for t echn ic i ans , and to improve co-opera t ion among member 
coun t r i es of the Commonwealth. 

The c u r r e n t seminar i s the second to deal with the theme. It was 
o rgan ized , with funds provided by the Commonwealth Fund for Technical 
Co-ope ra t ion , on the recommendation of the Accra conference of Min i s te r s 
of Education following the s u c c e s s of the Hong Kong seminar . I ts emphasis 
was once more on pa r tne r sh ip between education and indus t ry . It con­
s ide red how more encouragement could be given to indus t ry to t r a in skilled 
pe r sonne l for i t s own and o ther r e q u i r e m e n t s . It also cons idered and made 
recommendations on regional and Commonwealth co -ope ra t i on . 

It i s hoped that the seminar will r e su l t in p rac t i ca l programmes and 
viable p ro jec t s that will a s s i s t Commonwealth count r ies of Africa in making 
technical education more re levant to the i r n e e d s . In p a r t i c u l a r , it i s hoped 
that member governments will give s e r ious cons idera t ion to those r e c ­
ommendations dealing with action at the national l e v e l , and that regional and 
pan-Commonwealth co-opera t ion will flow from such national ac t ion. 

The Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t wishes to acknowledge i t s grat i tude to 
the Government of the Fede ra l Republic of Niger ia for playing hos t , and 
the Univers i ty for the faci l i t ies it placed at the disposal of the seminar and 
for having made par t i c ipan t s so welcome at a difficult t ime . Specia l thanks 
a r e due to the Chai rman, D r . S . E . Chukwujekwu, who s t ee red the 
se s s ions so ably , to the consul tants and r e s o u r c e p e r s o n s , to the chief 
l i a i son officer , c o - s e c r e t a r y , r a p p o r t e u r s , l ia i son officers and supporting 
staff, to the D i r ec to r of the Univers i ty Conference Cent re and his staff, 
and to everyone e l se who contr ibuted to the succes s of the seminar . 
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