
SUMMARY OF MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommendations to Member Governments 

1. Governments should cons ider enacting indus t r i a l t ra in ing legis la t ion to 
e n s u r e that p r iva te and public indus t ry provides t ra in ing to a s s i s t the develop­
ment of nat ional economies . The scope of th i s legis la t ion should include craf t , 
technician and technologist t r a in ing ; curr iculum development; s tudies of man­
power n e e d s , including sett ing appropr ia te r a t i o s of skilled personne l for 
indus t r i a l development. 

2 . Governments should es tab l i sh nat ional t ra in ing c o u n c i l s / b o a r d s , 
whereve r these do not ex i s t , by appropr ia te legis la t ion which will a l so 
specify financial a r r a n g e m e n t s . T ra in ing counc i l s /boa rds should include 
r ep resen ta t ion from government m i n i s t r i e s , employer and employee organiza­
t i ons , educat ional , t ra in ing and profess ional ins t i tu t ions . The term of 
r e fe rence of such boards should include a s s e s s i n g t ra in ing needs and ident i ­
fying p r i o r i t i e s ; se t t ing , maintaining and reviewing t ra in ing s t anda rds ; 
involvement with craf t , technician and technologist t ra in ing and acting a s a 
certifying body. 

3 . Smal l - sca le i ndus t r i e s that cannot provide the n e c e s s a r y technician 
t ra in ing should be encouraged to sponsor students and a r r a n g e for t he i r 
t ra in ing in l a r g e r i ndus t r i e s o r through co-opera t ive efforts with govern­
ments g r a n t s / t a x re l ief . 

4 . In o r d e r to fulfil the aims of indus t r i a l t ra in ing legis la t ion a high 
p r io r i ty should be given to the t ra in ing of technical t e a c h e r s and indus t r i a l 
t r a i n e r s . P rogrammes should be es tabl i shed for acce le ra t ing staff 
development. 

5 . Educational ins t i tu t ions should provide c o u r s e s on bus iness management 
and e n t r e p r e n e u r ship in addition to teaching technical sk i l l s . Indus t r ia l 
t ra in ing/a t tachment should be a s s e s s e d in final cer t i f ica t ion . 

6 . Governments should encourage the development of appropr ia te social 
a t t i tudes towards technical t ra in ing by educating society on the importance 
of technology to genera l development. 

7 . Technologies should be developed to ut i l ize the human and mater ia l 
r e s o u r c e s of a country through appropr ia te incent ives and, if n e c e s s a r y , 
import c o n t r o l s . 

8 . National quality and performance s t a n d a r d s , ra t ional ly r e l a ted to 
in ternat ional ly adopted s t a n d a r d s , should be developed for domestic and 
imported manufactured goods . 

9 . Governments should set c l ea r ly defined pol ic ies and s t r a t eg ie s for 
nat ional development, and d i r ec t the needs of individual a sp i ra t ions by 
crea t ing incen t ives , such as adequate renumeration and s t a tus , pa r t i cu la r ly 
in a r e a s of shortfal l in manpower n e e d s . 

10. Indust ry should be encouraged to r e l e a s e i t s employees at all levels 
for fur ther r e l a t ed technical education at local ins t i tu t ions on sandwich/block/ 
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day/evening courses ; these courses should be designed to provide the correct 
combination of practice and theory relevant to the particular occupational 
skills under consideration. 

11. Governments should, while embarking on or encouraging new projects 
to industrialize their countries, pay early attention to environmental protec­
tion and safety measures through legislation and education. 

12. Governments should enlighten the public on desirable social attitudes 
towards the training of women and girls in technical education, and should 
take urgent steps to ensure that the human and physical resources for the 
teaching of science and other pre-vocational subjects in gir ls ' schools are 
comparable to those in boys' schools where such separate schools continue 
to exist. 

Recommendations to the Commonwealth Secretariat 

13. The Secretariat should review its system of disseminating information 
to ensure effectiveness in reaching relevant institutions, organizations and 
appropriate individuals. 

14. The Secretariat should consider publishing a journal of technical 
education for subscription by individuals and institutions in member countries. 
Such a journal should deal with the development of teaching techniques and 
educational experience gained in member countries. 

15. The Secretariat should consider establishing a Staff College or similar 
provision in Africa for the development of teachers and administrators in 
technical education institutions. 

16. Technical institutions should be encouraged to publish house journals 
for circulation in local colleges and industry, and externally. 

17. When the proposed Commonwealth Association of Polytechnics in Africa 
is formed, one of i ts initial activities should be the organization of an annual 
technical education week. 
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