
COMMONWEALTH CO-OPERATION IN TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

One of the functions of the Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t i s to encourage and 
promote co-opera t ion among member count r ies in the field of educat ion. The 
Education Division of the S e c r e t a r i a t c a r r i e s out th is function in two main 
ways : collecting and disseminating information; and organizing conferences , 
s emina r s , workshops and t ra in ing c o u r s e s . 

It was pointed out that in performing i t s t a s k s , the Commonwealth 
S e c r e t a r i a t works c losely with in te rna t iona l agencies and with regional and 
national o rgan iza t ions , thus avoiding u n n e c e s s a r y duplication of effort . In 
addit ion, the S e c r e t a r i a t t r i e s to keep in touch with t e a c h e r s ' a s soc ia t ions , 
pa r t i cu la r ly in t he i r t a sk of foster ing educational development not only on a 
national ba s i s but a l so among Commonwealth c o u n t r i e s . 

Attention was drawn to some r ecen t S e c r e t a r i a t ac t iv i t ies in technical 
educat ion. It was noted that following the recommendations of the Seventh 
Commonwealth Education Conference of Min i s t e r s held in Accra in March 
1977, the S e c r e t a r i a t convened a meeting at the Kenya Polytechnic in Nairobi 
in December 1977 to d i scuss the formation of a Commonwealth Associat ion of 
Polytechnics in Afr ica . Copies of the r e p o r t of that meeting (the Report of 
the Planning Meeting proposing a Commonwealth Associat ion of Polytechnics 
in Afr ica) , i t was fur ther noted , would be made avai lable on r e q u e s t . Again, 
the S e c r e t a r i a t has followed up one o ther recommendation of the same 
Minis ter ia l Conference , namely the sett ing up of a working group to explore 
the feasibil i ty and the modus operandi of a Commonwealth Exchange Scheme 
for Indus t r ia l Tra in ing and Exper ience on a bas i s similar to that of the 
Commonwealth Scho la r sh ip and Fel lowship P l a n . The r e p o r t of th is working 
group i s a l so ava i l ab le . 

Other topics highlighted were the Commonwealth Fund for Technical 
Co-opera t ion - i t s n a t u r e , t e rms of r e f e r ence and opera t ions , and the 
S e c r e t a r i a t ' s new in i t ia t ives aimed at teaching about the Commonwealth. 

Following the lengthy and l ively d i scuss ions that ensued, a number of 
recommendations we re made. These included the following: 

"The S e c r e t a r i a t i s r eques ted to review i t s system of disseminating 
information to ensu re that i t r e a c h e s individuals and al l re levant inst i tut ions 
and organiza t ions who might benefit from i t . 

"The S e c r e t a r i a t should cons ider publishing a journal of technical 
education for subscr ipt ion by individuals and inst i tut ions in member coun t r i e s . 
Such a journal should deal with the development of teaching techniques and 
educational exper ience gained in member c o u n t r i e s . 

"The S e c r e t a r i a t should cons ider es tabl ishing a Staff College o r similar 
provision in Africa for the development of t e a c h e r s and admin is t ra to rs in 
technical education ins t i tu t ions . 
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"Technical ins t i tu t ions should be encouraged to publish house journals 
for c i rcula t ion in local col leges and indus t ry , and ex te rna l ly . 

"When the proposed Commonwealth Associa t ion of Polytechnics in 
Africa i s formed, one of i t s in i t ia l ac t iv i t ies should be the organizat ion of 
an annual technical education w e e k . " 
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