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COMMONWEALTH DEPUTY SECRETARY-GENERAL 

It is my pr iv i lege as r ep re sen t a t i ve of the Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , 
M r . Shr ida th Ramphal, to respond to the words of welcome that you , 
M r . Chai rman, and the r ep re sen t a t i ve of the F e d e r a l Commissioner for 
Educat ion of Niger ia have add re s sed to all of us who a re h e r e for this seminar . 
I am s u r e that I speak for all in express ing deep grat i tude and apprecia t ion for 
the excellent faci l i t ies that have been put at our disposal and for the warmth 
of the welcome that has been accorded to us s ince our a r r iva l h e r e . 

If I may in ter jec t a pe rsona l no te , M r . Chai rman, it i s for some of us 
indeed a specia l delight to be back in the Ibadan campus and see so many signs 
of growth and development that have occu r r ed over the y e a r s s ince we ou r ­
se lves had the p leasurab le exper ience of being pa r t of i ts community. P e r h a p s 
the only r e g r e t is that we do not as of today have with us the company of the 
Univers i ty ' s s tuden t s . It is my s t rong hope that if not be fo re , then pe rhaps 
not long after the end of this seminar , the t emporary difficulties will be o v e r , 
and the normal life of this campus will be fully r e s t o r e d . 

Both the theme and the na tu re of the r ep resen ta t ion of this seminar 
i l lus t r a t e two important aspec ts of the today 's Commonwealth. Assembled 
h e r e a r e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s and o b s e r v e r s from 12 African count r ies who wish 
to use the faci l i ty of the Commonwealth associa t ion in the i r s e a r c h for ways 
of s t rengthening the i r nat ional efforts in an a r e a of g rea t importance for 
soc io logica l , economic and indust r ia l development. Time the re w a s , when 
the mention of the Commonwealth only too r ead i ly evoked a spec t r e of an 
essen t ia l ly Anglo-cent r ic associa t ion whose pu r su i t s and i n t e r e s t s were 
inadequately or ienta ted to the up- to -da te preoccupat ions of independent Afr ica. 
Today 's Commonwealth, with i t s col lect ive and independent S e c r e t a r i a t seeks 
to s e r v e i ts 36 member nat ions in a r e a s that mat te r not only to i ts members , 
but also the in ternat ional community as a whole . Whether it is in r e s p e c t of 
the now un iversa l ly recognized t ragedy of South Afr ica , o r in r e s p e c t of the 
c u r r e n t quest for a new internat ional economic o r d e r , the Commonwealth has 
taken and continues to take col lect ive m e a s u r e s that a r e support ive of the 
efforts of the OAU, the UN and those other bodies that a r t i cu la te major i n t e r ­
national c o n c e r n s . Among i t s member c o u n t r i e s , the a r e a s of continuing 
Commonwealth dialogue and p rac t i ca l col laborat ive programmes span po l i t i c s , 
economics , s c i e n c e , educat ion, l aw, medic ine , youth, e t c . Through the 
faci l i t ies of a mul t i la tera l Commonwealth Fund for Technical Co-opera t ion , 
no l e s s than 300 exper t s from different Commonwealth count r ies a r e now 
working in o ther Commonwealth count r ies at any given t ime. 

But I must now turn in p a r t i c u l a r to the efforts of the Commonwealth 
S e c r e t a r i a t in the count r ies of Afr ica , as well as of Asia and the Pac i f i c , in 
the field of education and manpower development. These efforts have been , 
and continue to be based on p r i o r i t i e s identified by member count r ies them­
se lves and implemented by the Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t in r e sponse to 
immediate n e e d s . 

The Commonwealth Schola rsh ip and Fel lowship P lan under which donor 
Commonwealth count r ies make schola rsh ip awards available to nat ionals of 
the Commonwealth through p laces tenable in the i r local un ivers i t i e s is probably 
one of our bes t known p rogrammes . Niger ia is a worthy par t ic ipant in this 
scheme and awards a substant ia l number of scho la r sh ips every yea r in i ts un i ­
ve r s i t i e s to candidates from Br i t a in , Canada , India and other African coun t r i e s . 
L ikewise , Niger ian students benefit from this scheme in un ivers i t i e s of other 
Commonwealth c o u n t r i e s . 
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Under the Commonwealth Fund for Technical Co-operation which I have 
already mentioned and as part of the education and training programme, 
Nigerian personnel in various fields such as education, agriculture, engin­
eering, economics, e tc . , have attended attachment courses or enjoyed visiting 
awards in other Commonwealth countries while in return nationals of other 
countries have done likewise in Nigerian institutions or vocational establish­
ments. It i s a case of sharing resources and experience of which member 
countries of the Commonwealth can be justly proud. 

In all the efforts of educational collaboration among Commonwealth 
countries the Secretariat has given emphasis to activities and projects 
which make a distinct contribution to the efforts being undertaken by member 
countries themselves. I need hardly say, therefore, that the Secretariat 
ministers to the needs of i ts member countries with the conviction, and 
happily the experience, that such projects do in fact advance the efforts of 
member states themselves. 

For example, Universal Free Primary Education which was launched 
by Nigeria in 1976 was hailed as a significant educational development not 
only because of i ts magnitude but because of the educational policies which, 
it represents . In this connection the issue of free primary education in 
member countries has been identified as an area to be studied by the 
Secretariat drawing on the examples of member states in Africa and other 
regions of the Commonwealth. Nigeria 's experience i s certainly a valuable 
component of that study which the Secretariat hopes to undertake before the 
next Conference of Ministers of Education in 1980. 

The emphasis of many Commonwealth governments on technology 
development and on the place of technical education in their thrust for 
economic advance i s too well known to be s t ressed. In respect of technical 
education the emphasis often a r i ses not only from the need to introduce new 
machinery but also from the need to keep in operation machinery already 
expensively purchased. The facilities that exist here and the abundant 
evidence of the Nigerian Government's emphasis on technical development 
and training are a sufficient justification for holding the present seminar in 
this country. It i s our hope that Nigeria 's experience can be shared with 
other Commonwealth countries of the Africa region- experience that I trust 
will have sufficiently demonstrated the need for indigenous technology. 

In the field on which we are particularly concentrating today, that i s 
in the field of partnership between education and industry which i s the theme 
of our seminar, it i s clear that programmes of action are unlikely to succeed 
unless the partnership i s real and convincing. The concept of partnership 
in technical training was articulated as long ago as the Ottawa Conference 
of Commonwealth Education Ministers in 1964. Since then it has been 
accepted that the development of manpower through technical and technician 
training i s an effort jointly important to governments and to private 
industr ies . I am glad, therefore, to note that delegates and observers at 
this seminar include a strong selection of men from industry and the private 
sector as well as those from government. 

Mr Chairman, I should not like to conclude my remarks without thanking 
all those who have helped to bring about this meeting. F i rs t I must thank the 
Federal Government of Nigeria for i ts co-operation in placing resources and 
facilities at our disposal for this Africa regional seminar. I believe I speak 
for all participants today when I say that although we are only just beginning 
our seminar, we have chosen an excellent host country for i t . The industrial 
situation in Nigeria has produced well developed institutions which exemplify 
the partnership between technical education and industry - institutions such 
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as the Industrial Training Fund, vocational bodies as the Council of Registered 
Engineers in Nigeria. These, as well as the teaching institutions that have 
developed industrial liaison arrangements, clearly provide a good background 
and support for our seminar. 

I should like most warmly to thank the University for its welcome and 
the facilities it has placed at the disposal of the Secretar ia t , and particularly 
for having made us so welcome at a time of considerable s t ress and problems. 
I should like to assure it that we will endeavour to benefit as fully as we can 
from our various countries from these facilities they have placed at our 
disposal. 

Lastly, on occasions such as this the spotlight does not always reach 
those who carry the heaviest burden, and for this reason I should like to 
take the opportunity to thank our two consultants. Τ should like in particular 
to congratulate in public Mr Rex E . O . Akpofure who became the Director of 
the Education Division of the Secretariat ten months ago and serves as 
Director of this seminar. Those of you who have seen him at work or who 
know of his achievements in the Nigerian Federal Service will no doubt 
share with me my pleasure at his appointment. The Secretariat i s grateful 
to the Federal Military Government for releasing him to serve the Common­
wealth on occasions such as th is . 

In conclusion, Mr Chairman, Τ want to wish all the participants in 
this seminar well and to express the hope that your deliberations in the next 
few days will result in concrete proposals for action; action that can and 
will contribute effectively to the capacity of the countries represented here 
for producing more of the technicians required for their development. 

* *  *  *  * 

VOTE OF THANKS 

At the conclusion of the seminar, a vote of thanks was delivered by 
Mr. C . L . Abayo (Tanzania) on behalf of the participants. Mr. Abayo said 
that the seminar had made a valuable contribution to creating a deeper under­
standing of the partnership that should exist between technical education and 
industry. Participants would return home with a fuller understanding of the 
benefits of technical education, with a desire to see the recommendations 
implemented at national and regional levels, and with a feeling of gratitude 
to the Commonwealth Secretariat for organizing the seminar, the Nigerian 
Government for hosting it, and their own governments for allowing them to 
participate. 
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