
INTRODUCTION 

This short guide to the basic principles and workings of 
copyright, and to the relationship between author and publisher, 
has been compiled primarily from the point of view of the needs 
and aspirat ions of authors and publishers in developing countr ies . 

It began as a working paper presented by the Commonwealth 
Secre ta r i a t at the Commonwealth Asia-Pacific Regional Seminar 
on 'P r io r i t i e s and Planning for the Provision of Books' in Delhi 
in February 1973. The Seminar recommended that the paper 
deserved as wide an audience as possible by being published as a 
booklet, and made suggestions for additional material to be 
incorporated. This was done, and the first edition was published 
in 1974. Since then it has been necessary to make further 
changes and th i s , the second edition, should be looked upon as a 
replacement for the f i rs t . 

The Commonwealth Secre ta r ia t is most grateful to all who have 
helped in the preparation of this book. Par t i cu la r thanks are due 
to Martin Bal lard, A. J. Brooks and Frank Knox for their contri­
butions to the original working paper , to Ronald Barker 
(Sec re t a ry of the Brit ish Publ i shers ' Association), S, 
Gopinathan, Alexis Koutchoumow (Secre ta ry-Genera l of the 
International Pub l i shers ' Association), Marie-Claude Dock 
(Director , Copyright Division, Unesco), Jose Miguel de Azaola 
(Chief, International Copyright Information Cent re , Unesco), 
and the late T. S . Krishnamurti (World Intellectual Proper ty 
Organization) for their comments and suggest ions, and to Pamela 
Macpherson who prepared this edition. 


	Introduction



