
INTRODUCTION 

Until r ecen t ly , sc ience as a school subject has been unknown at the p r imary 
school level in most count r ies of the Third World. Even at the secondary 
school level where science has been taught for a number of y e a r s in 
Commonwealth African c o u n t r i e s , the subject has st i l l not made much impact 
at the c l a s s room level pa r t ly because of the non-avai lab i l i ty , inadequacy and 
ineffective ut i l izat ion of teaching a ids and equipment. Commonwealth 
governments have therefore reques ted the Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t to 
promote and encourage co-opera t ive ac t iv i t ies specif ical ly aimed at 
al leviat ing the problem of school sc ience equipment. This task is being 
undertaken by the Education Division of the Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t . 

One aspect of the Division 's work has been to begin the production of 
publications on science equipment and sc ience c e n t r e s as a contribution to 
the exchange of information. Another has been to embark on a s e r i e s of 
regional science teaching seminar -workshops aimed at ass i s t ing member 
count r ies to make sc ience teaching more effective and l e s s cost ly by the use 
of locally-made equipment. 

The cu r r en t seminar -workshop is the second in the s e r i e s of such 
meetings on the theme of low-cos t science teaching equipment. Detailed 
d i scuss ions were held on the broad topics t r ea ted at the f i rs t seminar , 
paying specia l at tention to the s t r a t eg i e s for production and use of low-cost 
equipment in the African context . Again, the seminar included p rac t i ca l 
l abora to ry ses s ions at which pa r t i c ipan t s act ively familiarized themselves 
with workshop techniques for the const ruct ion of some bas ic items of equip-
ment which a r e at p r e sen t genera l ly imported into the va r ious coun t r i e s . 
Pa r t i c ipan t s showed g rea t enthusiasm and produced some equipment them-
s e l v e s . 

Ways of identifying reg ional and pan-Commonwealth co-opera t ion was , 
as usua l , another objective of the meeting, and some p roposa l s were made 
in this connection. It is hoped that these p roposa l s will r e su l t in p rac t i ca l 
programmes and p ro jec t s that will a s s i s t count r ies in Commonwealth Africa 
in making the i r sc ience education programmes more effective. 

The Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t wishes to acknowledge i ts grat i tude to 
the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania for i ts hospital i ty in 
hosting this seminar -workshop and for the faci l i t ies it kindly provided 
through the Insti tute of Education and the Univers i ty of D a r - e s - S a l a a m . 
Specia l thanks a r e undoubtedly due to the hardworking Chai rman, 
Ndugu W. S, M. Migembe who v e r y ably s t ee red the se s s ions and, who, with 
his cheerful , friendly team of local support staff, made us feel at home in 
eve ry poss ib le way. Our thanks a r e due a l so to the consul tant , the 
r e s o u r c e pe r sonne l , the de legates and the o b s e r v e r s who all contributed 
effectively to the work of the seminar . 

The seminar -workshop took place from 19-30 September 1977. It 
was funded by the Commonwealth Fund for Technical Co-opera t ion . 
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