
Preface 

"I represent  the  official  Commonwealth,  the  Commonwealth 
primarily of  governmental  contact  and  co-operation.  You  are  an 
example of  the  unofficial  Commonwealth,  of  that  tremendously 
varied collection  of  organisations  that  enrich  the  life  of  the 
Commonwealth at  the  unofficial  or  non-governmental  level.  As 
the chief  servant  of  the  Commonwealth,  I  pay  tribute  to  the 
enormously valuable  contribution  these  unofficial  organisations 
make to  the  vitality  of  our  association,  by  bringing  the  Common-
wealth together  at  the  level  of  its  people,  by  improving  under-
standing and  promoting  friendship  across  national  frontiers 
through contact  and  practical  co-operation  in  a  miscellany  of 
fields. 

"At first  glance,  it  may  appear  that  we  work  at  levels —the official 
and the  unofficial —that do  not  impinge  on  each  other.  I  am  con-
vinced, however,  that  our  activities  at  our  different  levels  can 
and, in  the  larger  interests  of  the  Commonwealth  which  we  all 
serve, must  be  made to  reinforce  each  other." 

These ar e th e word s o f th e Commonwealt h Secretary-Genera l i n 
a speec h t o th e Victori a Leagu e fo r Commonwealt h Friendshi p i n 
London, i n July 1976 . They reflec t th e consensu s of opinio n whic h 
has characterise d discussion s o n th e rol e o f non-governmenta l 
organisations i n th e Commonwealt h and , i n particular , o n th e 
relationship betwee n th e officia l an d th e unofficia l Common -
wealth, ove r th e las t tw o years . I n th e ligh t o f this , an d wit h th e 
encouragement o f th e Canadia n Government , th e Commonwealt h 
Secretariat ha s publishe d thi s handboo k o f organisation s whic h 
are activ e i n th e Commonwealth . It s purpos e i s t o mee t th e 
growing nee d fo r informatio n abou t th e exten t o f non-govern -
mental activit y i n th e Commonwealth , an d t o promot e co -
operation amon g unofficia l organisation s wit h relate d interest s 
and betwee n the m an d th e officia l Commonwealth . 
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