Introduction

This Directory is designed for government departments, non-govern-
ment organisations, training agencies and individuals requiring
information on training programmes for youth and community workers
in the Commonwealth . It will be especially useful to agencies
wishing to sen d youth and community workers abroad for training.

Essential facts are provided about the scale and nature of the
training agencies listed. I n addition, particulars are given on
the relevant courses offered by these agencies . There is consid-
erable variation in the courses leading to a qualification in
youth work . Thi s note reviews patterns and trends in the training
available for yout h and community workers and should assist users
to select courses.

Youth and Community Workers: Wh o are they?

The job title "youth and community worker" is not widely used in
the Commonwealth, although it could be applied to a number of
functionaries whose titles vary from "community development
worker" to "adult educator" . Whil e the roles of these function-
aries may differ in particular respects, certain tasks, procedures
and approaches are common to their jobs . Trainin g in community
work, group work, youth work methodology and variants of these

is widely regarded as necessary for the "youth and community
worker". Consequently , courses have been included in the
Directory that contain one or more of these elements.

Course descriptions in the Directory cover five kinds of training
programmes for youth and community workers:

(a) Development/communit y development-based programmes in which
the political, economic and social setting of youth work is at
the core of the curriculum.

(b) Recreation-oriente d programmes in which training is closely
linked with youth club work and recreational activities.

(c) "Socia 1 welfare" courses with training in casework and work
with delinquents, young offenders, mentally and emotionally
disturbed youth, etc.














