
INTRODUCTION 

Copyright should be and be seen to be an instrument by means of 
which the flow of l i t e r a r y and educational mater ia ls between 
countr ies i s eased r a t h e r than r e s t r i c t e d . This intentionally 
shor t and inexhaustive guide to the basic pr inc ip les and workings 
of copyright , and to the re la t ionship between author and publ isher , 
has been compiled pr imar i ly from the point of view of the needs 
and asp i ra t ions of authors and publ i shers in developing count r ies . 

The or igins of this booklet a r e contained in a S e c r e t a r i a t 
working paper on "Copyright in the Developing Countr ies" 
presen ted for discussion at the Commonwealth Asia-Paci f ic 
Regional Seminar on " P r i o r i t i e s and Planning for the Provis ion 
of Books" in Delhi in F e b r u a r y 1973. The Seminar recommended 
that the paper deserved as wide an audience as possible by being 
published as a booklet, and made suggestions for additional 
mater ia l to be incorpora ted .* 

These and other factors re levant to the situation in 
developing countr ies have now been added, and the Commonwealth 
S e c r e t a r i a t i s grateful to Ronald B a r k e r , S e c r e t a r y of the 
Pub l i she r s Associat ion, S . Gopinathan, Edi to r , Oxford Universi ty 
P r e s s (Singapore) and Chairman of the Singapore National Book 
Development Council , and Alexis Koutchoumow, Sec re t a ry -Gene ra l 
of the International Pub l i she r s Associat ion, for the i r valuable 
comments and suggest ions; and to Martin Bal la rd , A. J. Brooks 
and Frank Knox for the i r contributions to the original working 
paper . 
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