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An essent ia l elemen t o f r e s e a r c h managemen t i s communica -
t ion, whethe r i n scienc e an d technolog y o r an y othe r fiel d o f 
human endeavour . T rans f e r o f informatio n canno t b e s epa ra -
ted fro m r e s e a r c h an d development , an d al l thos e concerne d 
with scientifi c ac t iv i t ie s mus t b e involve d i n disseminatio n 
of knowledg e t o th e sam e exten t an d wit h th e sam e attitud e a s 
they hav e toward s r e s e a r c h an d developmen t i tself . Researc h 
object ives a r e no t onl y t o fin d solution s t o problem s bu t als o 
to communicat e th e r e s u l t s obtaine d t o thos e wh o ca n benefi t 
from thei r u t i l iza t ion , an d t o o the r s wh o a r e responsib l e fo r 
ensur ing tha t th e nationa l effort s i n scienc e an d technolog y 
a r e app rop r i a t e , re levan t an d effective . Th e sc ient i s t s 
must r epor t t o a  publi c an d it s r ep re sen t a t i ve s wh o wil l 
judge whethe r scientifi c pursui t i s wort h th e mone y spen t o n 
it an d als o whethe r th e qualit y o f man' s lif e wil l b e adverse l y 
affected b y ac t iv i t ie s an d innovation s a r i s in g fro m suc h 
r e s e a r c h . 

Communication i s not , however , a  one-wa y syste m wit h on e 
active communicato r an d a  pass iv e r ecep to r . It  i s th e whol e 
p r o c e s s o f th e p resen ta t ion , t ransmiss io n an d receptio n o f 
information whic h const i tu te s th e fundamenta l mean s b y 
which th e developmen t an d uti l izatio n o f scienc e an d techno -
logy ca n tak e p l a c e . 

The Commonwealt h Scienc e Counci l ha s recognize d th e 
imperative t o promot e cooperat iv e act ivi t ie s d i rec t l y relevan t 
to th e soc ia l , economi c an d environmenta l problem s o f i t s 
members , whic h coul d concurren t l y an d integrat ively , a s s i s t 
in buildin g u p th e nationa l capabi l i t ie s i n scienc e an d techno -
logy, s o vita l fo r s e l f - r e l i a n c e . 

One o f th e firs t o f th e urgen t t a sk s tackle d b y th e Counci l 
has bee n endeavour s t o improv e manageria l skil l s i n sc ient i -
fic r e s e a r c h . To o ofte n w e a r e confronte d wit h th e situatio n 
of highly-qualifie d r e s e a r c h e r s place d i n posit ion s demandin g 
a wealt h o f knowledg e an d exper ienc e o f leadersh i p o f 
people an d mate r ia l s withou t bein g adequatel y p repa re d fo r 
this r o l e . A n essen t ia l a t t r ibut e o f scienc e l eade r s i s th e 
ability t o communicat e effectivel y whethe r i t b e wit h othe r 
s c i e n t i s t s , wit h dec i s ion-maker s i n government , wit h th e 
ultimate u s e r s o f r e s e a r c h findings , o r wit h th e publi c a t 
l a r g e . F requen t ly , th e sa d situatio n i s tha t r e s e a r c h find -
ings li e burie d i n file s whil e th e problems , fo r whic h r e s e a r c h 
had supplie d solut ions , a r e stil l wit h u s . 
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It wa s th e mai n purpos e o f th e Caribbea n Worksho p o n 
Science Commissio n t o c o r r e c t thi s situatio n 

1. t o enabl e sc ien t i s t s t o cons ide r an d 
compare technique s fo r assemblin g an d 
using th e availabl e scientifi c information ; 

2 . t o par t i c ipa t e i n technique s fo r 
disseminating availabl e scientifi c 
information t o s p e c i a l i s t s , t o 
admin is t ra to rs an d t o th e genera l 
public; an d 

3 . t o encourag e par t i c ipan t s t o organiz e 
similar workshop s wit h th e ai m o f 
developing scienc e informatio n system s 
within the i r r e spec t iv e c o u n t r i e s , an d 
to enabl e the m t o identif y th e kin d o f 
r e s o u r c e peopl e fo r suc h a n act iv i ty . 

This workshop , organize d an d sponsore d jointl y b y th e 
Commonwealth Scienc e Council , th e Commonwealt h Fun d 
Technical Corporat io n an d th e Nationa l Scienc e Researc h 
Council o f Guyana , wa s hel d a t th e Cyri l Po t te r Colleg e o f 
Education, Turkeyen , G r e a t e r Georgetown , Guyana , throug h 
the cour tes y o f th e Minis t r y o f Educat ion , Socia l Develop -
ment an d Cul tu re , an d th e Pr inc ipa l o f th e College , Apri l 
1 2 - 2 0 , 1977 . I t wa s th e secon d suc h worksho p organize d 
under th e ausp ice s o f th e Commonwealt h Scienc e Council , 
the f irs t fo r th e Africa n regio n bein g hel d i n Arusha , 
Tanzania i n Apri l 1976 . 

The Car ibbea n Worksho p wa s organize d int o differen t type s 
of s e s s i o n s , incorpora t in g va r iou s meetin g an d learnin g 
t echn iques : s emina r s ; l e c t u r e s ; forma l presenta t io n o f 
background p a p e r s followe d b y d i scuss ion ; case - s tud y 
e x e r c i s e s ; ro le -p lay in g i n simulate d situatio n an d p rac t i ca l 
demons t ra t ions . Th e evaluatio n o f th e worksho p a t th e fina l 
sess ion b y par t i c ipan t s showe d tha t th e var ie t y wa s 
apprec ia ted , eve n thoug h som e form s woul d hav e bee n mor e 
suitable fo r a  smalle r numbe r o f p a r t i c i p a n t s . Th e work -
shop r e p o r t an d th e r e s o u r c e mater ia l an d p a p e r s p resen te d 
a r e no w publishe d fo r a  wide r r e a d e r s h i p , a s thes e coul d 
be usefu l mater ia l fo r s imila r workshop s organize d a t a 
regional o r nationa l l eve l . 
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The succes s o f th e worksho p wa s t o a  larg e measur e du e t o 
the excellen t plannin g an d organizatio n b y th e coordinatin g 
committee an d it s variou s sub-committees , unde r th e abl e 
chairmanship o f Mr . Victo r Forsythe , wh o acte d a s 
workshop Director . W e were privilege d t o hav e ha d man y 
resource personnel , fro m Guyana , Canada , Britai n an d 
Kenya, wh o gav e s o freel y o f thei r tim e an d knowledge . Th e 
Cyril Potte r Colleg e o f Educatio n wa s a n excellen t venu e 
and th e Principa l an d staf f me t ou r need s full y an d cheerfully . 
The Honourabl e Ministe r o f Education , Cd e Shirle y Field -
Ridley, extende d u s th e privileg e o f declarin g th e Worksho p 
open an d wa s activ e i n he r suppor t throughou t fo r whic h w e 
are ver y grateful . T o al l wh o contribute d t o th e succes s o f 
the workshop , includin g th e participant s fro m th e Bahamas , 
Barbados, Belize , Cyprus , Jamaica , an d Trinida d an d Tobago , 
we wis h t o exten d ou r warmes t thanks . 
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