
12 A  BRIE F CAS E EXAMPL E O F WRITTE N COMMUNICATIO N 
(PLANNING AN D PRODUCTION ) I N GUYANA' S LARGES T 
SCIENCE AN D ENGINEERIN G PROJEC T 

0 Hunter 

In Guyana ' s l a rges t scienc e an d engineerin g projec t -  Th e 
Upper Mazarun i Hydroe lec t r i c Pro jec t -  wri t te n communica -
tion i s a n integra l an d essent ia l l y vita l par t o f th e overa l l 
single continuu m o f purposiv e multi-medi a communicatio n 
intervention S t ra teg y o f th e P r o j e c t ' s D . S . C . Unit . 

Within thi s context , th e D . S . C . Uni t i s foun d dealin g wit h 
wri t ten communicatio n re la t in g t o specifi c p rob lems , i s sue s 
and public s a s par t o f a n overal l s t r a t egy . 

At on e en d o f th i s s t ra teg y i s th e mediate d communicatio n 
intervention mater ia l o f whic h th e wri t te n communicatio n i s 
a par t an d i s aime d mainl y a t affectin g a w a r e n e s s . I n th e 
cen t re o f thi s continuu m a r e var iou s kind s o f smal l media , o f 
which th e Slid e Soun d Programm e i s a  p a r t , actin g a s a 
leaven. A t th e othe r en d o f th e spectru m w e hav e th e in te r -
persona l non-mediate d aspec t o f th e communicatio n interven -
tion s t ra teg y whic h i s aime d a t reinforcin g th e var iou s 
segments o f th e communicatio n effort . 

All th ree o f thes e interventio n action s in terac t an d r e su l t s i n 
in teres t ing change s i n th e huma n communicatio n cosmos . 
Most o f th e multi-medi a m e s s a g e s , ac t ions , s t r a t eg ie s a r e 
geared t o reac h specifi c public s fo r specifi c p u r p o s e s . 
Some o f the m a r e geare d t o reac h genera l aud iences . 

In thi s brie f cas e exampl e w e wil l onl y loo k a t tw o bit s o f 
wri t ten communicatio n mater ia l produce d b y th e DS C Unit ; 
a) Hydr o Focu s b ) Hydr o P r o g r e s s . 

Hydro P r o g r e s s 

This publicatio n i s monthl y an d i s aime d a t reachin g Nationa l 
decision m a k e r s , Sen io r Hydr o officials . Senio r Officer s o f 
the Hydr o Pro jec t supportin g agencie s an d scientifi c technica l 
and engineerin g opera t ive s general l y wh o hav e a n in te res t i n 
the P r o j e c t . I t i s aime d a t c rea t in g awarenes s an d under -
standing on  th e par t o f thes e ver y importan t peopl e withou t 
whom w e canno t buil d th e Hydroelec t r i c P r o j e c t . Th e 
language i s re la t ivel y simpl e wit h th e styl e flowin g jus t lik e 
the wa t e r s o f th e Maza run i . Som e 1,50 0 copie s a r e pr in ted . 

Hydro Focu s a  Tabloi d Newspape r 

This publicatio n i s fortnightl y wit h siz e varyin g fro m 4 - 1 6 
pages dependin g o n th e specifi c p u r p o s e s . Wha t i s significan t 
about Hydr o Focu s i s th e fac t tha t i t i s a  people ' s pape r 
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produced b y th e people . 

Just imagin e ou r DS C staf f dar t in g i n an d ou t vi l lage s o f th e 
Mazarun i , Kako , Kukui , Kamaran g an d Kurupun g r i v e r s , 
along escarpment s o f th e P a k a r a i m a s , u p an d dow n th e 
mountains an d val ley s o f th e Roraim a formatio n amon g peopl e 
of varyin g cu l tu re s an d withi n a n in teres t in g soc io-psycholo -
gical an d environmenta l mosai c whic h sometime s rea l l y mak e 
nonsense o f scientifi c communicatio n methodology . 

Of cours e al l o f thi s in teract io n betwee n th e DS C an d th e 
va r ious soc io-psychologica l , cul tura l an d environmenta l 
ent i t ies i s simpl y t o ge t th e fee l o f th e people , th e opinio n 
l e a d e r s , t o es tab l i s h a  r a p p o r t , a  onenes s -  som e compat -
ibility -  al l o f whic h a r e element s whic h mak e u p th e mor ta r 
we communications ' mason s us e t o c los e th e communicatio n 
gap an d effec t unders tandin g -  change s -  involvement . 

In a  nutshel l wha t w e a r e t ryin g t o d o i n DS C i s t o involv e 
the peopl e d i rec t l y an d indirect l y i n th e planning , p r e - t e s t i n g , 
production an d fiel d evaluatio n o f thi s wri t te n communicatio n 
mater ia l takin g al l o f th e communicatio n p a r a m e t e r s an d 
va r i ab le s -  i n t e r - p e r s o n a l , e x t r a - p e r s o n a l an d environmenta l 
- int o cons ide ra t ion . 

With edi tor ia l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s chose n fro m amon g th e w o r k e r s , 
r e s iden t s o f th e Region , Akawaio , Arecuna , I s lander , 
Coas t lander th e peopl e fo r who m th e mater ia l i s mainl y 
produced w e a r e sur e tha t ou r communicatio n goal s a r e 
being la rge l y achieved . 

We s t r iv e t o kee p thi s publicatio n simple , en te r ta in ing , 
educat ional , i n t e res t ing , bu t mor e importantl y w e kee p i t 
honest an d ensu r e tha t th e peopl e se e themselve s a s bein g 
the one s tha t a r e important . 

We t r y t o achiev e p re sen ta t ion , comprehensio n an d legibi l i ty . 
We ensur e tha t eac h Issu e ach ieve s something . W e g o t o the 
s c i e n t i s t s , eng ineer s an d admins t ra to r s an d d i s cus s technica l 
ma t t e r s wit h the m al l th e tim e placin g ou r se lve s i n th e positio n 
of ou r specifi c pub l i c s , empathizin g wit h the m an d th e 
sc ien t i s t s an d the n in te rpre t in g th e re levan t informatio n 
accord ingly . 

Sometimes t he r e a r e difficultie s i n thi s a r e a especia l l y sinc e 
we a r e usin g on e wri t te n communicatio n mater ia l i n a  majo r 
c r o s s - c u l t u r a l se t t ing . Ho w d o w e pu t ove r th e scientifi c 
a s s u r a n c e tha t th e l40- f t . hig h San d Landin g Hydroe lec t r i c 
Dam wil l no t b e broke n b y th e p r e s s u r e an d forc e o f th e 
Chidago R e s e r v o i r w a t e r . 

The fac t i s tha t th e indigenou s Amerindian s i n additio n t o th e 
Porkknocke r s an d o ther s hav e bee n livin g the i r l ive s i n th e 
Upper Mazarun i the y a r e t ru e chi ldre n o f tha t environ -
ment . The y kno w th e powe r o f wate r durin g "was h d e bush" . 

12 .2 



They hav e see n whol e p l a s s e y s , smal l se t t lements , landings , 
r e s t benab s washe d awa y b y angr y wa te r s foaming , rushin g 
from th e to p o f th e mountains . The y hav e see n th e hug e 
va l l eys , l a rg e v i l l ages , ' s avans ' tur n int o l a rg e Lake s an d 
Hood p la ins ; waterway s turne d int o r i v e r s withi n h o u r s . Ca n 
a singl e da m hol d bac k thi s kin d o f water ? 

How d o w e explai n a n importan t scientifi c fac t tha t th e 
e l ec t r i ca l powe r pass in g throug h th e hig h voltag e t ransmiss io n 
l ines place d i n th e jungle , i s t o suc h magnitud e an d powe r 
that i t i s poss ib l e fo r a n individua l t o rece iv e a n e lec t r i c 
shock fro m thos e l ine s withou t eve n comin g int o contac t wit h 
them. 

And finally , ho w d o w e ca t e r fo r th e lowes t commo n 
denominator o f intel l igenc e whe n w e a r e usin g on e wri t te n 
communication t o r eac h man y publ ics , som e o f whic h a r e 
specia l i sed whil e o the r s a r e e i the r i l l i t e r a t e / s emi - i l l i t e r a t e 
o r hav e languag e p rob lems . Th e answe r o f cours e wa s 
mentioned e a r l i e r an d tha t i s w e wil l nee d t o re inforc e th e 
wri t ten communicatio n wit h othe r multi-medi a ac t ions . 

On th e productio n sid e th e DS C Staff , whic h i s a  mic ro -
cosm o f th e Pro jec t a r e a a s a  r u l e , come s togethe r t o d o th e 
rough layou t an d fina l dumm y fo r th e newspaper . Ar t ic le s 
and photograph s finall y produce d i n keepin g wit h spac e al l 
al located i n th e layout . 

Photographs mus t qualif y i n te rm s o f context , composition , 
quality e t c . Th e staf f ha s t o ensur e tha t typ e siz e an d s ty le , 
a r twork includin g lin e i l lus t ra t ion s a r e re levan t t o th e 
pa r t i cu la r i s s u e . 

In th e fina l ana lys i s th e mater ia l i s take n t o th e P r i n t e r s 
where i t i s t y p e - s e t , p roof - rea d an d lai d out . I t i s the n 
taken throug h th e var iou s s tage s o f phot o l i thograph y an d 
web offse t pr int in g product ion . (A t th e en d o f m y lec tur e I 
will demonstra t e wit h var iou s type s o f mater ia l whic h I  hav e 
brought e . g . compute r tape s an d codes , f i lms , p a s t e - u p s , 
l ayouts , f la ts , typ e s ize s an d s ty l e s , pr int in g pla te s e t c . , 
the var iou s s tage s o f plannin g an d product ion) . 

Throughout th e e x e r c i s e w e t r y t o avoi d crimina l ac t s agains t 
communication theor y an d th e pr incipl e o f planning , p re tes t ing , 
producing, d i s t r ibu t ing , fiel d evaluatio n an d feedbac k i n 
o r d e r t o ensur e tha t th e pa r t i cu la r wri t te n communicatio n 
mater ia l c r e a t e s a w a r e n e s s , unders tanding , effec t chang e 
and g r e a t e r involvemen t o f th e peopl e fo r th e benefi t o f th e 
people . 
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