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In Guyan a w e lac k th e t radi t io n o f handling , disseminatin g 
and usin g informatio n especia l l y informatio n re la t in g t o 
Science an d Technology , ye t t he r e a r e e labora t e system s o f 
information genera te d withi n th e countr y an d n e c e s s a r y fo r 
the nationa l l i fe . Thes e a r e th e informatio n system s re la t in g 
to th e majo r indus t r i e s -  suga r , bauxi te , r i c e , agr icu l tur e 
and t imber . F o r th e successfu l operat io n o f thes e i ndus t r i e s , 
the managemen t s t r u c t u r e s hav e amasse d fo r the i r ow n us e 
and decis ion-makin g cen t ra l r e s e r v o i r s o f dat a an d s ta t i s t i c s 
which a r e bein g constant l y up -g raded , style d an d analyse d 
against a  changin g globa l marke t s i tuat ion . 

Apart fro m thes e the r e a r e othe r growin g c e n t r e s o f 
indus t r ia l developmen t -  e . g . th e texti l e indus t ry . Guyan a 
has mad e a  nam e fo r herse l f wit h he r s h i r t - j a c s . Becaus e 
of a  kee n r i v a l r y betwee n sh i r t manufac ture rs , the r e ha s 
emerged ove r th e pas t te n y e a r s a n inexpensiv e bu t a t t rac t iv e 
s e r i e s o f des ign s modelle d upo n th e Lati n America n Guay a 
Gera whic h a r e dis t inct ivel y Guyanese . T h e r e wil l b e th e 
completion o f th e texti l e mi l l s , on e fro m Chin a on e fro m 
India, whic h wil l mak e us e o f th e cotto n plantat ion s bein g 
c r e a t e d , an d a  whol e ne w syste m o f technolog y wil l b e base d 
upon thi s aspec t o f ou r nationa l polic y o f cloth s o u r s e l v e s . 

The poin t bein g mad e i s tha t fo r Guyan a t o becom e pa r t o f 
the moder n worl d an d t o improv e th e qualit y o f h e r l i fe , sh e 
will hav e t o c r e a t e a  nationa l a w a r e n e s s o f thes e growin g 
points o f technologica l an d scientifi c information . Guyanes e 
must becom e familia r wit h thes e tool s o f decision-makin g a t 
all l e v e l s . Th e sen io r pupi l o f a  secondar y schoo l mus t hav e 
a familiarit y wit h th i s typ e o f informatio n -  t he r e mus t b e n o 
mys te ry abou t i t a s a t p r e s e n t . Tak e a n example , w e shoul d 
be abl e t o apprec ia t e th e t rans i t io n o f a  text i l e fro m a  shi r t 

. cloth t o a  jacke t clot h b y th e den ie r involved , th e amoun t o f 
weight o f th e tex tur e an d th e numbe r o f s t r and s u s e d . W e 
need t o br in g Guyan a ou t o f th e fo re - indus t r i a l e r a int o th e 
modern worl d o f Scienc e an d Technology . 

Because Guyan a ha s chose n th e roa d o f Socia l ism , th e 
country wil l no t b e a n a r e a showin g th e f ree-p la y o f th e 
forces o f suppl y an d deman d o n th e c l a s s i ca l capi ta l is t mode l 
and there for e i t wil l b e fo r th e Sta t e Corpora t ion s t o suppl y 
all th e informatio n n e c e s s a r y . 

T h e r e i s a n al l ie d point . Guyan a ha s a  polic y b y whic h sh e 
bel ieves ultimatel y i n a n emergen t Anglo-Caribbea n F e d e r a -
tion an d the r e ha s t o b e a n accommodatio n betwee n Guyan a 
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as a  self-sufficien t entit y an d a s a  par t o f a  l a r g e r polit ica l 
a s soc ia t ion . Bu t whethe r on  th e smalle r o r l a r g e r grouping , 
we mus t envisag e a  sel f sufficienc y i n th e fiel d o f Scienc e 
and Technolog y an d w e wil l hav e t o pla n accordingly . 

The re a r e danger s t o b e guarde d agains t -  f i rs t tha t th e 
sense o f nationa l an d cu l tura l identit y i s no t undermine d b y 
the actio n o f ex terna l t ransna t iona l organisa t ion s an d 
corpora t ions whil e th e technolog y i s bein g t r a n s f e r r e d fro m 
outside o r tha t mas s medi a d o no t f rus t ra t e nationa l policie s 
and c r ea t e al ienatio n an d exploitat ion , sinc e t he r e i s a  s tron g 
link betwee n independenc e an d cul tura l ident i ty . 

The importanc e o f inculcatin g a  genera l scientifi c outloo k 
in th e nationa l educatio n syste m i s ver y marke d an d ma y I 
give a t th i s poin t on e exampl e o f syste m o f s t a t i s t i c s tha t w e 
need t o introduc e i n Guyan a an d i n th e Car ibbean . Cultura l 
development i s becomin g a  foca l end-produc t o f man y develop -
ing count r ie s s inc e i t i s un iversa l l y recognise d tha t al l ou r 
communal activit y i s designe d ultimatel y t o improv e th e 
quality o f lif e fo r th e individual . Alread y i n Eu rope , Asi a 
and Africa , government s hav e agree d t o introduc e instrument s 
of ana lyse s t o measur e cul tura l s t a t i s t i c s an d t o se e ho w 
object ives a r e bein g r ea l i s e d an d th e method s tha t a r e mos t 
sa t i s fac to ry . I n Octobe r o f thi s y e a r , a n in ter -governmenta l 
conference i s planne d fo r Lati n Americ a an d th e Caribbea n 
and i n th e n e a r future , fo r th e government s o f th e Ara b wor ld . 
The government s o f th e Car ibbea n wil l b e invite d t o es tabl is h 
in ter - locking system s o f cu l tura l ind ica tor s i n commo n wit h 
those a l read y i n us e e l s e w h e r e . 

I wil l mere l y l is t som e o f th e a r e a s o f ou r us e o f l e i su r e 
time whic h wil l demonstra t e th e nee d fo r thi s mean s o f 
measurement . Othe r a r e a s a r e mor e difficul t t o m e a s u r e . 

F o r example , th e quest ion s aske d wil l include : I n ever y 
1,000 peopl e i n th e population , ho w man y p o s s e s s rad i o 
rece iv ing se t s ? Ho w man y t r a n s i s t o r r ad io s a r e sol d ever y 
y e a r ? Wha t i s th e annua l sa l e o f gramophon e r e c o r d s -  ho w 
a r e thes e broke n dow n int o pops , c l a s s i ca l ? Ho w man y news -
p a p e r s a r e sol d pe r 1,00 0 peopl e i n th e cit y an d r u r a l a r e a s 
- i n th e mornin g an d i n th e afternoon ? Ho w man y peopl e g o t o 
the cinem a p e r y e a r , wha t movie s a r e th e mos t popular ? I n 
the fiel d o f dramat i c p r e s e n t a t i o n s , ho w man y play s a r e pu t 
on i n an y y e a r ? Ho w man y peopl e pa y t o se e thes e plays ? 
What i s th e r a t e a t whic h peopl e r ea d book s borrowe d fro m 
the Nationa l L i b r a r y ? Ho w man y book s a r e sol d i n George -
town ove r a  y e a r an d o f wha t type ? Wha t i s th e tota l o f boo k 
production i n Guyan a an d ho w d o thes e brea k dow n t o l i t e r a r y 
text books , par t y promotiona l l i t e r a tu r e ? Ho w man y chi ldre n 
vis i ted th e Nationa l Museum ? Wha t i s th e numbe r o f adult s 
to d o so ? Ho w man y a r t exhibition s wer e stage d i n George -
town an d wha t wa s th e at tendance ? Ho w man y painting s an d 
other work s o f a r t s wer e sold ? Whe n th e Calypsonia n Sparro w 
came t o Guyan a ho w man y peopl e hea r d hi m perfor m an d a t 
what forces ? Wha t i s th e numbe r o f concer t r e c i t a l s p resen te d 
las t y e a r ? 
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It i s fairl y eas y t o ge t th e answer s t o thes e questio n onc e 
we se t the m out . I n th e teachin g o f th e a r t s i t i s mor e 
difficult t o evaluat e th e degre e o f stimulatio n an d promotio n 
of c rea t iv i ty . I n a  s e r i e s o f l e c tu re s t o t e a c h e r s o n 
creat iv i ty an d th e product s o f th e c rea t iv e p r o c e s s , i t ma y 
be impossibl e t o sa y wha t happen s an d t o m e a s u r e . 

Guyana p o s s e s s e s a  Nationa l T r u s t fo r th e p rese rva t io n o f 
i ts Cultura l H e r i t a g e . I t i s difficul t t o a s s e s s th e wor k bein g 
done t o a r r e s t th e de te r io ra t io n o f Fo r t Is land . Final ly , wha t 
is th e impac t upo n th e peopl e o f Georgetow n b y th e erect io n 
of th e 176 3 Monument ; ho w hav e th e mind s an d at t i tude s o f 
v iewers bee n shape d awa y fro m a  two-cen t re d appreciat io n 
of aes thet i c value s toward s a n appreciat io n o f th e Afr o 
cent red value s embodie d i n th e Monument . 

I mus t sto p he r e befor e I  bor e yo u u t t e r ly , bu t i  hop e yo u wil l 
apprec ia te th e dept h an d th e rang e o f thes e aspec t s o f ou r 
national cul tura l identit y an d th e complexit y o f th e syste m 
that wil l b e eventuall y e labora te d t o measur e thi s aspec t o f 
our nationa l l i fe . I t wil l mea n a  r e -o r i en ta t io n o f approache s 
by th e nationa l agencie s fo r development ; an d wil l involve : 
financing, widesprea d t ra in in g o f censu s t a k e r s , th e 
enhancement o f th e cul tura l conten t i n educat ion , th e t r a i n -
ing an d involvemen t o f a r t i s t s an d adminis t ra t ions , a  s e r i e s 
of r e s e a r c h s tud ies , a  massiv e campaig n fo r popula r a w a r e -
nes s an d par t i c ipa t ion . 

We mus t mov e fro m th e need s t o th e function s an d the n procee d 
to th e s t ruc tu r e withi n th e framewor k o f a  nationa l informa -
tion pol icy . Afte r I  ha d drafte d m y presen ta t ion , I  sa w i n 
today ' s newspape r th re e a r t i c l e s whic h hav e a  bearin g o n ou r 
subject . On e wa s a n appea l b y S i r Lione l Luckhoo , fo r a 
v ibrant Resea rc h sectio n a t th e Univers i t y t o tes t ou t th e ol d 
wives ' remedie s tha t enr ic h ou r fol k l o r e . Th e secon d wa s 
an examinatio n b y Hamaludi n o f th e approache s b y th e Guyan a 
Manufac turers Associat io n fo r governmen t a s s i s t anc e an d 
support throug h foreig n exchang e p e r m i t s . I n thi s w e lear n 
of th e formulatio n o f a  polic y o n Scienc e an d Technolog y b y 
the Guyan a Governmen t an d th e th i r d i s a  bac k pag e a r t ic l e 
on th e poss ibl e boost s i n too l making , th e Manufacturer s ca n 
make upo n th e Guyan a economy . Thes e th re e p r i c e s ma y 
add u p t o th e fac t tha t th e Guyan a publi c i s no t gettin g th e 
se rv ice i t d e s e r v e s fro m i t s p r e s s , bu t cer ta in l y under l ine s 
the fac t tha t publi c a w a r e n e s s i s abysmall y smal l o f th e par t 
that Scienc e an d Technolog y ca n pla y i n ou r nationa l l i fe . 

We nee d t o hav e thi s typ e o f informatio n mediate d t o ou r 
school chi ldre n i n th e c lass roo m situatio n s o tha t the y ma y 
become familia r wit h thes e concep t s . 
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