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T h e r e shoul d b e n o doub t i n anyone ' s min d tha t the r e i s a n 
information explosio n i n Scienc e an d Technology . I t i s 
becoming increas ingl y difficul t fo r developin g count r ie s t o 
purchase al l th e informatio n the y nee d -  A  syste m o f r e s o u r c e 
shar ing seem s t o b e th e a n s w e r . 

In thi s r epo r t Scienc e an d Technolog y Informatio n (STI ) i s 
taken t o mean , informatio n o n th e s t a t u s , p r o g r e s s an d 
r e s u l t s o f r e s e a r c h developmen t an d o the r act iv i ty , an d o n 
the applicatio n o f suc h r e s u l t s , togethe r wit h an y othe r 
information o f potentia l us e i n an y scientifi c o r technologica l 
ac t iv i ty . B y syste m w e mea n an y plac e wher e the r e i s a 
collection o f scienc e an d technolog y informatio n whethe r 
this i s organize d o r not . 

Based o n th e abov e definitio n w e hav e bee n abl e t o identif y 
84 ST I col lect ion s d is t r ibute d a s follows : Governmen t 24 ; 
P r iva t e 3 1 ; Univers i t y o f th e Wes t l n d i e s l 9 . 

P r iva t e Sec to r 

In th e pr iva t e sec to r man y o f th e 3 1 col lect ion s a r e small , 
often no t o rgan ized , bu t highl y spec ia l ized . Thes e collect ion s 
a r e no t ope n t o th e publi c an d s o the r e i s a  wealt h o f informa -
tion whic h i s no t access ib l e t o th e r e s t o f th e scienc e an d 
technology community . 

Univers i ty 

The Mai n L i b r a r y a t th e Univers i t y o f th e Wes t Indie s ha s tw o 
b r a n c h e s , th e Scienc e L i b r a r y an d th e Medica l L i b r a r y . 
T h e r e a r e a ls o 1 7 departmenta l co l lec t ions , whic h a r e no t 
o rgan ized , dealin g wit h scienc e an d technolog y information . 
These departmenta l col lect ion s a r e onl y access ib l e t o th e 
staff o f th e depa r tmen t s . 

The followin g s e rv i ce s a r e offere d b y th e Scienc e L ib ra r y 
and Medica l L i b r a r y : -

(a) I n t e r - l i b r a r y lendin g 
(b) Photocopyin g 
(c) Distr ibut io n o f Access ion s l i s t s 
(d) Extensio n o f readin g an d re fe renc e 

faci l i t ies 
(e) Telephon e enquir ie s 
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Government (includin g Sta tu tor y Bodies ) 

The re a r e a  tota l o f 24 - col lect ions i n thi s sec t ion . Si x o f 
t h e s e , namel y Minis t r y o f Agr icu l tu re , Burea u o f S t a n d a r d s , 
Jamaica Industr ia l Developmen t Corpora t ion , Jamaic a Bauxit e 
Ins t i tu te , Minis t r y o f Minin g an d Natura l Resource s an d 
Scientific R e s e a r c h Counci l a r e l a rg e organize d l i b r a r i e s . 
The Minis t r y o f Agr icu l tur e an d th e Scientifi c Resea rc h 
Council a r e ope n t o th e publi c a s r e f e renc e l i b r a r i e s . 

The Technica l Informatio n Sect io n (TIS ) i s a  sectio n o f th e 
Scientific R e s e a r c h Counci l (SRC) , Jamaica . Scientifi c 
R e s e a r c h Counci l i s a  Governmen t Resea rc h Organizat io n 
which inves t igate s th e feasibil i t y o f producin g ne w product s 
from loca l ra w mate r i a l s whic h wil l boos t th e econom y o f 
the Is land . 

The object ive s o f th e Technica l Informatio n Se rv i c e a r e : 

1. Developin g an d maintainin g a  technica l l i b r a r y 
which pr imar i l y meet s th e informatio n need s o f 
the r e s e a r c h staff ; 

2 . T o b e a  r e f e r enc e cen t r e fo r S c i e n t i s t s , 
I ndus t r i a l i s t s , Businessme n an d T e a c h e r s 
of Sc i ence ; 

3 . Th e disseminat io n o f scientifi c an d technica l 
information b y p repa r in g an d publ ishing : 

(a) A n abs t rac t in g journa l ; 
(b) Th e Journa l o f th e Scientifi c Resea rc h 

Council , a  p r imar y journa l r epor t in g 
local r e s e a r c h ; 

(c) Th e Counci l ' s Annua l Repor t 
(d) Technica l P a p e r 
(e) Occasiona l pape r 
(f ) Als o ac t s a s publ i she r fo r an y loca l 

sc ience an d technolog y information . 

The function s o f th e TI S are. : 

1. Acquisit io n 
2 . Cataloguin g an d Classif icat io n 
3 . Referenc e 
4 . Re fe r r a l 
5 . Disseminatio n 
6 . Archiva l 

T h e r e i s a  wealt h o f STI  i n Jamaic a bu t i t i s inaccess ib l e t o 
the Sc ienc e an d Technolog y Communit y becaus e e i the r i t s 
a c c e s s i s r e s t r i c t e d o r i t i s no t o rgan ized . E i the r o f 
these problem s i s withou t a  solut ion . 

Collect ions ca n b e expose d t o a  wide r numbe r o f u s e r s b y 
e i ther a  switchin g sys tem : 
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procuring materia l locate d i n anothe r Uni t 
of th e networ k fo r th e user ; 

or a  referra l system: -

informing th e use r wher e th e informatio n ca n 
be located . 

The Scientifi c Researc h Counci l propose s tha t a  networ k 
of Scienc e an d Technolog y informatio n system s b e establish -
ed, eac h uni t maintainin g autonomou s administration o f it s 
collection, bu t cooperatin g it s individua l resourc e t o th e 
total wealt h o f th e island , 

A network ha s bee n propose d rathe r tha n a  monolithi c 
structure -  becaus e 

1. Institution s alread y exist ; 
2. Ne w one s ca n develo p a s th e nee d a r i ses ; 
3 . Informatio n wil l no w b e accessibl e t o th e 

total use r communit y rathe r tha n a  selec t 
few. 

By formin g suc h a  networ k i t i s hope d tha t th e followin g 
benefits wil l b e realized : 

1. "Unio n Catalogue ; 
2 . Wide r Coverag e fo r all ; 
3 . Reciproca l borrowing ; 
4 . Avoidanc e o f excessiv e duplication . 

Related Service s t o Scienc e an d Technolog y Automatio n 

There ar e a  fe w automatio n systems . 

The Institut e o f Jamaic a Wes t Indie s Referenc e Librar y ha s 
a KWI C indexin g programm e whic h i s bein g use d t o inde x 
the Dail y Gleaner , oldes t an d ou r majo r Newspaper . 

Alcan Informatio n Centr e ha s a  periodica l routin g syste m i n 
operation. 

Several l ibrarie s i n th e S  an d T  disciplin e als o hav e acces s 
to compute r services . Plan s ar e bein g mad e fo r othe r 
computer service s suc h a s Agris , Devsi s an d UNIDA . 

Recently i n Jamaic a ther e wa s a  demonstratio n o f On-lin e 
service vi a Telex-TW X t o th e Lockhee d Dialog System . 

In Jamaic a ther e i s a  Nationa l Councilo n Librar ies , Archive s 
and Documentatio n Service s whic h ha s th e followin g term s 
of reference : 

1. T o stud y i n detai l an d mak e recommendation s 
direct t o Governmen t fo r on e integrate d 
National Pla n fo r th e systemati c developmen t 
of al l type s o f Librar ies , Archive s an d 
Documentation Services ; 
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2 . T o stud y i n detai l an d mak e recommendation s 
to stimulat e an d expan d th e developmen t o f 
the L i b r a r i e s o f pr ivat e organizat ion s an d 
develop officia l channel s fo r usin g the i r 
r e s o u r c e s (unclassif ie d mater ia l ) i n th e 
National pool , followin g th e NATI S (Nationa l 
Information Sys tem , concep t a s recommende d 
by UNESCO ; 

3 . T o stud y an d advis e Governmen t o n legislatio n 
r equ i r ed t o es tabl i s h nationa l l i b r a r y wit h 
provis ion fo r lega l deposi t ; 

4 . T o revie w continuousl y th e Nation ' s l i b ra r y 
needs an d advis e Governmen t o n nationa l 
p r i o r i t i e s i n th e budgetar y p rov i s ions ; 

5 . T o examin e recommende d s tandard s fo r 
these s e r v i c e s an d advis e Governmen t o n 
any n e c e s s a r y modificatio n an d legislat io n 
for th e implementatio n o f NATIONA L 
STANDARDS a s guideline s fo r upgradin g 
these s e r v i c e s i n Jamaica . 

The Governmen t cons ide r s i t a  matte r o f urgenc y t o es tabl is h 
a nationa l informatio n syste m whic h woul d coordinat e and /o r 
in tegra te al l th e re levan t s e r v i c e s thu s obtainin g g r e a t e r 
effectiveness an d th e economica l us e o f limite d r e s o u r c e s 
without detr imen t t o th e t rad i t ion s an d spec ia l i se d function s 
of individua l s e r v i c e s . 

It i s wit h thi s i n min d tha t D r . Doroth y Colling s wa s aske d 
by th e Nationa l Counci l t o advis e the m o n l i b r a r y development . 

D r . Colling s approache d thi s assignmen t b y sett in g u p te n 
(10) workin g p a r t i e s namely : -

1. Nationa l P r i o r i t i e s , Legislat io n an d Financia l 
Support ; 

2 . L i b r a r i e s o f th e Univers i t y o f th e Wes t Indies ; 
3 . Nationa l L i b r a r y o f Jamaica ; 
4 . Publi c an d Schoo l L i b r a r i e s ; 

5 . Archive s an d Record s Management ; 
6 . Informatio n S e r v i c e s i n Scienc e an d Technology ; 
7 . Governmen t an d Specia l L i b r a r i e s (exclusiv e o f 

Science an d Technology) ; 
8 . Manpowe r R e s o u r c e s ; 
9 . Dat a Bank s an d Automatio n i n L i b r a r i e s ; 

10. Publishin g an d Product ion : Book s an d Audi o 
Vi sua l . 

Repor t s o f thes e Workin g p a r t i e s hav e bee n sen t t o D r . 
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Collings fo r incorporat io n i n he r r e po r t t o th e Nationa l 
Council . I t i s o n thi s r e po r t tha t Governmen t wil l ac t . 

The followin g i s a  l is t o f th e organize d ST l col lect ions : 

LIST O F ORGANISE D ST l COLLECTIO N 

L i b r a r y Discipl ine Address 

Banana 

Jamaica Bauxit e 
Inst i tute 

Scientif ic R e s e a r c h 
Council 

Banana 

Bauxite an d 
re l a t ed field s 

Agro-Indus t ry 
Nutri t ion 
Mineralogy an d 
other re la te d 
f ie lds . 

10 Sout h 
Avenue, 

Kingston 4 , 
Jamaica, W. I . 

P . O . Bo x 359 , 
Kingston 5 , 
Jamaica, W. I . 

P . O . Bo x 35 0 
Kingston 6 , 
Jamaica, W . l . 

Jamaica Industr ia l 
Development C o r p o r a -
tion 

Min i s t ry o f Agr icu l tur e 

Minis t ry o f Minin g an d 
Natura l R e s o u r c e s 

Science L i b r a r y 

Medical L i b r a r y 

Alcan Informatio n Cente r 

Seprod 

Industr ia l Deve -
lopment includin g 
Agro- Indus t r ia l 
and Buildin g 

Agr icul ture 

Geology, Wate r 
R e s ou rc e s th e 
environment 

Natural Scienc e 

Medicine 

Bauxite produc -
tion 

Soap Technolog y 
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4 Wincheste r 
Road, 

Kingston 10 , 
Jamaica, W . l . 

P . O . Bo x 480 , 
Kingston 6 , 
Jamaica W . l . 

P . O . Bo x 495 , 
Kingston 5 , 
Jamaica W . I . 

P . O . Bo x 104 , 
U . W . I . , 
Mona, 
Kingston 7 , 
Jamaica 

U . W . I . , Mona , 
Kingston 7 , 
Jamaica, W . l . 

Kirkvine Work s 
Kirkvine P . O . 
Jamaica W . l . 

6 P r o d u c e r ' s 
Road, 

P . O . Bo x 271 , 
Kingston, 
Jamaica W . l . 
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