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It i s n e c e s s a r y firs t o f al l t o examin e i n dept h th e function s 
and rol e o f th e var iou s Scientifi c Institution s existin g i n a 
country , befor e on e ca n firs t determin e th e s i ze , an d scop e 
of desig n o f a  syste m o f th e receip t an d disseminatio n o f 
scientific information . 

It woul d appea r tha t Barbados , lik e mos t developin g count -
r i e s , ha s inheri te d fro m it s colonia l day s system s o f on e 
kind o r another , whic h wer e originall y designe d t o fee d 
information int o th e r ecep tac l e s o f th e metropolita n powe r 
which wa s a t th e tim e dominatin g th e act ivi t ie s o f th e 
pa r t i cu la r count ry . 

On th e othe r hand , developin g an d especial l y newl y 
independent count r ie s suc h a s Barbados , hav e foun d i t 
nece s sa ry t o institut e ne w sys tems , se t u p ne w department s 
of Government , encourag e an d as s i s t wit h establishmen t 
of insti tution s o f varyin g kinds ; al l i n a n effor t t o determin e 
for th e count ry ' s ow n good , wha t i s availabl e t o i t an d wha t 
maximum us e the y ca n b e pu t t o . 

In thi s connection , th e establishmen t o f a n institutio n lik e 
the Barbado s Nationa l S tandard s Institut e come s readil y t o 
mind. Thi s Institutio n ha s emerge d ou t o f th e necess i t y fo r 
some s tandar d measur e o f contro l ove r th e var iou s product s 
that wer e no t bein g produce d an d manufacture d i n th e country . 

It i s a t thi s poin t tha t I  wil l examin e th e scientifi c informatio n 
system tha t i s availabl e i n th e count ry . I f w e tak e a  firs t 
look a t th e manufactur e o f peppe r - sauc e a s par t o f th e over -
all operat io n o f a n agro indus t r ia l plant , th e efficienc y o r 
inefficiencies o f th e exist in g informatio n system s shoul d 
become apparen t . 

The nee d migh t o r r a the r wil l a r i s e fo r informatio n r e g a r d -
ing th e presen t an d potentia l 'outpu t o f pepper s b y fa rmers ; 
information wil l a ls o b e requ i re d a s t o wha t a r e presen t 
yie lds pe r h e c t a r e , a s wel l a s a n indicatio n a s t o i f thes e 
p resen t y ie ld s coul d b e improved , an d i f s o t o wha t exten t 
and i n wha t lengt h o f t ime . Thi s la t te r bein g mos t importan t 
as th e indus t r i a l i s t , plannin g hi s opera t ion , o r fo r a n 
expansion o f hi s opera t ion , wil l o f necess i t y requi r e rel iabl e 
answers t o thes e ques t ions , whic h a r e onl y a  fe w o f myriad s 
that woul d nee d t o b e answered . 

These fe w shoul d suffic e fo r th e purpos e o f thi s e x e r c i s e . 
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Let u s examin e firs t o f a l l . th e availabili t y o f th e information . 
The firs t approac h wil l b e mad e t o th e Ministr y o f Agricul tur e 
- a  r a t h e r larg e inst i tut ion , comprisin g severa l department s 
and division s eac h employin g severa l s c o r e s o f people . 
Where o r t o who m shoul d th e reques t fo r thi s informatio n b e 
d i rec ted? 

Severa l c o u r s e s o f actio n a r e availabl e t o th e recep t ion is t . 
They ma y re fe r enqu i re r t o an y one  o f th e followin g sect ion s 
or p e r s o n s : 

The Chie f Agr icul tura l Office r 
One o f th e Deput y Chie f Agricul tura l Officer s 
The L ib ra r y 
The Agricul tura l Informatio n Uni t 
The Economi c P lannin g Uni t 
One o f th e Resea rc h Agronomis ts . 

It shoul d b e note d he r e tha t onl y thos e tha t a r e mos t likel y 
to hav e th e a n s w e r s requ i re d hav e bee n include d i n thi s l i s t . 
T h e r e i s th e othe r sid e t o thi s problem , an d tha t i s th e 
difficult}' th e recept ionis t ma y hav e i n determinin g wher e t o 
send th e reques t an d migh t en d u p r e fe r r in g th e enqui re r t o 
an adminis trat iv e office . 

This l a t te r statemen t i s no t mad e lightly , bu t r a the r emphasise s 
the lac k o f a  cent ra l informatio n collectin g cen t r e fo r sc ien -
tific operat io n eve n withi n a  smal l institutio n suc h a s th e 
Minis t ry o f Agr i cu l tu re , on e segmen t o f th e governmen t 
ope ra t ions . Th e othe r poin t tha t coul d b e mad e h e r e , i s 
that i t i s mor e tha n likel y tha t th e enqu i re r woul d no t b e abl e 
to obtai n a n answe r fro m any , o r a  combinatio n o f th e person s 
or sect ion s l is te d above . 

This las t statemen t doe s no t impl y tha t th e informatio n i s no t 
ava i lab le . A s a  matte r o f fact , wit h re fe renc e t o th e p a r t i -
cular cas e -  p e p p e r s , an d th e poss ib i l i t i e s therefor e -  ther e 
is abundan t documente d mater ia l i n th e for m o f r e s e a r c h 
r e p o r t s whic h hav e bee n mad e ove r th e y e a r s . 

But th e majo r questio n stil l a r i s e s -  wher e a r e they ? Wha t 
is th e syste m use d fo r col lec t ing , col la t ing , s to r ing , d i s t r i -
buting, e t c . o f suc h data ? Th e answe r i s no t a  simpl e one . 

Let u s f irs t hav e a  loo k a t th e agencie s whic h hav e act ivi t ie s 
of a  scientifi c n a t u r e . The y a r e : 

The Universit y o f th e Wes t Indie s 
The Caribbea n Developmen t Ban k 
The Minis t r y o f Agr icul tur e 
The Publi c L ib ra r y 
The Caribbea n Agricul tura l Resea rc h an d 

Development Institut e 

Now tim e an d spac e doe s no t permi t a  detaile d examinatio n 
of function s o f thes e var iou s ins t i tu t ions , o r thei r contr ibu -
tions t o scientifi c knowledge ; suffic e i t t o sa y tha t e i the r 
individually o r col lect ively , ther e i s an d I  emphasis e ther e 
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i s , th e informatio n r equ i re d b y th e en t r ep reneu r wh o mad e 
the reques t concernin g th e p e p p e r s . 

What ma y b e o f mor e tha n pass in g in te res t i s th e method s 
used b y thes e var iou s inst i tut ion s fo r th e p r o c e s s i n g , thi s 
word use d i n it s wides t s e n s e , o f th e scientifi c informatio n 
acquired b y the m e i the r b y the i r ow n r e s e a r c h o r fro m 
r e p o r t s o f othe r agencie s fe d int o the m fo r ana ly s i s , the i r 
own us e o r t o supplemen t othe r wor k bein g don e b y othe r 
a g e n c i e s . 

It ma y b e appropr ia t e a t thi s tim e t o hav e a  loo k a t th e 
organisat ion wit h whic h I  a m mor e familia r -  Th e Minis t r y 
of Agr i cu l tu re . Scientifi c informatio n ma y b e supplie d 
e i ther b y r e s e a r c h o r extensio n staff . Thi s woul d normall y 
be don e b y wa y o f th e r epo r t system , e i the r per iodica l ly , 
annually, o r a s th e occasio n n e c e s s i t a t e s . Usual ly , thes e 
r e p o r t s woul d b e d i rec te d t o th e Chie f Agricul tura l Office r 
through th e appropr ia t e deputy . Dependen t on  th e na tur e o f 
the informatio n containe d i n th e r e p o r t , copie s ma y b e 
channelled t o som e o r al l o f th e followin g agenc ie s : 

1. Th e " F i l e " 
2 . Th e Min i s t ry ' s L ib ra r y 
3 . Th e Publi c L ib ra r y 
4. F a r m e r s ' Organisa t ion s 
5 . Th e Insti tution s r e f e r r e d t o i n a 

previous paragrap h 

What doe s no t happe n i s th e opposit e t o thi s out-flo w o f 
information tha t i s , ther e i s n o stead y o r sustaine d inflo w 
of scientifi c informatio n int o th e Min is t ry , an d fur ther , eve n 
where ther e i s a n inflo w the r e i s n o char te d cours e fo r th e 
analys is an d s torag e o f thi s informatio n a s i t become s avai l -
ab l e . I  woul d ventur e t o sa y tha t thi s appl ie s similarl y t o 
severa l othe r agencie s fo r scientifi c knowledge . 

This lead s t o th e conclusio n therefor e tha t ther e i s a  d i r e 
need fo r th e examinatio n o f th e scientifi c informatio n system s 
as the y no w ex is t , wit h a  vie w t o makin g the m effectiv e an d 
possibly produc t ive . T o summarize : 

1. The r e i s a  wealt h o f scientifi c informatio n o n a 
var ie ty o f subject s availabl e i n Barbados ; 

2 . The r e a r e severa l agencie s whic h obtain , p roduce , 
collect an d channe l scientifi c informatio n t o othe r 
agencies o r th e publ ic : 

3 . The r e i s no  co-ord ina te d effor t betwee n th e var iou s 
inst i tut ions t o cen t r a l i s e an d codif y th e availabl e 
information ; 

4. The r e i s a  nee d fo r th e establishmen t o f a  unifie d 
system o f r e p o r t : 

5 . O n failin g (4) . a n es tabl ishe d syste m o f in te r -
change r e p o r t s : an d 

6 . The r e i s need  fo r a  cent ra l poo l t o whic h al l 
scientific informatio n shoul d b e d i r ec t ed . 
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