
INTRODUCTION 

The Commonwealth Pacific Regional Seminar /Workshop on "Education and the 
Community: Pa r tne r sh ip for Development" was organized in the Cook Islands 
by the Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t , in response to the growing concern , not 
only in the Pacific Region, but throughout the world , about the way in which 
education programmes can be tied more c losely to the goals of national deve-
lopment. It was the f i rs t time that the re la t ionship between education and 
community development had been given detailed examination at a Commonwealth 
meeting. 

Pa r t i cu l a r attention at the meeting was given to community part icipation 
in education, ways of adapting education in response to presen t and future 
needs , out-of-school education and changes in agr icul ture and industry to 
absorb school l e a v e r s . As an integral par t of the programme of the meeting, 
part icipants from each country designed one o r two projects re la ted to the 
themes d i scussed , so that on r e tu rn home some of the pr inciples and ideas 
which a rose could be put into p r a c t i c e . 

The Seminar /Workshop was a co-opera t ive venture between the 
Education Division of the Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t and the Commonwealth 
Youth Programme. Funds for fares and other expenses were provided by the 
Commonwealth Fund for Technical Co-operat ion and the Commonwealth Youth 
Programme. It was the f i r s t time that such a joint project had been 
undertaken. 

Delegates at the Seminar /Workshop came from twelve Commonwealth 
countr ies in the Pacific region: the Cook Is lands , F i j i , the Gilbert I s lands , 
the New Hebr ides , New Zealand, Niue, Papua New Guinea, the Solomon 
Is lands , Tokelau Island, Tonga, Tuvalu and Western Samoa. In addition, one 
part icipant came from American Samoa, as a guest of the South Pacific 
Commission. The South Pacific Commission and the Universi ty of the South 
Pacific were also r ep re sen t ed . 

The Commonwealth S e c r e t a r i a t is grateful to the Government of the 
Cook Is lands , and in par t i cu la r to the Minis t ry of Health and Educat ion, for 
hosting the meeting. Special thanks a r e due to the Chairman, 
Mr . Ngereteina Puna, who s t ee red the sess ions so ably, Mr . Te re Tangaroa, 
the Assis tant Seminar D i r ec to r , and to our consultants and the obse rve r s who 
also contributed effectively to the work of the Seminar . 
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