
Preface 

This volume contains the record o f the sixth i n a  series o f judicial colloqui a o n internationa l 
human right s norms, held i n Bloemfontein , Sout h Africa , fro m 3  to 5 September 1993 . Th e 
series bega n i n Bangalore , India , i n 1988 , wit h subsequen t meeting s hel d a t variou s 
Commonwealth venues : Harare , Zimbabw e (1989) ; Banjul , Th e Gambi a (1990) ; Abuja , 
Nigeria (1991 ) an d a t Ballio l College , Oxford , Englan d (1992) . 

In all, there were over 50 participants. Senio r Judges from sixtee n Commonwealth countrie s 
and th e Untie d State s o f Americ a joine d leadin g Sout h Africa n judge s an d jurist s a t th e 
colloquium, hosted b y the Hon Mr Justice Μ Μ Corbett , Chief Justic e of Sout h Africa . Th e 
list o f participants appear s a t page ix. . 

As o n previou s occasions , th e colloquiu m wa s concerne d wit h th e broa d them e o f th e 
domestic application o f internationa l huma n rights norms. Withi n this theme the colloquium 
concentrated o n discriminatio n (o n ground s o f bot h gende r an d race ) an d freedo m o f 
expression, matter s whic h ar e hig h amon g th e contemporar y concern s o f Sout h Africa n 
lawyers. Th e colloquiu m wa s hel d i n Sout h Afric a i n respons e t o th e wishe s o f a  broa d 
spectrum o f Sout h Africa n jurist s wh o welcome d th e opportunit y t o assis t th e transitio n 
process b y furtherin g informe d discussio n o n th e implementatio n an d applicatio n o f 
international huma n right s norm s amongs t th e Judiciar y an d senio r lawyers , wh o wil l b e 
called upo n to interpre t th e human right s provisions i n the ne w Sout h Africa n Constitution . 

The concludin g statemen t o f th e colloquium , referre d t o a s th e Bloemfontei n Statemen t o f 
1993, is reproduced a t page vi. Th e Statement reaffirm s th e principles accepted i n the earlier 
judicial colloqui a an d welcome s th e movemen t toward s a  non-racia l an d democrati c Sout h 
Africa wit h a  constitutio n whic h guarantee s th e protectio n o f fundamenta l huma n rights . 
Participants affirmed th e importance o f internationa l human rights law and comparative case 
law in the interpretation of national constitutions, and confirmed thei r belief that the provision 
of justice require s a  competent , independen t an d broadbase d judiciary . Th e principl e tha t 
public authoritie s ma y b e require d t o tak e affirmativ e actio n wher e necessar y t o achiev e 
equality an d t o addres s discrimination , an d mus t eliminat e indirec t a s wel l a s intentiona l 
discrimination wa s broadl y supported . Finally , participant s recognise d th e specia l 
responsibility o f judges to ensure the compliance b y al l branches o f government a t al l times 
with the legal principle s o f a  free society . 

The Bloemfontein colloquium , as with the preceding one s in the series, was organised jointly 
by th e Lega l an d Constitutiona l Affair s Divisio n o f th e Commonwealt h Secretaria t an d 
INTERIGHTS (th e International  Centr e fo r th e Lega l Protectio n o f Huma n Rights) , wit h 
funding b y a  consortiu m o f donor s comprisin g th e Britis h Oversea s Developmen t 
Administration (ODA) ; th e Kagis o Trust ; th e Canadia n Embass y Dialogu e Fun d an d th e 
British Counci l whos e generosit y i s gratefull y acknowledged . 
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