
PREFACE 

This i s th e fift h editio n o f th e conspectu s o f Commonwealt h La w Refor m 
Agencies' proposal s fo r la w refor m an d o f th e progres s mad e i n th e 
implementation o f suc h proposals . Sinc e th e las t issu e i n 198 7 ther e ha s 
been a  considerabl e increas e i n th e wor k don e b y existin g agencies ; ne w 
agencies hav e bee n establishe d an d they , and other s no t previousl y listed , 
are no w included . 

It i s recognise d tha t thi s compilatio n i s not exhaustive . I n som e o f thos e 
Commonwealth countrie s whos e la w refor m activitie s ar e her e recorde d ther e 
are othe r organ s tha n th e forma l an d permanen t agencie s o f la w reform , 
sometimes standin g committees , fo r example , o f legislature s dealin g wit h 
particular topic s an d sometime s a d ho c bodie s established , o r eve n 
individuals retained , t o conside r an d t o propos e th e refor m o f a  specifi c 
area o f th e law . Th e activitie s o f suc h organ s an d individual s sometime s 
come t o th e notic e o f th e Edito r o f th e Commonwealt h La w Bulleti n an d ar e 
mentioned therein , usually , bu t no t necessarily , unde r th e 'La w Reform ' 
heading. Again , man y report s o f La w Refor m Commission s ar e precede d b y 
Issues Papers , Researc h Paper s o r Workin g Papers , o r othe r preparator y 
and inquisitiv e publications , which ar e subsequentl y subsume d i n reports . 
Few o f th e forme r categor y o f report , and no t al l o f th e latte r categor y 
of inquir y are include d herein . 

This issu e bring s th e compilatio n up-to-dat e a s a t Decembe r 1990 . Wherever 
appropriate, referenc e i s made t o an y not e 1 n th e Bulleti n (C.L.B. ) o f a 
Report, Workin g Paper , etc . A s i n th e cas e o f previou s issues , thi s ha s 
been prepare d fro m material kindl y an d readil y supplie d b y th e variou s La w 
Reform agencie s themselves , without whose assistance thi s compilation woul d 
not hav e been possible ; and i t i s gratefully acknowledged . 

Attention i s drawn t o the existence o f the Law Reform Database develope d b y 
the Law Reform Commissio n o f British Colombia : se e (1990 ) 1 6 C.L.B. 1443 . 
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