
The Danish Market 
Tropical and Off-Season Fruit and Vegetables: an Overview 
The Danis h domesti c marke t i s o f limited direc t interes t t o exporter s o f 
exotic produc t du e t o th e smal l populatio n (5. 1 million), the stron g Danis h 
farming industr y an d convenien t acces s t o the majo r frui t importin g port s o f 
Hamburg an d Rotterda m an d airport s a t Schipo l (Amsterdam ) an d Frankfurt . 

Imports o f fresh frui t an d vegetable s decline d fro m 526,00 0 ton s i n 198 7 t o 
385,000 ton s i n 1990 . The economi c recessio n an d substantia l increase s i n 
sales o f loca l frui t durin g th e recen t goo d summer s hav e bee n responsible . 
Against thi s genera l tendency , ther e ha s been a  significant increas e i n 
demand fo r a  number o f firs t generatio n exotic s suc h a s melons an d 
avocados. I n the Copenhage n urba n are a ther e i s growing consume r interes t 
in secon d generatio n exotic s develope d b y shop s stockin g a  wide rang e a t 
modest price s designe d t o attrac t impuls e purchasers . Hig h overhead s an d 
wastage resul t i n margina l profit s fro m mino r exotics . Nevertheless , ther e ar e 
good prospect s fo r som e secon d generatio n exotic s t o cros s th e threshol d an d 
become firs t generatio n products . 

Produce Retailin g 
In compariso n wit h othe r Nordi c countrie s th e distributiv e trade s i n 
Denmark ar e les s concentrate d an d centralised . Although , a s i n Sweden , onl y 
three retai l group s dominat e th e retai l sector , a t 60 % thei r shar e o f the foo d 
retail busines s i s rather lower . 

FDB Co-operative 35 % 
Dansk Supermarke d 15 % 
Dagrofa 10 % 

The remainin g 40 % o f the marke t i s distribute d betwee n te n retai l chain s 
and independents , wit h n o on e grou p havin g mor e tha n a  5 % marke t share . 
The busines s situatio n amon g thes e retai l chain s i s highly volatil e an d 
further concentration , throug h partnership s an d acquisitions , i s expecte d 
over th e nex t fe w years . 

Market Channel s 
The marketin g channel s availabl e t o exporter s o f fresh produc e t o Denmar k 
are influence d b y Denmark' s statu s a s a n E C member an d it s locatio n o n th e 
north wes t coas t o f Europe. Thes e combin e t o establis h it s rol e a s th e 
gateway t o the Nordi c grou p o f countries . Copenhage n internationa l airpor t 
functions a s the Nordi c ai r traffi c centre . Direc t motorwa y link s fro m Jutlan d 
to the sout h provid e convenien t acces s t o Hambur g an d Rotterdam . 
Northwards ther e ar e excellen t road , rai l an d se a freigh t link s throug h 
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Helsingborg int o Swede n o r Norway . Thi s ha s helpe d t o kee p aliv e a  wid e 
variety o f importers an d wholesaler s distribute d throughou t th e country , 
which no t onl y servic e th e smalle r retai l chain s an d independen t retailer s 
but ar e als o use d b y th e centra l buyin g organisatio n o f the mai n co-operativ e 
and supermarke t chains . Fo r example , th e importer/wholesaler s Th . Olese n 
and Brdr . Lembek e A/S , a  member o f the Nordi c Vikin g group , provid e a 
competitive purchas e an d deliver y servic e o n contrac t t o individua l 
supermarket chains . 

The structur e an d activitie s o f the leadin g retai l group s ar e a s follows : 

FDB Co-operative: The larges t co-operativ e retailin g grou p i n Denmar k wit h 
approximately 2,30 0 retai l outlets . 50 % -  60% o f the outlet s ar e owne d b y 
FDB; the res t operat e o n a  franchise basis . A wide rang e o f fresh produce , 
normally 16 0 -  170 items , carrie d i n eac h stor e accoun t fo r 8%-10 % o f 
turnover. Stor e type s rang e fro m th e supermarke t chai n Fakta , t o the quality -
oriented Irm a chai n o f stores . Th e FD B centra l purchasin g organisatio n i s 
responsible fo r procuremen t an d issue s weekl y pric e guidanc e t o the retai l 
outlets, quotin g price s e x centra l warehous e an d suggeste d retai l price s 
including a n averag e mar k u p o f 33%-40% . 

Dansk Supermarked : A  large distributio n grou p jointl y owne d b y tw o 
shipping companies , A  P Moller an d F  Sailing . Dans k Supermarke d 
undertakes importing , wholesalin g an d distributio n fo r it s retailing activities . 
These includ e th e Fotre x chai n o f supermarkets , th e Bilk a chai n o f 
hypermarkets an d th e Nett o chai n o f grocery stores . 
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