
5 CATALOGUES AND METADATABASES 

Custodians are normally expected to document their datasets and to provide summary 
descriptions t o potentia l user s a s required . I t i s generall y considere d t o b e goo d 
professional practice to document datasets, and custodians should aim to undertake 
this as a matter of routine (see Volume 7). Typical features to document include the 
theme, scale, completeness, currency, reliability, precision and pricing strategy of the 
dataset, plu s detail s o f ho w i t wa s collected , it s intende d purposes , an d th e dat a 
standards and quality-assurance procedures which have been applied. 

Within an information network, custodians may be encouraged to submit details to 
the hu b o n any dataset s whic h are , a t leas t potentially , availabl e fo r us e b y othe r 
organisations. Th e catalogue s whic h resul t —  know n a s metadatabase s i n thei r 
computerised for m — may be published and disseminated widely to assist users in 
locating the data and information they require. Due to the potentially large number of 
datasets available within a network, catalogues usually contain only a summary of the 
dataset's purpose and quality, plus the contact details of the custodian and advice on 
access procedures, including any costs involved. 
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