
should b e addresse d a s a  matte r o f urgency . 

4 . TH E NOMINATION S 

The nominatio n o f cand ida te s mark s th e beginnin g o f th e 
e l e c t i o n p r o c e s s . I t t r i g g e r s som e s i g n i f i c a n t e l e c t i o n 
a c t i v i t i e s . Fo r example , wher e onl y on e c a n d i d a t e ha s bee n 
nominated i n a  consti tuenc y tha t perso n become s th e dul y electe d 
representa t ive fo r tha t const i tuency . Where , however , mor e tha n 
one candidat e i s nominate d i n a  cons t i tuency , a  po l l ha s t o b e 
taken t o determin e th e success fu l c and ida t e . Th e nominatio n 
p rocess i s t h u s a n i m p o r t a n t a t t r i b u t e o f a  f r e e an d f a i r 
e lec t ion . 

I t wa s t h e r e f o r e importan t t h a t th e advanc e tea m o f th e 
Observer Grou p shoul d v i s i t som e nominatio n centre s selecte d o n a 
random b a s i s . Tw o separa t e observe r teams , eac h accompanie d b y 
members o f th e suppor t s t a f f , v i s i t e d nominatio n cen t re s i n th e 
Kuala Lumpu r are a an d th e othe r observe d centre s i n Selangor . 

The v i s i t s t o thes e cen t re s wer e ca r r i e d ou t i n accordanc e 
with th e e l e c t o r a l law s o f Malays ia . Regu la t io n 6(5 ) o f th e 
Elect ions (Conduc t o f E lec t ions ) Regulation s 198 1 p r o h i b i t s th e 
returning off ice r fro m permit t in g in t o th e nominatio n centr e an y 
persons othe r tha n th e candidates , t h e i r proposer s an d seconder s 
and on e o t h e r perso n appo in te d b y eac h c a n d i d a t e . However , 
despi te t h i s apparen t cons t r a in t , th e Observe r Team s wer e abl e t o 
v i s i t th e v i c i n i t y o f a  numbe r o f nominatio n cen t res . 

Our advanc e tea m v i s i t e d a  numbe r o f nominatio n cent re s i n 
Kuala Lumpu r an d on e neighbourin g s t a t e . The y wer e impresse d b y 
the order l ines s o f th e crowd s tha t supporte d bot h th e oppositio n 
and th e ru l in g par t y cand ida tes . The y wer e wel l receive d b y th e 
r e tu rn ing o f f i c e r s wh o expla ine d th e procedure s governin g th e 
nomination o f candida tes . I n som e case s the y wer e permit te d t o 
observe th e proceeding s fro m vantag e p o i n t s i n th e immediat e 
v i c i n i t y o f th e nominatio n h a l l . Fro m t h e i r observa t ions , the y 
concluded tha t th e nominatio n proceeding s the y ha d observe d wer e 
e f f i c i e n t l y conducted . Th e nominatio n o f f i ce r s appeare d t o b e 
competent an d carr ie d ou t t h e i r du t ie s e f f i c i e n t l y . 

While t h e r e wer e som e d i sadvan tage s i n no t bein g abl e t o 
observe c l e a r l y th e a c t u a l nominatio n p roceed ings , th e team s 
formed t h e vie w t h a t t h e venue s wer e w e l l chose n f o r t h e 
convenience an d benefi t o f supporter s an d th e publ ic . The y f e l t 
tha t th e presenc e o f s o man y member s o f th e publi c an d supporter s 
seemed t o i nd ica t e a  hig h degre e o f publ i c awarenes s a s wel l a s 
c l e a r p o l i t i c a l commitmen t an d involvemen t i n th e e l e c t i o n 
p r o c e s s . Al thoug h t h e y cou l d on l y v i s i t a  fe w nomina t io n 
cen t r e s , the y wer e o f th e vie w t h a t th e nominatio n proces s wa s 
conducted i n a  fre e an d f a i r manner . 
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