
Chapter 5 

Summary of Conclusion s 
The main conclusion s emerging from th e body o f this Report ar e as follows : 

• Thes e election s wer e a  credi t t o th e peopl e o f Namibi a an d demonstrat e tha t i n th e shor t 
time sinc e thi s countr y gaine d it s independenc e i n 199 0 th e cultur e o f democrac y ha s 
gathered strengt h an d maturity . Th e election s compare d ver y wel l indee d wit h thos e i n 
other Commonwealth countries . 

• Th e condition s existe d fo r a  fre e expressio n o f wil l b y th e voter s an d th e result s reflecte d 
the wishes o f th e peopl e o f Namibia . Althoug h ther e wer e inevitabl e difficultie s th e voter s 
cast thei r ballot s freel y an d ther e wa s n o evidenc e o f intimidatio n o r o f systemati c o r 
widespread abus e of the electoral process . 

• Th e secrecy of the ballot was assured . 

• Tribut e shoul d b e paid t o th e voters , who ofte n waite d fo r lon g period s wit h patienc e an d 
good humou r t o participate i n a process which the y clearly valued an d believe d important . 

• Th e Electora l Commission an d th e Directorate o f Election s shoul d b e commended fo r thei r 
preparat ions fo r th e elections . Th e appointmen t o f Regiona l Co-ordinator s b y th e 
Directorate wa s a  positiv e initiativ e an d contribute d t o th e effectiv e deliver y o f electio n 
services. Electio n officer s shoul d b e congratulate d fo r thei r performanc e durin g th e pol l 
and th e count. Their dedication an d efficienc y wer e critica l to the success of the elections . 

• Th e electio n procedure s wer e widel y understoo d an d thi s woul d indicat e tha t th e vote r 
education programme s conducte d b y th e Directorat e o f Election s an d th e politica l partie s 
themselves were effective . 

• W e ar e satisfie d tha t problem s i n som e area s ove r th e distributio n an d adequac y o f 
essential electora l materia l were no t suc h a s to affect th e integrity o f th e process a s a  whol e 
or the validity o f the outcome . 

• Th e tendere d ballo t syste m an d th e questio n o f th e us e o f voters ' register s pose d a 
considerable challeng e t o thos e charge d wit h th e administratio n o f thes e elections . Th e 
experience gaine d i n th e us e o f thi s syste m an d consideratio n o f th e efficac y o f th e us e o f 
registers may wel l feature i n any review o f these elections and i n preparations fo r th e next . 

• Th e securit y arrangement s fo r pollin g an d countin g wer e mor e tha n adequatel y assured . 
Experience a t thes e election s shoul d offe r a  useful guid e t o th e scal e o f resource s require d 
in future . 

• Al l politica l partie s ha d equa l acces s t o th e publi c broadcastin g system , th e Namibia n 
Broadcasting Corporation , whic h wen t t o considerabl e length s t o ensur e tha t it s coverag e 
of th e election s wa s balance d an d fair . Similarly , th e prin t medi a wer e an d ar e sufficientl y 
diverse and fre e t o permit th e expression o f a  wide spectrum o f political views . 

• W e recognis e th e importanc e o f th e debat e concernin g th e fundin g o f politica l partie s an d 
access t o stat e resource s an d hop e tha t thi s debat e ca n be resolve d i n a  manner acceptabl e 
to all parties. 
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• Th e politica l partie s conducte d themselve s responsibl y an d thereb y contribute d t o th e 
success o f th e elections . Thei r candidate s an d agent s displaye d commendabl e vigilanc e i n 
monitoring th e votin g an d counting . Th e regula r meeting s o f politica l partie s wit h th e 
Directorate o f Elections promoted dialogu e an d helpe d t o foster a  constructive atmosphere . 
The concept i s worthy o f emulation elsewhere . 

• Th e presence o f internationa l observers , including a  Commonwealth Observe r Group , wa s 
welcomed b y al l political partie s a s a  means o f affirming th e credibilit y an d integrit y o f th e 
electoral process , thereb y enhancin g th e prospec t tha t al l politica l partie s coul d accep t th e 
result. 
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