
Preface 

The challeng e se t b y smallnes s o f nationa l scal e i s nowher e mor e 
evident tha n i n th e effort s o f th e world' s smalles t state s t o provid e 
post-secondary educatio n fo r thei r citizens . Fo r smal l countrie s t o 
find a  sustainabl e nich e i n th e politica l an d economi c worl d com -
munity require s investmen t i n people ; i n th e developmen t o f skill s 
and capacitie s t o exploi t an d develo p whateve r comparativ e advan -
tage exist s or ca n be created . 

The Sout h Pacifi c i s a  regio n wher e thi s challeng e i s bein g 
addressed i n a  variety o f ways. Th e provisio n o f a  range o f specialis t 
national institution s i s no t a n optio n fo r islan d countries , mos t o f 
which hav e a  population o f unde r 500,000 . Bu t thi s i s not a n argu -
ment fo r neglectin g post-secondar y educatio n a t th e nationa l level . 
As this volume i n th e Challeng e o f Scale serie s demonstrates ther e i s 
a remarkabl e rang e o f educationa l activit y takin g place , withi n 
national college s an d outsid e them ; an d provide d b y a n arra y o f 
actors includin g government , th e churches , th e privat e sector , 
NGOs, internationa l companie s an d oversea s educationa l institu -
tions. 

The difficul t balancin g ac t fo r smal l state s i s to determin e ho w fa r 
they wis h t o strengthe n thi s nationa l capacity , including , i n som e 
cases, th e possibilit y o f creating nationa l universities , an d ho w fa r i t 
is throug h acces s t o regiona l an d internationa l provision s tha t 
national interest s ar e best served . 

Ron an d Marjori e Tuianekor e Crocomb e hav e spen t thei r live s 
in th e servic e o f educatio n i n th e Sout h Pacific . Thei r experienc e 
has given rise  t o firm  view s o n th e direction s whic h post-secondar y 
education shoul d tak e i n thei r region . Thes e view s ar e forcibl y 
expressed i n thi s study . The y ar e view s whic h deserv e debat e an d 
not onl y i n th e Sout h Pacific . Fo r th e Crocombe s th e challeng e fo r 
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small state s i s t o strengthe n nationa l provisions ; ensur e greate r 
equity i n th e availabilit y o f regiona l opportunities ; an d wide n th e 
exposure o f Pacific islander s to th e countrie s o f the Pacifi c Rim . 

The idea s expresse d i n thi s stud y ar e thos e o f th e author s alone . 
They d o no t represen t a n officia l positio n take n b y th e 
Commonwealth Secretariat . 
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