
Current Provisions 

Introduction 
Most Pacifi c island s countrie s bega n forma l schoolin g wit h educa -
tional institution s se t u p b y Christia n mission s i n th e nineteent h 
century. Th e academi c leve l wa s generall y lo w an d religiou s 
instruction too k u p muc h o f th e curriculum . After  th e establish -
ment o f centra l (i n mos t case s colonial ) governments , churc h 
schools were supplemente d b y stat e schools . Oversea s educatio n di d 
not becom e significan t unti l afte r Worl d Wa r II , whe n a  syste m o f 
scholarships wa s instituted fo r secondar y an d tertiar y education . 

In mos t case s there wa s little o r n o choice . I n man y countrie s on e 
was luck y t o ge t t o school , an d forma l learnin g beyon d primar y 
level was for th e selec t few. Thi s ha s changed radicall y ove r th e pas t 
generation. Today , primar y educatio n i s availabl e t o al l i n mos t 
countries, an d th e rang e o f secondar y an d tertiar y option s keep s 
widening. Moreover , wherea s educatio n wa s obtainabl e eithe r a t 
school (o r colleg e o r university ) o r b y o n th e job experience , toda y 
an increasin g proportio n i s provide d throug h th e mas s media , 
through specialise d course s offere d b y employers , governments , 
international agencie s an d non-governmen t organisations , an d 
through self-trainin g wit h books , cassettes , video s an d othe r self -
teaching aids . O f tha t provide d b y schools , colleges an d universities , 
a rapidl y growin g proportio n i s bein g provide d b y distanc e 
methods. 

Political entitie s an d relationship s provid e th e mai n parameter s fo r 
educational institutions . The y ar e i n par t a  produc t o f populatio n 
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and geography , bu t als o o f culture an d history . Fo r example , Walli s 
and Futun a ar e geographicall y clos e t o Fiji , an d culturall y clos e t o 
Tonga an d Samo a respectively , bu t becaus e the y wer e colonie s o f 
France, thei r externa l orientatio n fo r post-secondar y educatio n i s t o 
New Caledonia , Frenc h Polynesi a an d France . Niu e i s geographi -
cally an d culturall y closest  t o Tong a an d Samoa , bu t i n post-sec -
ondary educatio n ha s bee n closes t t o Ne w Zealan d an d th e Coo k 
Islands because o f constitutiona l connections , an d t o Fij i becaus e o f 
the existenc e o f regiona l institution s there . Likewise , America n 
Samoa's post-secondar y educatio n i s overwhelmingly derive d from 
US source s -  bot h i n the territor y an d externally . 

Sources of post-secondary education 
This sectio n i s concerne d wit h th e mai n source s o f post-secondar y 
education availabl e nationally , regionall y an d internationally . 

National provision 
Sub-national 

The thre e mai n factor s determinin g wha t i s don e withi n nation s 
and where , ar e population, geograph y an d politica l entity . 

POPULATION: PAPU A N E W GUINE A 
Most o f th e peopl e o f th e Sout h Pacifi c regio n ar e i n Papu a Ne w 
Guinea (PNG) , a  countr y o f fou r millio n people . Tha t i s 8 2 pe r 
cent o f th e tota l populatio n o f th e Commonwealt h tropica l Pacifi c 
islands, an d 6 5 pe r cen t o f al l tropica l Sout h Pacifi c islands ; o r 4 7 
per cen t an d 4 2 per cen t respectivel y i f New Zealan d i s included. 

With suc h number s i t i s logica l t o expec t man y post-secondar y 
facilities t o b e sprea d i n variou s part s o f PNG , bot h t o b e close r t o 
the use r population , an d t o mee t th e politica l deman d fo r equity . 
There woul d b e mor e facilities , an d mor e spread , wer e i t no t tha t 
primary an d secondar y educatio n wer e lat e bein g establishe d (thu s 
restricting th e poo l o f person s availabl e fo r post-secondar y educa -
tion), per capit a incomes ar e low, an d developmen t need s extensiv e 
(so that limited fund s ar e availabl e fo r highe r education) . 
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Thus ther e ar e abou t 7 0 post-secondar y institution s i n PN G 
coming withi n th e purvie w o f th e Commissio n fo r Highe r 
Education, including : 

• the government' s eigh t teachers ' college s 
• eigh t technica l college s 
• 1 5 nursing college s 
• seven agriculture , forestr y an d fisherie s college s 
• two paramedica l college s 
• fou r administrative , lega l an d relate d college s 
• two universitie s (sprea d ove r fou r campuses ) 
• on e defenc e college , on e maritim e college , on e polic e college , 
one civi l aviation colleg e 
• eigh t private college s - mos t o f them associate d wit h churche s 
• an d various others . (Lync h 1988) . 

In additio n ther e ar e man y institution s fo r adul t trainin g an d 
many shor t course s (particularl y rura l developmen t oriented ) whic h 
do no t com e withi n th e purvie w o f th e Commissio n fo r Highe r 
Education. Educatio n provide d b y privat e organisations , particularl y 
church-related ones , i s sprea d becaus e differen t churche s ten d t o 
have establishe d 'sphere s o f influence ' i n differen t part s o f th e 
country. Th e bi g minin g companie s an d man y othe r majo r firms 
have substantia l educationa l programme s fo r thei r staff , an d i n som e 
cases for th e communit y i n which the y operate . 

Some o f the PN G institution s dra w student s fro m throughou t th e 
nation, other s have varying degrees of geographical focus . 

GEOGRAPHY: TUVAL U 
Geography ca n necessitat e locationa l distributio n t o a n exten t tha t 
would no t b e undertake n o n a  population basi s alone . Thu s eve n a 
nation suc h a s Tuvalu , wit h a  tota l populatio n o f les s tha n 10,000 , 
has ru n shor t course s fo r adult s o n variou s o f it s isolate d island s 
because i t i s cheaper t o sen d trainin g staf f ou t tha n t o brin g student s 
in. I t probabl y als o make s bette r socia l sens e fo r man y courses . 
Moreover, eac h islan d wants t o be th e local e fo r som e activity . 
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LOCAL POLITICA L ENTITIES : PNG , SOLOMO N ISLAND S AN D KIRIBAT I 
Local politica l unit s ar e mos t significant  fo r post-secondar y educa -
tion i n Papu a Ne w Guine a an d Solomo n Islands , wher e provincia l 
governments hav e som e educationa l responsibilitie s an d appl y polit -
ical pressur e t o obtai n bette r distributio n o f th e centra l govern -
ment's facilities . I n Kiribati , islan d council s ar e th e critica l unit s fo r 
some form s o f adul t education , a s island s ar e fo r th e allocatio n o f 
scholarships. 

Small politica l entitities , whethe r provincial , territoria l o r 
national, hel p t o ge t mor e educatio n t o th e peopl e tha n woul d 
otherwise b e available . 

National 

There i s a  genera l preferenc e everywher e t o kee p facilitie s withi n 
the nation , bu t ther e ar e limit s t o wha t i s feasible . Th e minimu m 
numbers ca n b e quit e small , bu t whethe r a  natio n ca n maintai n it s 
own post-secondar y institution s depend s o n circumstances , a s th e 
following example s illustrate . 

T H E SMALLES T STATE S 

Tokelau 
With a  tota l populatio n o f 1,70 0 sprea d ove r thre e island s wit h 
infrequent transpor t betwee n them , Tokela u ha s n o nationa l post -
secondary institution , thoug h i t ha s a t time s ha d expatriat e educa -
tors wit h additiona l responsibilit y t o provid e in-servic e trainin g t o 
primary teachers , an d som e Universit y o f th e Sout h Pacifi c exten -
sion course s ar e take n (mainl y b y teachers) . Fo r primar y teache r 
training, Tokelauan s us e th e Wester n Samo a Teachers ' College , a s 
the Samoa n languag e an d cultur e ar e relate d t o Tokelauan , an d 
Samoa i s the closes t facility . Tokela u als o use s othe r secondar y an d 
post-secondary facilitie s i n Samoa , a s wel l a s secondar y facilitie s i n 
Niue. Fo r a  tim e i t use d th e Coo k Island s Primar y Teachers ' 
College. Bu t mostly , Ne w Zealan d facilitie s ar e use d a s Tokelauans 
have free  entr y t o Ne w Zealand , an d mor e Tokelauan s liv e i n Ne w 
Zealand tha n i n Tokelau . 



Current Provisions 15 

Niue 
With a  declinin g nationa l populatio n o f onl y abou t 2,100 , al l o n 
one island , Niu e i s th e smalles t nationa l governmen t i n th e world . 
Yet fo r man y year s Niu e maintaine d it s ow n primar y teacher s 
college (operate d i n conjunctio n wit h th e secondar y an d primar y 
schools) becaus e Niuea n languag e an d cultur e ar e unique , an d th e 
country i s relativel y isolated . However , th e colleg e close d a s emi -
gration resulte d i n ther e bein g si x time s mor e Niuean s i n Ne w 
Zealand an d Australi a tha n i n Niue . Th e mai n establishe d post-sec -
ondary service s ar e a  limite d apprenticeshi p trainin g programm e 
and som e trainin g o f nurses . Ther e ar e als o som e course s taugh t 
from Fij i throug h th e US P Extensio n Centre . Niue' s mai n sourc e 
of post-secondar y educatio n i s Ne w Zealand , a s lik e Tokela u an d 
the Coo k Islands , Niuean s hav e fre e acces s t o Ne w Zealand . Fiji -
based institution s ar e also used fo r som e services . 

The Cook  Islands 
With a  nationa l populatio n o f 17,500 , th e Coo k Island s stil l oper -
ates it s ow n primar y teacher s colleg e becaus e i t i s a  uniqu e lan -
guage, cultur e an d nation . Fo r severa l year s i t wa s close d an d Ne w 
Zealand college s wer e used . The y stil l ar e fo r secondar y trainin g 
and fo r som e specialise d courses , bu t governmen t polic y i s tha t th e 
national colleg e i s the bes t sourc e fo r th e majority . After  a  perio d 
of service, those who hav e performe d wel l both academicall y an d i n 
the classroo m ar e sen t abroad fo r furthe r training . 

Nurses ar e traine d nationally , a s ar e apprentice s i n a  rang e o f 
fields, th e latte r wit h assistanc e fro m th e Internationa l Labou r 
Organisation. Airlin e pilot s ar e traine d partl y in-countr y an d partl y 
in Ne w Zealand , an d a  rang e o f othe r post-secondar y service s ar e 
offered. I n addition , th e US P extensio n centr e offer s credi t course s 
from Suv a an d continuin g educatio n (i.e . non-credit ) course s taugh t 
locally. Masse y Universit y an d th e Ope n Polytechni c i n Ne w 
Zealand als o offer som e course s by extension . 

LARGER PACIFI C COUNTRIE S 
Each o f th e large r countrie s ha s it s ow n institution s fo r teache r 
training, nursing , technical , theologica l an d i n som e case s othe r 
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forms o f training , suc h a s marine, agricultur e o r rura l development . 
How man y other s depend s no t onl y o n size , need o r level s o f edu -
cation, bu t ofte n mor e importantly , o n wha t ai d donor s ar e pre -
pared t o finance  an d where , a s mos t o f th e infrastructur e fo r 
post-secondary education , an d som e o f th e operatin g resources , ar e 
provided unde r aid . 

PNG an d Fiji , bein g larger , hav e a  wide r range . UPN G an d 
UNITECH ar e bot h nationa l universitie s o f PNG (wit h it s popula -
tion o f 4 million) , bu t th e forme r ha s three campuses . T o ad d t o th e 
post-secondary facilitie s availabl e i n Fiji , i n July 199 0 a  group o f te n 
Fiji India n educationa l an d religiou s organisation s decide d t o pla n a 
university, beginnin g wit h pre-universit y courses . Ho w soo n thi s 
will materialis e i s no t known , bu t i t woul d b e surprisin g i f a 
country o f thi s siz e an d i n thi s contex t di d no t establis h a  privat e 
university i n th e 1990s . 

The large r countrie s o f the Universit y o f the Sout h Pacifi c (USP ) 
region, onc e independent , hav e trie d t o develo p thei r ow n tertiar y 
institutions nationally . This , however , ha s bee n constraine d b y th e 
decision o f th e forme r colonia l power s an d curren t ai d supplier s t o 
channel resource s t o on e centr e fo r th e whol e region , usuall y Suv a 
in Fiji . Th e metropolita n power s an d th e institution s the y estab -
lished hav e strongl y resiste d nationa l effort s t o se t u p separat e facili-
ties. The y decline d t o allo w fund s give n o n behal f o f those nation s 
to regiona l institution s t o b e use d nationall y instead . Th e donor s 
compromised a  littl e afte r Samo a establishe d th e Nationa l 
University o f Samoa despit e ver y stron g externa l pressur e no t t o d o 
so, b y limite d facilitatio n o f nationa l communit y college s suc h a s 
the Solomo n Island s Colleg e o f Highe r Educatio n an d th e 
Community Colleg e o f Tonga, provide d the y remaine d belo w uni -
versity level . A n Institut e o f Highe r Educatio n i s proposed fo r th e 
Cook Islands , an d th e technica l institut e i n Vanuat u provide s som e 
similar facilities . 

But siz e i s fa r from  th e onl y factor . Mone y i s ofte n eve n mor e 
important, a s is illustrated b y th e extensiv e rang e o f post-secondar y 
educational institution s an d opportunitie s i n Gua m an d Tahiti , 
despite smal l populations . 
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Regional provision 
The ter m regiona l i s widely use d bu t ha s a  range o f differen t con -
notations. 

Culture area s 

If b y thi s ter m w e refe r t o th e conventiona l classification s o f 
Melanesia, Polynesi a an d Micronesia , severa l institution s hav e a 
primary focu s o n on e o r th e other . Th e geographica l an d cultur e 
areas ar e broadl y conterminous , bu t i n al l case s ther e i s a  cultura l 
element, sometime s quit e prominent . 

MICRONESIA 

The followin g serv e mainl y Micronesia : 

• Th e Universit y o f Guam: establishe d a s a post-secondary colleg e 
in 1952 , bu t offerin g degre e course s t o student s throughou t 
Micronesia fro m 1963 , an d no w offerin g som e programme s i n 
other part s o f Micronesi a 
• The Colleg e o f Micronesi a 
• The Communit y Colleg e o f Micronesia: mainl y i n Pohnpei , bu t 
with facilitie s i n Pala u an d Marshal l Island s also 
• Th e Micronesi a Medica l Trainin g Programme : base d i n 
Pohnpei 
• The Micronesia n Are a Researc h Centre : Gua m 
• The Cente r fo r Pacifi c Art s and Cultures : based i n Hawai i 
• Th e Cente r fo r Advancemen t o f Pacifi c Educatio n o r CAPE : 
based i n Hawaii . 

POLYNESIA 
The followin g institution s focu s o n Polynesia : 

• Th e Polynesia n Cultura l Cente r i s associate d wit h th e Brigha m 
Young Universit y (BYU ) i n Hawai i an d provide s practica l 
training, a s wel l a s funding , fo r abou t 40 0 Polynesia n student s a t 
the university . 
• The Institut e o f Polynesian Studie s i s also a t BYU . 
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• The Counci l o n Pacifi c Educatio n (COPE) , wit h headquarter s i n 
Hawaii, an d funde d b y U S an d Japanese sources , a t presen t serve s 
the Polynesian regio n o f the Sout h Pacifi c throug h th e Sout h Pacifi c 
Education Consortium , whic h i s centre d o n th e Communit y 
College o f America n Samoa . I t provide s supplementar y assistanc e 
with tertiar y education i n computing , mathematics , telecommunica -
tions and other technologically oriented studies . I t also provides for a 
limited amoun t o f specialisation b y Polynesia n institution s fo r othe r 
countries in the consortium (Tong a and Western Samoa) . 

MELANESIA 
There ar e few specificall y Melanesia-base d institutions , bu t th e Papu a 
New Guine a Universit y o f Technolog y (know n a s UNITECH ) i n 
practice operate s a s a  regiona l institutio n fo r Solomo n Island s an d 
Vanuatu a s wel l a s Papu a Ne w Guinea . Th e Facult y o f La w o f th e 
University o f Papua Ne w Guine a likewis e cater s for th e sam e region . 
However, th e decisio n o f th e Universit y o f th e Sout h Pacifi c t o se t 
up a  Law Facult y in Vanuatu will  presumably reduc e UPNG' s rol e i n 
this field.  Both aime d t o serv e th e island s as a whole, bu t thi s has no t 
succeeded for reasons discussed below . 

The Melanesia n Institut e fo r Pastora l an d Socio-Economi c 
Service o f th e Melanesia n Conferenc e o f Churches , base d a t 
Goroka i n Papu a Ne w Guinea , run s shor t course s i n variou s place s 
to orien t an d upgrad e churc h personne l i n pastoral , teaching , coun -
selling, cultura l an d othe r studies . 

Considerable researc h an d publicatio n i s undertake n o n 
Melanesian cultures . The Melanesia n Spearhea d Grou p -  th e annua l 
meeting o f Prime Minister s o f Papua Ne w Guinea , Solomo n Island s 
and Vanuat u (an d fro m 199 0 th e leade r o f the independenc e move -
ment i n Ne w Caledonia ) ar e lookin g int o mor e join t provisio n o f 
higher educatio n fo r thei r region . Ther e i s a  goo d cas e fo r it , bu t 
the mai n externa l fundin g source s oppos e i t a s it i s no t i n lin e wit h 
their politica l priorities . 

The historica l inheritanc e 

The forme r Britis h territorie s wer e Fiji , Solomo n Islands , Vanuat u 
(then Ne w Hebrides) , Kiribat i an d Tuval u (the n th e Gilber t an d 
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Ellice Island s Colony) , Naur u (the n a  join t UK/Australia/N Z 
trusteeship), Tong a (the n a  protectorate ) an d Pitcairn . Th e Unite d 
Kingdom se t u p severa l educationa l institution s t o serv e thi s region . 
In som e case s thi s wa s don e i n associatio n wit h Ne w Zealan d i n 
relation t o it s former territorie s (Wester n Samoa , th e Coo k Islands , 
Niue an d Tokelau) , thoug h the y als o continu e t o us e facilitie s i n 
New Zealan d an d beyond . 

Institutions i n thi s category include : 

• Th e Centra l Medica l Schoo l (rename d th e Fij i Schoo l o f 
Medicine whe n take n ove r by th e Fij i government ) wa s establishe d 
in 192 8 b y th e Rockefelle r Foundatio n fo r th e whol e Pacifi c 
Islands region an d subsequentl y financed  b y tha t an d othe r founda -
tions, governments, th e World Healt h Organisatio n an d others . 
• Th e Derric k Technica l Institut e (no w th e Fij i Institut e o f 
Technology -  FIT ) wa s establishe d b y th e Unite d Kingdo m i n 
the 1950 s for al l UK territorie s i n the region . 
• Th e Universit y o f th e Sout h Pacifi c (USP) , wa s se t u p i n 196 8 
by th e Unite d Kingdo m an d Ne w Zealan d fo r thei r the n territo -
ries (Coo k Islands , Fiji , Kiribati , Nauru , Niue , Solomo n Islands , 
Tokelau, Tonga , Tuvalu , Vanuatu , an d th e forme r territor y o f 
Western Samoa) . Th e Marshal l Island s joined US P i n 1990 , an d 
the Federate d State s o f Micronesi a ma y d o so . Thi s give s a  tota l 
population o f 1. 5 million . Wit h Fiji' s withdrawa l fro m th e 
Commonwealth i n 198 7 an d Marshal l Island s membership , ove r 
half o f th e peopl e o f th e US P regio n ar e n o longe r i n th e 
Commonwealth. 

UNIVERSITY O F TH E SOUT H PACIFI C 
USP offer s a  wid e rang e o f course s throug h it s fou r School s o f 
Agriculture, Humanities , Pur e an d Applied Sciences , an d Socia l an d 
Economic Development . I t als o provide s a n extensiv e rang e o f 
services throug h a  serie s o f nin e institutes , an d throug h extensio n 
services. Al l capita l work s an d significan t contribution s t o it s 
continuing operatio n hav e bee n pai d b y dono r government s an d 
international agencies . 
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In th e mi d 1970s , unde r th e leadershi p o f Vice-Chancello r 
James Maraj , decentralisatio n bega n wit h th e Sout h Pacifi c 
Regional Colleg e o f Agricultur e i n Samo a becomin g th e Alafu a 
Campus o f USP . I t teache s diplom a an d degre e course s i n agri -
culture. Proposal s t o establis h othe r subject s ther e wer e no t pro -
ceeded wit h afte r Maraj' s departure . Institute s wer e establishe d i n 
Tonga (Rura l Development) , Samo a (Agriculture) , Vanuat u (La w 
and Pacifi c languages ) an d a n Atol l Researc h Uni t wa s establishe d 
in Kiribati . 

A decisio n t o establis h a  campus i n Solomo n Island s was delaye d 
by th e Solomo n Island s government' s rejectio n o f th e perso n 
appointed t o hea d it , an d plan s fo r a  campu s i n Tong a wer e pu t 
on hol d whe n th e perso n selecte d t o hea d i t die d suddenly . Th e 
Solomon Island s governmen t late r decide d tha t a s i t ha d receive d 
a very smal l shar e o f th e benefit s fro m th e Suv a campus , a  campu s 
on it s soi l controlle d fro m Fij i woul d no t b e i n it s best interests . I t 
stated tha t i t woul d establis h a  national universit y a s soon a s possi-
ble -  a  polic y oppose d b y th e ai d donor s wh o ha d pai d fo r al l 
buildings' fund s i n Suva . A  chang e o f campu s leadershi p fro m th e 
early 1980 s led t o renewe d emphasi s o n centralisatio n o n Suva . 

Student number s i n 199 0 wer e 86 9 i n pre-degre e an d sub-degre e 
programmes o n th e Suv a campu s an d 8 9 o n th e Alafu a (agriculture ) 
campus; an d 1,45 8 i n degre e programme s o n th e Suv a campu s an d 
61 a t Alafua . Ther e wer e 6,45 1 extensio n students , takin g on e 
course a t a  tim e b y distance , o r a  full-tim e equivalen t o f abou t 
1,600. Mos t student s o f al l categorie s ar e fro m Fiji , wit h th e excep -
tion o f the Samo a campu s where mos t ar e from Samoa . 

With th e exceptio n o f Fiji , mos t o f the countrie s usin g th e abov e 
institutions us e other s elsewher e fo r mor e o f thei r students , fo r 
example: from  Coo k Islands , Niue , Tokelau , Wester n Samoa , 
Tonga an d Naur u mos t g o t o Ne w Zealan d an d Australia , o r t o 
local institutions ; Marshal l Island s ha s mos t i n USA ; Solomo n 
Islands ha d student s i n bot h US P an d UPN G a s wel l a s Australi a 
and Ne w Zealand , bu t wit h la w an d orde r problem s i n PN G th e 
number ther e ha s come down . 



Current Provisions 21 

Most o f the student s from  othe r island s using the Fiji-base d facili -
ties d o s o because o f scholarship s provide d b y countrie s outsid e th e 
region. 

Commonwealth Sout h Pacifi c 

It ha s lon g bee n suggeste d tha t th e Commonwealt h Pacifi c Island s 
should operat e a s a  uni t fo r specialise d highe r education . Th e 
Central Medica l School , se t u p i n Suv a i n 192 8 b y th e Rockefelle r 
Foundation fo r th e whol e Sout h Pacific , wa s th e first  institutio n 
intended t o serv e thi s unit . PN G withdre w an d se t u p it s ow n 
medical school . Abou t 7 5 pe r cen t o f student s use d t o b e fro m 
islands othe r tha n Fiji , bu t b y 199 0 onl y 2 2 pe r cen t were . Eve n 
those, i n man y cases , woul d hav e preferre d metropolita n institu -
tions, bu t ar e tie d b y Worl d Healt h Organisatio n scholarship s t o 
institutions i n the islands . 

Many fel t tha t ther e wa s a  need fo r onl y on e Facult y o f Law, an d 
that a s the Universit y o f Papu a Ne w Guine a wa s th e firs t t o estab -
lish one , i t shoul d b e use d b y th e regio n a s a whole. Th e sam e wa s 
suggested fo r th e Schoo l o f Engineering a t th e Papu a Ne w Guine a 
University o f Technology . Neithe r ha s achieve d a  regiona l rol e 
beyond Melanesia , despit e th e universitie s concerne d an d th e 
Government o f Papu a Ne w Guine a welcomin g th e idea . Neither , 
however, wa s prepare d t o offe r th e structura l change s (includin g 
participation o f othe r countr y representative s o n th e universit y 
councils) tha t migh t hav e mad e suc h possibilities int o realities . 

The Sout h Pacifi c Regiona l Telecommunication s Colleg e wa s se t 
up i n Suv a b y th e Unite d Nation s Developmen t Programme , th e 
International Telecommunication s Unio n an d th e Europea n 
Community fo r th e region . Th e Fij i governmen t late r insiste d o n 
taking i t over . I t accept s student s fro m al l Sout h Pacifi c Foru m 
countries, bu t no t t o th e exten t originall y planned . Som e trainin g i s 
done nationally , an d som e a t othe r centre s i n th e regio n an d 
beyond. 

If we loo k a t th e whol e Commonwealt h Sout h Pacifi c (includin g 
Australia an d Ne w Zealand) , th e onl y educationa l institutio n t o serv e 
it i s the Commonwealt h Yout h Programme , whic h i s located i n Fij i 
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but relocatio n t o Solomo n Island s is planned. Thoug h mos t o f its stu -
dents come fro m th e tropica l Commonwealt h Pacific , i t also has some 
from Australi a an d Ne w Zealand . Thi s ha s bee n a  successfu l pro -
gramme, and provides a  model fo r othe r programme s which migh t b e 
adopted, wit h th e headquarter s o f eac h distribute d i n variou s 
Commonwealth Pacifi c countries , but drawing students from all . 

The Oceani a Olympi c Committee s an d th e various Oceani a sport s 
codes associations , eac h o f whic h include s al l th e Commonwealt h 
countries i n thei r membership , sprea d thei r headquarter s an d activi -
ties. Th e Olympi c Movemen t supplie s fund s fo r high-leve l trainer s 
from abroad , an d fo r sendin g Pacifi c peopl e abroa d t o place s suc h a s 
the Australian Institut e o f Sport fo r trainin g to degre e level . 

Though i t i s no t thei r primar y role , man y institution s i n Ne w 
Zealand hav e student s fro m al l Pacific Island s countries . Fo r exampl e 
the Universit y o f Auckland (onl y on e o f seve n universitie s i n Ne w 
Zealand) ha s mor e student s from  th e Polynesia n state s (1,10 4 non -
Maori Polynesian s i n 1991 ) tha n an y island s university . I t als o ha s 
126 Melanesian s an d 3  Micronesians . Thes e number s includ e bot h 
those wh o liv e i n Ne w Zealan d an d thos e wh o g o ther e specificall y 
for education . Ther e ar e als o 2 5 polytechnic s i n Ne w Zealan d 
which als o cate r fo r man y Pacifi c students : i t i s estimated tha t abou t 
6,000 Pacifi c Islander s attend th e polytechnic s an d othe r tertiar y col -
leges in th e Aucklan d regio n alone . I t i s too earl y t o sa y whether th e 
first private universit y i n Ne w Zealand , th e Asia Pacific Internationa l 
University, wil l attrac t many student s from th e islands . 

Australia ha s mor e extensiv e facilitie s fo r tertiar y educatio n tha n 
New Zealand . Fewe r Pacifi c islander s atten d them , bu t th e numbe r 
is increasing and i t is expected t o continu e t o d o so . 

Courses ar e offered t o student s in variou s island s countries throug h 
distance method s by : 

• The Universit y o f the Sout h Pacifi c fro m it s main campu s in Fij i 
• The Pacifi c Adventis t Colleg e i n Papua Ne w Guine a 
• Massey Universit y an d th e Ope n Polytechni c i n Ne w Zealan d 
• Th e Universit y o f Souther n Queenslan d an d severa l othe r uni -
versities and colleges in Australia . 



Current Provisions 23 

The Universit y o f Papu a Ne w Guine a offer s «extensio n course s 
only within th e nation . 

South Pacifi c Foru m 

The Commonwealt h Pacifi c ha d th e sam e membershi p a s the Sout h 
Pacific Foru m regio n unti l Fij i lef t th e Commonwealt h i n 1987 , 
and th e Marshal l Island s an d th e Federate d State s o f Micronesi a 
joined th e Forum . Pala u plan s t o joi n th e Foru m a s soo n a s i t 
achieves republica n status . Th e las t thre e ar e no t i n th e Sout h 
Pacific (bein g nort h o f th e equator) , hav e n o associatio n wit h th e 
Commonwealth, an d th e overwhelmin g majorit y o f thei r student s 
go t o USA , an d th e nex t larges t numbe r ar e educate d i n 
Micronesia. Nevertheless , the y wil l als o participat e i n post-sec -
ondary institution s i n th e Sout h Pacific . Ther e ma y als o b e som e 
use o f facilitie s i n Micronesia , especiall y i n Gua m an d Pohnpei , b y 
countries sout h o f th e equator . Facilitie s i n Hawai i ar e alread y 
extensively used . 

Now tha t th e independenc e movemen t i n Ne w Caledoni a ha s 
been accepte d a s a  ful l membe r o f th e Melanesia n Spearhea d 
Group, i t plan s t o reappl y fo r observe r statu s i n th e Sout h Pacifi c 
Forum immediately , an d ful l membershi p o n independence . 
Moreover, Ne w Zealan d ha s recommended a  special observe r statu s 
for Ne w Caledoni a an d othe r territorie s tha t ma y becom e indepen -
dent, an d als o tha t i t establis h a  fund fo r trainin g Kana k student s i n 
Forum countries . Smal l number s hav e bee n traine d a t th e 
University o f th e Sout h Pacific , th e Universit y o f Papu a Ne w 
Guinea an d Ne w Zealan d an d Australia n universities , a s wel l a s a t 
the Solomo n Island s Colleg e o f Highe r Educatio n an d a t institu -
tions in Vanuatu. Th e numbe r i s likely t o increase , but no t greatly . 

Pacific Island s with Developin g Countr y statu s 

SOUTH PACIFI C COMMISSIO N (SPC ) 
For al l Pacifi c island s countrie s wit h developin g countr y status  th e 
South Pacifi c Commissio n i s th e mai n regiona l institutio n wit h 
educational responsibilities . I t provide s applie d course s i n particula r 
fields: a  one-yea r diplom a i n communit y development ; a  one-yea r 



24 Post-Secondary  Education in the South Pacific 

diploma i n youth leadership ; and various short course s in productio n 
of audio-visua l materials , radi o broadcasting , aspect s o f tropica l agri -
culture, an d s o on. Som e o f these course s ar e held a t the SP C office s 
in Fij i o r Ne w Caledoni a an d other s i n variou s countrie s o f th e 
region. 

T H E PACIFI C ADVENTIS T COLLEG E 
This i s primarily (bu t no t exclusively ) fo r SD A adherents , bu t take s 
students fro m throughou t th e regio n bot h o n campu s an d b y 
extension. 

A numbe r o f Unite d Nation s agencie s offe r course s a t thi s leve l 
(see below). 

International provision 

The Commonwealt h 

The Commonwealt h Pacifi c countrie s nort h o f th e equato r hav e 
had littl e educationa l contac t wit h th e Commonwealt h island s 
states. Canad a supplie s som e scholarship s fo r islander s t o atten d 
islands institution s (an d a  fe w t o atten d Canadia n institutions ) an d 
has been a  major sourc e o f funds an d staf f for marin e training . 

Singapore ha s bee n th e focu s fo r som e specialise d training , fo r 
example i n aviation , bu t ther e ha s bee n littl e interactio n wit h 
Malaysia o r Hong Kong . 

In th e 1970 s Indi a gav e som e scholarship s t o student s o f al l 
Commonwealth island s state s fo r post-graduat e trainin g i n India , 
but th e livin g an d othe r condition s wer e no t a s attractiv e a s thos e 
available i n othe r countries . Indi a i s now littl e use d fo r highe r edu -
cation b y othe r tha n Fij i India n students , who g o t o Indi a a s private 
students more tha n t o an y othe r country . 

Malaysia bega n i n th e lat e 1980 s t o tak e a  close r interes t i n th e 
Pacific Islands , particularly Fiji . Thi s ha s no t ye t manifeste d itsel f i n 
much educationa l interaction . 

The Unite d Kingdo m remain s a  significan t source , bot h throug h 
contributions t o institution s i n th e islands , an d throug h scholarship s 
to th e Unite d Kingdom . 
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In th e 1970 s i t wa s expecte d tha t ther e woul d b e considerabl e 
interaction i n highe r educatio n betwee n th e Pacifi c Island s an d th e 
Caribbean. Contact s between US P an d Th e Universit y o f the Wes t 
Indies (UWI ) include d familiarisatio n visit s fo r staff , us e o f UW I 
external assessors , th e UW I Vice-Chancello r o n th e US P Council , 
experiments wit h post-graduat e educatio n an d s o on . Thes e move s 
were welcome d b y bot h sides , bu t wer e no t sustaine d becaus e o f 
high costs , th e grea t distance s involve d and , mos t importantly , 
because neithe r ca n finance th e other . 

The mos t spectacula r recen t educationa l developmen t i n th e 
Commonwealth i s th e Commonwealt h o f Learning , establishe d i n 
Vancouver i n 1988 , t o facilitat e co-operatio n amon g 
Commonwealth countrie s throughou t th e world . It s mandat e i s t o 
serve al l categorie s o f adul t ('post-schoo l age' ) students , irrespectiv e 
of level o r kin d o f institution. Th e ultimat e goa l i s for an y person i n 
any Commonwealt h countr y t o b e abl e t o tak e an y cours e availabl e 
by distanc e method s from  an y university , institut e o r colleg e i n th e 
Commonwealth (alread y ove r 40 0 suc h institution s offe r course s b y 
these methods) . I n practice , however , th e mai n co-operatio n 
through CO L fo r th e Sout h Pacifi c fo r th e foreseeabl e futur e i s 
likely t o b e wit h Commonwealt h nation s o f th e Pacifi c Basin , 
including Australi a an d Ne w Zealand , Canada , Singapore , Hon g 
Kong, Malaysi a an d Brune i Darussala m ( a major fundin g sourc e fo r 
COL i n th e first five  years of its existence). 

Asia/Pacific 

This region , create d b y th e Unite d Nations , include s al l Pacifi c 
Islands states, Australia an d Ne w Zealand , an d al l states of Asia as far 
west a s Pakistan . Ther e wa s n o regiona l interactio n ther e unti l 
United Nation s activit y becam e significan t i n th e 1970s . No w ove r 
40 Unite d Nation s agencies , an d som e others , designat e thi s regio n 
as thei r operatin g area . Mos t o f the m undertak e educatio n an d 
training, i n mos t case s shor t applie d courses . Som e ar e carrie d ou t 
in Asia fo r peopl e fro m th e whol e Asia/Pacifi c region , bu t mos t ar e 
carried ou t withi n th e Pacifi c Island s o r th e Sout h Pacifi c Foru m 
countries (i.e . including Australia an d Ne w Zealand ) fo r thi s part o f 
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their region . Mos t lon g course s finance d b y suc h agencie s ar e 
carried ou t wholl y o r partly by a  university o r othe r institution . 

Nowhere els e i n th e worl d i s suc h a  hig h proportio n o f post -
secondary educatio n an d trainin g carrie d ou t b y internationa l agen -
cies. Thi s i s because th e primar y uni t o f participation i s the nation , 
and thu s th e agencie s fee l oblige d t o d o som e trainin g fo r eac h 
nation. Fo r example , i n 198 9 th e Asi a Pacifi c Developmen t Centre , 
based in Kual a Lumpur , ra n a  highly successfu l intensiv e semina r fo r 
the Coo k Island s government . In  n o othe r countr y ha s such a  hig h 
proportion o f th e populatio n bee n involve d i n a n internationall y 
run semina r finance d b y APDC . Tha t on e wa s onl y fo r Coo k 
Islanders, bu t a t th e sam e tim e ther e wer e thre e unrelate d short -
term regiona l trainin g programme s bein g ru n b y differen t interna -
tional agencie s i n th e Coo k Islands , wit h it s nationa l populatio n o f 
17,500: an illustratio n o f one o f the man y advantage s o f smallness. 

The onl y universit y se t u p fo r thi s region wa s the Pacifi c an d Asi a 
Christian Universit y establishe d i n Hawai i i n th e mi d 1980s . I t soo n 
changed it s nam e t o Universit y o f th e Nations , wit h a  networ k o f 
campuses aroun d th e world , aimin g a t unlimite d internationa l cov -
erage. A numbe r o f Pacific Islander s atten d th e Hawai i campus , an d 
a campus i s planned fo r Tonga . 

United State s o f Americ a 

USA ha s bee n th e onl y sourc e o f post-secondar y educatio n fo r 
American Samo a an d th e Micronesia n territorie s o f the nort h Pacific . 
Much o f thi s i s don e i n USA , an d tha t conducte d i n th e island s i s 
substantially staffe d an d funde d b y USA . Th e mai n post-secondar y 
institutions ar e th e Communit y Colleg e o f th e Norther n Marianas , 
the American Samo a Communit y College , the Colleg e o f Micronesia 
(the las t se t up b y th e U S administratio n bu t sinc e take n ove r b y th e 
self-governing states , particularly FSM) , an d th e Communit y Colleg e 
of th e Marshal l Islands . Th e Universit y o f Gua m als o teache s som e 
hundreds o f Micronesian students , mainly for degre e courses . 

In 199 1 US A bega n a  ne w Pacifi c Island s Trainin g Initiativ e t o 
provide practica l training , mainl y throug h shor t courses , i n suc h 
subjects a s financial  management , accounting , audi t an d computing . 
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HAWAII 

Hawaii i s hom e t o a n enormou s rang e o f post-secondar y institu -
tions, vastl y mor e tha n anywher e els e i n th e Pacifi c Islands , despit e 
Hawaii havin g les s tha n a  thir d o f th e populatio n o f Papu a Ne w 
Guinea o r Ne w Zealand , an d abou t on e thir d mor e tha n Fiji . 

Most Pacifi c Island s student s ar e attracte d t o church-relate d uni -
versities i n Hawaii . Ther e ar e abou t 30 0 (no t includin g Polynesia n 
Hawaiians) a t th e Brigha m Youn g University , whic h i s sponsore d 
by th e Churc h o f Jesu s Chris t o f Latte r Da y Saint s (Mormon) . 
Smaller number s atten d Chaminad e (Catholic) , Universit y o f th e 
Nations (YWAM) , Hawai i Lo a (Unite d Churc h -  bu t no w operat -
ing i n associatio n wit h Hawai i Pacifi c Universit y whic h i s no t 
church related) . Other s atten d Lom a Lind a (SDA ) i n Californi a an d 
institutions elsewher e o n th e mainland . 

Most o f th e student s a t th e churc h relate d universitie s tak e busi -
ness studie s o r th e libera l art s with relativel y fe w i n scienc e courses . 
But Hawai i i s als o a  centr e fo r theologica l education , includin g 
Fuller Theologica l Seminary , Th e Internationa l Colleg e an d 
Graduate Schoo l o f Theology , Waylan d Baptis t University , an d 
Redemption Colleg e -  i n Honolul u alone . 

Of Hawaii' s man y secula r institutions , th e larges t i s the Universit y 
of Hawaii , wit h 25,00 0 students . A  stat e governmen t institution , i t 
is popular wit h Pacifi c Island s students . Fee s vary , bein g lowes t fo r 
persons classifie d a s Resident s o f th e State , highe r fo r othe r 
Americans, an d highes t fo r foreig n students . Pacifi c Island s student s 
from countrie s wit h n o universit y campus , however , pa y onl y th e 
minimum rate . The Universit y o f Hawaii ha s a  full campu s a t Hilo , 
and si x communit y college s (whic h teac h mainl y two-yea r associat e 
degrees) sprea d throughou t th e state . 

Then ther e i s a  range o f privat e universities . Hawai i Pacific , wit h 
8,000 students , i s the largest . Severa l U S mainlan d universitie s hav e 
campuses i n Honolulu . Som e bega n b y caterin g t o th e man y U S 
military personne l base d i n Hawaii , bu t the y late r accepte d civilia n 
students. Branche s o f mainlan d universitie s (i. e accredite d degre e 
awarding institutions ) includ e Universit y o f Souther n California , 
University o f Oklahoma , Centra l Michiga n University , Embry -
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Riddle Aeronautica l University , Kenned y Wester n University , 
Central Texa s College , Denve r Busines s College , DeVr y Institut e 
of Technology an d Business , an d Ne w Yor k Technica l Institute . 

Other tertiar y institution s i n Hawai i includ e Canon' s Busines s 
College, Columbi a Schoo l o f Broadcasting , Fores t Institut e o f 
Professional Psychology , Globa l Performin g Art s Institute , Golde n 
State University , Honolul u Fil m Actor s Workshop , Hawai i 
Business College , Intercultura l Communication s Institute , Japan -
America Institut e o f Managemen t Science , Kahuman a Cente r fo r 
Alternative Education , Pacifi c Internationa l Languag e School , an d 
Waianae Educationa l Learnin g Laborator y fo r Adults . 

Many othe r institution s ar e oriente d primaril y t o particula r 
ethnic o r othe r communities , suc h a s Toka i Universit y ( a Hawai i 
campus o f th e larges t universit y i n Japan) , Toky o Honolul u 
International College , Kansa i Gaida i Hawai i Ko , Kanazaw a 
Institute o f Technology, an d man y others . 

Specialised institution s includ e Schoo l t o Wor k Transitio n 
Centers, Communit y School s fo r Adults , a  numbe r o f computin g 
and electroni c colleges , languag e schools , para-lega l trainin g 
schools, sport s trainin g colleges , school s fo r trainin g i n art , avia -
tion, beaut y care , broadcasting , ceramics , dancing , drama , dress -
making, marin e training , marketing , modelling , music , nursin g 
and othe r healt h services , rea l estat e training , trave l an d tourism . 

The abov e lis t o f institutions indicate s th e tremendou s educatio n 
and trainin g opportunitie s i n Hawaii . Th e mai n proble m i s cos t 
since mos t Pacifi c student s hav e t o obtai n sponsorshi p o f som e 
kind fo r oversea s study . Fo r thos e wh o wis h t o wor k thei r wa y 
through a  cours e o f study , n o wor k permit s ar e neede d fo r stu -
dents fro m America n Samoa , Guam , Norther n Marianas , Palau , 
Federated State s o f Micronesia , an d th e Marshal l Islands . Fo r 
others, wor k permit s ar e possible , bu t no t eas y t o obtai n excep t i n 
established programme s suc h a s tha t a t th e Brigha m Youn g 
University whic h involve s a  work-stud y schem e fo r al l Pacifi c 
Islands students . Nevertheless , a  numbe r o f student s fro m 
Commonwealth Sout h Pacifi c countrie s hav e foun d thei r wa y t o 
Hawaii an d studie d ther e -  especiall y i n industrial , technica l an d 
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trade schools , bu t als o i n th e universities . 
Hawaii i s an appropriat e plac e t o prepar e student s o f th e Pacifi c 

Islands fo r th e twenty-firs t century , whe n th e majo r influence s o n 
the regio n wil l b e comin g fro m th e nort h Pacifi c Ri m countries . 
Asians ar e th e larges t ingredien t o f Hawaii' s population , an d it s 
institutions ar e geare d t o Asi a a s wel l a s USA : th e tw o area s o f 
greatest relevance . I t als o ha s a  larg e Pacifi c Island s population . 
Overall, Hawai i ha s mor e o f th e neede d ingredient s tha n an y 
other singl e locatio n -  thoug h th e Pacifi c o f tomorro w wil l nee d 
to hav e differen t student s familia r wit h man y locations . 

California i s the othe r stat e whic h i s hos t t o a  numbe r o f Sout h 
Pacific students , thoug h smal l number s ar e sprea d throughou t 
USA. 

Only i n a  fe w case s i s i t possibl e fo r Sout h Pacifi c student s t o 
take distanc e course s fro m U S universities . Th e Honolul u 
University o f Arts , Science s an d Humanitie s i s on e o f th e fe w a t 
that leve l whic h offer s degre e course s b y extension , thoug h a 
number d o fro m th e U S mainland . 

Another issu e t o b e considere d wit h al l U S institution s i s tha t 
the qualit y range s fro m ver y hig h t o ver y low . Th e ope n marke t 
in educatio n make s a  tremendous rang e available , bu t standardisa -
tion i s no t a  goal . A t presen t student s fro m Commonwealt h 
Pacific countrie s lac k informatio n o n th e level s an d comparabilit y 
of each institutio n o f learning i n Hawai i an d elsewher e i n USA . 

The U S governmen t fund s som e staff , scholarships , equipmen t 
and material s fo r US P (particularl y fo r it s agricultur e campu s i n 
Western Samoa) , Nationa l Universit y o f Samoa , Atenis i an d 
UPNG, an d provide s som e scholarship s fo r islander s t o stud y i n 
USA. I t als o provide d th e PEACESA T educationa l satellit e 
service, COP E ( a networ k a t presen t use d b y Polynesia n coun -
tries), an d severa l othe r services . 

Asia 

Until recen t year s very fe w Pacifi c Island s student s wen t t o Asi a fo r 
education. Th e number s ar e increasing , however , wit h Japan , 
China an d Taiwa n bein g th e mai n hosts . Ther e i s likel y t o b e a 
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continuing increase . I n 198 8 Japan accepte d 26 8 trainee s fro m th e 
Pacific Island s an d sen t 29 9 Japanese expert s an d surve y teams , a s 
well a s 26 6 volunteer s o f th e officia l JOCV , man y o f who m ar e 
educators -  especiall y i n technica l field s (Numata , 199 0 p.11) . 
Japan i s likel y t o provid e considerabl y mor e highe r educatio n t o 
islands student s i n th e comin g decade , wit h Chin a an d othe r Eas t 
Asian state s increasing their provisio n a  little later . 

The Philippine s ha s been significan t i n some sectors . Fo r example , 
the Unite d Nation s Foo d an d Agricultur e Organisatio n ha s spon -
sored a  numbe r o f Sout h Pacifi c student s fo r studie s i n veterinar y 
science, agricultur e an d relate d topics , t o th e Universit y o f th e 
Philippines (UP ) Lo s Bano s campus . U P ha s a  goo d reputatio n fo r 
business studie s an d socia l sciences , bu t i t i s apparentl y no t wel l 
equipped fo r th e pure an d applie d sciences . 

Saint Andrew s University , originall y se t u p b y th e Episcopalia n 
Church, ha s attracted a  number o f Tongans particularly , fo r a  rang e 
of courses . Atene o University , Universit y o f Sant o Toma s an d th e 
SVD Universit y hav e attracte d a  number o f Catholi c student s from 
the Pacifi c fo r variou s programmes . Ther e i s an enormou s rang e o f 
educational establishment s i n th e Philippines . Th e advantage s o f th e 
Philippines fo r Pacifi c Island s student s ar e tha t th e teachin g i s i n 
English an d th e cost s ar e th e lowes t o f an y sourc e o f higher educa -
tion. Philippine s language s belon g t o th e sam e Austronesia n famil y 
as most Pacifi c Island s languages , an d th e culture s hav e consequen t 
similarities. 

The qualit y o f courses offere d i n th e Philippine s i s variable s o i t i s 
necessary t o chec k th e standin g o f th e institutions ; Philippine s 
embassies provide thi s kin d o f information. Sinc e a n increasin g pro -
portion o f Pacifi c student s wil l hav e t o finance  thei r ow n studie s 
abroad i n th e future , th e Philippine s i s likely t o becom e a n increas -
ing source . 

Europe 

The mai n source s ar e U K universities , polytechnic s an d specialise d 
colleges. Franc e take s well ove r 1,00 0 student s from it s Pacific terri -
tories, despit e thei r tota l populatio n bein g les s tha n hal f a  million . 
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But fe w g o t o Franc e fro m othe r island s states . Smal l number s hav e 
gone fo r shor t course s o r post-graduat e degree s t o Germany , th e 
Netherlands, Italy , Swede n an d elsewhere . Specialise d institution s 
such a s the Worl d Maritim e Universit y i n Swede n hav e attracte d a 
number o f Pacific Islander s involved i n shipping . 

Latin Americ a 

Latin Americ a i s just beginnin g t o mak e contact , wit h som e exam -
ples o f fisheries  trainin g fo r islander s i n Chil e an d Peru , an d diplo -
matic trainin g i n Chile . Thi s i s expecte d t o grow , bu t no t t o b e a 
major source , becaus e o f languag e difference s an d financia l con -
straints. 

To su m up , ther e ha s been a  remarkable growt h i n th e volum e an d 
range o f post-secondary educatio n availabl e t o Pacifi c people . I n a n 
increasingly inter-connecte d world , however , w e mus t not e tha t i t 
has grow n eve n faste r i n man y o f th e countrie s wit h whic h th e 
Pacific island s interacts . Thus , despit e th e growth , th e ga p i n edu -
cated manpowe r betwee n Pacifi c island s an d Pacifi c ri m countrie s 
continues t o widen , particularl y i n respec t o f th e Asia n nation s o f 
the Pacifi c Rim . 

Modes of  learning 

Distance learnin g 

Extension teachin g wa s begun b y Masse y Universit y fo r th e easter n 
Pacific an d th e Universit y o f Queenslan d i n th e wester n Pacific . 
Both gread y reduce d thei r involvemen t a t th e reques t o f th e 
University o f Papu a Ne w Guine a an d th e Universit y o f th e Sout h 
Pacific whe n thos e tw o universitie s began i n 196 6 an d 196 8 respec -
tively. 

USP AN D UPN G 
USP ha s extensio n centre s i n 1 1 o f th e 1 2 membe r countries . 
UPNG ha s 1 1 extensio n centres , an d aim s t o hav e on e i n eac h o f 
the 1 9 provincial capitals . 
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Although UPN G an d US P wer e intende d t o begi n extensio n 
studies ver y early , th e mai n constrain t i n bot h case s wa s tha t man y 
academic staf f regarde d teachin g b y extensio n a s inferior , a s a n 
extra, o r a s a lower priority , despit e instruction s o f the tw o univer -
sity council s t o th e contrar y ( a phenomeno n whic h ha s bee n 
observed world-wide) . However , thoug h th e delay s were greate r a t 
UPNG (Va n Trease , 1991) , b y th e 1980 s bot h wer e offerin g a n 
expanding range o f courses. 

In 1989 , US P ha d 6,64 8 enrolment s fo r credi t course s b y exten -
sion. UPN G ha d 2 9 pe r cen t fewe r enrolment s a t 4,710 , thoug h 
by 199 2 i t ha d reache d 7,600 . (Th e numbe r o f student s i s lowe r 
than th e numbe r o f enrolment s i n bot h case s a s some student s tak e 
more tha n on e cours e a t a  time) . US P offere d man y mor e credi t 
courses b y extensio n tha n UPN G (13 7 a s agains t 28 ) i n 1991 , bu t 
to smalle r number s i n eac h cours e (abou t 5 0 student s pe r cours e fo r 
USP, an d abou t 17 0 fo r UPNG) . UPN G coul d increas e it s enrol -
ments a s th e deman d i s 'huge ' (Va n Trease , 199 1 p.8) , an d PNG' s 
population i s 2.5 time s larger tha n tha t o f the US P region . 

In bot h case s more student s stud y b y extensio n tha n o n campuses , 
though a s most extensio n student s tak e onl y on e o r tw o course s a t a 
time, campu s teachin g i s stil l th e large r par t o f the tw o universities ' 
operations. Th e extensio n proportio n continue s t o gro w i n bot h 
cases, and i s likely t o surpas s the campu s mode . 

At bot h universities , mos t o f th e course s offere d ar e a t relativel y 
basic levels , th e mor e s o a t UPN G owin g t o it s late r start . Thu s i n 
1991, US P wa s offerin g 7 6 course s belo w degre e leve l an d 6 1 a t 
degree level . Th e enrolment s i n mos t US P membe r countrie s ar e 
much highe r i n th e pre-degre e courses , fo r example , i n th e Coo k 
Islands an d Solomo n Island s i n 1991 , onl y 1 2 pe r cen t an d 2 2 pe r 
cent respectivel y o f extensio n credi t cours e enrolment s wer e a t 
degree level . A t UPN G relativel y fe w course s ar e offere d a t degre e 
level. Th e rang e i s expanding i n bot h systems , bu t i t i s likely t o b e 
some year s befor e ful l degree s wil l b e availabl e b y extensio n i n 
either. 

Almost al l credi t cours e teachin g b y extensio n i s don e from  th e 
main campuse s i n Suv a (Fiji ) an d Por t Moresb y (PNG ) respectively . 
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The technolog y allow s course s t o b e taugh t equall y wel l from  an y 
point i n th e syste m fo r i t depend s o n satellit e communication , i n 
which cos t doe s no t chang e wit h distance . However , th e large r 
written componen t depend s o n mai l o r courie r services . Th e fac t 
that thes e operat e onl y onc e a  wee k fro m nationa l capital s t o th e 
main campus , an d tak e tim e t o b e cleare d throug h custom s an d 
sorted an d delivered t o staff , make s fo r seriou s delay s for student s a t 
national capitals , but for almos t impossibl e delay s for thos e o n oute r 
islands where mos t Pacifi c islander s live. 

Technology make s decentralisatio n possible , bu t neithe r syste m 
has used tha t potentia l excep t marginally , s o distance teachin g has in 
fact intensifie d th e centralisation . Wit h fe w exception s (e.g . courses 
taught regionall y fro m Vanuatu) , staf f teaching extensio n course s t o 
the whol e US P regio n ar e Fij i citizen s o r expatriate s livin g i n Fiji : 
where th e 199 1 USP extension handbook s lis t th e name s o f teach -
ing staff, 9 0 per cent o f the regiona l staf f were Fij i citizens . 

Both case s illustrat e th e drawin g o f benefit s t o th e centr e a t th e 
expense o f th e large r periphery . Thu s a t UPNG , 3 0 pe r cen t o f 
extension enrolment s ar e fro m th e Nationa l Capita l Distric t whic h 
contains onl y 3  pe r cen t o f the nationa l population . Tha t popula -
tion, however , i s widely representativ e o f the natio n a s a whole and 
mobility i s free . Thoug h Fij i ha s mor e extensio n enrolment s tha n 
the res t o f the region , th e Suv a populatio n i s not a t al l representa -
tive o f the region , an d mobility fo r citizens o f other membe r coun -
tries is tightly constrained . 

Another distinctio n i n benefit s i s tha t i n PNG , whil e th e mai n 
campus whic h wa s paid fo r wit h nationa l fund s i s used fo r th e stu -
dents i n the capital , th e provincia l centre s had to be paid fo r by the 
provincial governments . I n th e US P region , eac h countr y ha d t o 
pay fo r the USP extension centr e fro m it s own nationa l o r bilatera l 
funds. Th e hos t countr y i s th e onl y countr y whic h decline d t o 
finance th e establishmen t o f it s nationa l extensio n centre , despit e 
being th e mai n beneficiary . Th e advantag e o f th e separat e nation s 
having finance d thei r ow n US P extensio n centre s i s tha t thi s ma y 
facilitate thei r eventua l liberatio n fro m a  centre-dominate d an d 
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centre-benefitting system , an d a  movemen t toward s a  networkin g 
of autonomous nationa l units . 

T H E COMMONWEALT H O F LEARNIN G (COL ) 
This aim s t o facilitat e th e interactio n o f distanc e teachin g a t al l 
levels throughou t th e Commonwealt h (se e pag e 25) . Eventuall y i t 
should b e possibl e t o sta y i n on e plac e bu t tak e a  degre e o r othe r 
qualification combinin g selecte d course s fro m universitie s i n differ -
ent part s o f the Commonwealth . I n th e shor t term , however , CO L 
is facilitating training , cross-fertilisatio n betwee n distanc e educatio n 
systems, and th e exchang e o f courses between institutions . 

T H E PACIFI C ADVENTIS T COLLEG E 
PAC als o operate s a n extensio n system . I t i s a s yet small , involvin g 
only 30 0 student s sprea d acros s the Pacifi c fro m Papu a Ne w Guine a 
to Tahiti . I t aim s t o establis h extensio n centre s acros s th e region , 
but firstl y i n Solomo n Islands , Vanuatu , Kiribat i an d othe r part s o f 
PNG. 

The onl y othe r distanc e educatio n service s ar e thos e provide d b y 
churches o n religiou s topic s and b y commercia l colleges . 

O T H E R RELIGIOU S ORGANISATION S 

Several religiou s organisation s (mostl y fundamentalis t Christia n bu t 
also som e non-Christia n faiths ) offe r Bibl e Studie s an d othe r reli -
gious course s b y extensio n throughou t th e Pacific . W e hav e bee n 
surprised t o fin d tha t mor e Pacifi c Islander s ar e enrolle d i n suc h 
religious training course s (thoug h mos t ar e shor t courses) , than i n al l 
extension course s provide d b y th e universitie s pu t together . Fo r 
example, th e Sout h Pacifi c Bibl e Colleg e i n Tauranga , Ne w 
Zealand, reporte d i n 199 0 tha t the y ha d ove r 5,00 0 student s i n cor -
respondence course s from  th e islands , an d a  Churche s o f Chris t 
subsidiary i n American Samo a claime d simila r number s i n th e Sout h 
Pacific. Ther e ar e many others . 

Summer school s 

The ter m 'summe r schools ' i s use d her e rathe r tha n th e UPN G 
term 'Lahar a Sessions ' becaus e i t i s bette r know n internationally . I t 



Current Provisions 35 

is als o th e ter m use d a t USP . Th e basi c ide a i s a  short , full-tim e 
concentrated session , usuall y lastin g fou r t o si x weeks , i n whic h 
students tak e a  singl e credi t cours e (occasionall y two) . Bot h US P 
and UPN G repor t highe r pas s rate s a t summe r school s tha n i n dis -
tance teachin g o r i n on-campu s courses . Bot h author s hav e bee n 
extensively involve d wit h distanc e teachin g an d wit h summe r 
schools an d fee l tha t latte r coul d mos t usefull y b e expanded . I t als o 
provides a  fac e t o fac e learnin g opportunit y fo r extensio n student s 
in thei r hom e countries . 

Many academic s i n universitie s o n th e Pacifi c Ri m hav e offere d 
to teac h summe r school s fo r US P fre e o r a t minima l cost , bu t th e 
bureaucratic complexitie s le d t o th e stallin g o f such initiative s mor e 
than te n year s ago . I f eac h nationa l extensio n centr e ha d th e 
authority t o mak e suc h arrangement s o n it s own, muc h mor e coul d 
be achieve d fo r th e non-campu s countries . 

International agencies 

An are a o f rapi d growt h i n educatio n an d trainin g i s tha t provide d 
by th e internationa l agencies . Thi s i s usually designe d fo r particula r 
categories o f experience d professional s t o upgrad e thei r skill s o r 
acquaint the m wit h ne w area s o f expertise . Whil e trainin g pro -
grammes ar e liste d her e unde r th e agenc y whic h i s th e mai n 
sponsor, man y ar e offere d jointl y b y severa l organisations , includin g 
the hos t governmen t o r institution . I t i s important t o g o int o som e 
detail abou t thes e programmes , a s many o f the m ar e no t taugh t i n 
institutions, bu t serv e th e ever-widenin g rang e o f specialise d needs . 
They provid e a  muc h highe r proportio n o f th e post-secondar y 
education an d trainin g in the regio n tha n i s generally understood . 

Asian Developmen t Ban k (ADB ) 

This agenc y conduct s course s i n th e regio n ever y year , th e mos t 
significant bein g th e tw o wee k Regiona l Semina r o n Projec t 
Appraisal an d Supervisio n (fo r developmen t banks ) an d Projec t 
Management Seminars . Abou t 3 0 participant s from  membe r coun -
tries atten d eac h course . I n addition , th e Ban k operate s th e 
ADB/Japan Scholarshi p Programm e fo r post-graduat e study , an d 
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the ADB/IL O Scholarshi p Programme , usuall y fo r course s o f abou t 
six months. AD B ha s a South Pacifi c Offic e i n Vila , Vanuatu . 

ESCAP Pacifi c Operation s Centr e (EPOC ) 

Also base d i n Vila , i n 199 0 EPO C conducte d th e followin g pro -
grammes: 

• a  tw o wee k trainin g worksho p fo r 2 5 official s i n preparin g 
municipal plan s in FS M 
• a  one wee k worksho p fo r 2 0 persons o n developmen t budgetin g 
in th e Marshal l Island s 
• a  two wee k semina r fo r 2 5 projec t planner s from  th e fou r Leas t 
Developed Pacifi c Countrie s 
• a  tw o wee k worksho p fo r 3 0 person s o n managemen t o f 
women's centre s fo r th e smalle r islan d countrie s 
• a  on e wee k worksho p o n foo d processin g fo r 2 0 person s from 
the smalle r islan d countries . 

A tota l o f 12 9 persons , i n additio n t o thos e traine d b y EPO C staf f 
or sen t by EPOC o n individua l stud y programmes . 

The Europea n Communit y (EC ) 

The Europea n Communit y finance s nin e regiona l researc h an d 
training programme s throug h US P alon e fo r agriculture , an d a 
range o f othe r trainin g programme s throug h nationa l government s 
and regiona l agencies . Th e E C maintain s office s i n Papu a Ne w 
Guinea an d Fiji . 

The U N Foo d an d Agricultur e Organisatio n (FAO ) 

Operating fro m a  regiona l headquarter s i n Wester n Samoa , th e 
FAO see s al l it s activitie s a s technology transfer . Ther e is , therefore , 
a majo r componen t o f educatio n an d trainin g i n it s programmes i n 
agriculture, aquaculture , marin e resources , boa t building , forestry , 
pest an d diseas e research , an d conservation . FA O als o sponsor s 
workshops, seminar s and othe r trainin g programmes . 
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The Internationa l Labou r Organisatio n (ILO ) 

ILO ha s a  Sout h Pacifi c offic e i n Suva . I t spend s abou t US$1 0 
million pe r yea r i n th e developin g countrie s o f the Sout h Pacifi c o n 
a wide rang e o f programmes, i n mos t o f which educatio n an d train -
ing i s th e mai n component . Th e tota l i s to o extensiv e t o list , bu t 
includes regiona l programme s i n trad e training , handicrafts , co -
operatives managemen t an d legislation , manpowe r planning , smal l 
business promotion , worke r education , an d vocationa l rehabilita -
tion. IL O work s in many o f the sam e field s i n nationa l programmes , 
as well a s running course s i n industria l relations , adul t educatio n fo r 
rural women , populatio n an d famil y healt h courses , trave l industr y 
staff training, and course s for supervisors . 

The IL O organise s othe r programme s whic h ar e specifi c t o par -
ticular needs . These includ e assisting : 

• the Coo k Island s with apprenticeshi p trainin g 
• Fij i wit h trainin g fo r timbe r worker s an d wit h modernisatio n o f 
the Hotel , Caterin g an d Touris m Occupation s Trainin g 
Programme 
• th e Federate d State s o f Micronesi a wit h trainin g course s fo r 
construction worker s 
• Kiribat i with trainin g o f plumbers an d smal l engine maintenanc e 
• Papu a Ne w Guine a wit h trainin g relative t o plantation s 
• Solomo n Island s with trainin g fo r th e Port s Authorit y 
• Tonga wit h programme s i n rura l managemen t 
• Tuvalu i n rura l multi-craf t trainin g 
• Vanuatu fo r mechanics , an d fo r wome n 
• Western Samo a in home managemen t an d vocational training . 

ILO als o finances  peopl e from  th e island s t o undertak e course s i n 
other countrie s withi n th e regio n an d beyond . Thei r programme s 
do no t len d themselve s t o simpl e additio n o f th e number s o f 
persons traine d b y o r with th e assistanc e o f ILO, but ther e ar e man y 
thousands per yea r i n the region . 
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The Internationa l Telecommunication s Unio n (ITU ) 

ITU finances,  arrange s o r provide s trainin g i n th e ful l rang e o f 
telecommunications expertise . Fro m lat e 198 7 t o 198 9 IT U 
trained 28 9 Pacifi c person s i n al l membe r countrie s fo r a n esti -
mated 20 7 person-months . I n addition , i t provide d demonstratio n 
programmes an d advice , an d financed  stud y fellowship s fo r 5 2 
persons fo r 4 1 person-months . IT U operate s throug h U N D P 
offices i n th e Pacific . 

The U N Developmen t Programm e (UNDP ) 

Working closel y wit h othe r UN , governmen t an d othe r organisa -
tions, UND P ha s somethin g o f a n umbrell a rol e fo r man y U N 
agencies, throug h it s office s i n Fiji , Papu a Ne w Guine a an d 
Western Samoa . Man y o f it s programme s contai n a  trainin g 
component. 

The Integrate d Atol l Developmen t Project , fo r example , run s 
courses an d workshop s i n additio n t o institutio n buildin g an d on -
the-job training . I n 1990 , thi s include d 2 5 trainin g workshop s i n 
the Coo k Islands , FSM , Kiribati , Marshal l Islands , Tokela u an d 
Tuvalu. Eac h cours e i s fo r a  particula r atol l community , an d 
includes atol l profiling , plannin g an d management , leadershi p an d 
other training , a s well i n som e case s as teaching particular skill s such 
as wate r tan k constructio n o r improve d agricultura l technology . 
Courses involv e relativel y larg e number s o f people i n th e commu -
nity concerned , bu t i t i s jus t on e o f th e man y trainin g area s i n 
which UND P i s involved. 

The Unite d Nation s Education , Scienc e an d Cultur e 
Organisation (UNESCO ) 

UNESCO ha s it s Sout h Pacifi c headquarter s i n Wester n Samoa . 
In 1990 , it s programmes include d th e followin g workshops : 

• shor t in-countr y workshop s i n schoo l managemen t fo r 19 9 
school inspector s an d advisors , an d separatel y fo r 1,85 2 head -
teachers fro m te n Pacifi c Island s countrie s 
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• schoo l managemen t for  4 0 senio r educatio n officer s 
• multi-clas s teaching for  te n senio r educatio n officer s 
• aspect s of educational plannin g for  te n educationa l planner s 
• population communicatio n for  1 9 educational planner s 
• one mont h problem-solvin g attachment s for  te n senio r 
education officers . 

Nationally, i t presente d curriculu m workshop s for  1 2 staf f i n 
Kiribati, an d for  te n i n th e Federate d State s o f Micronesi a (FSM ) 
where i t als o conducte d a  worksho p i n teachin g method s fo r te n 
persons. Tw o t o thre e wee k workshop s i n developmen t o f popula -
tion material s were presente d fo r 1 0 an d 4 0 participant s respectivel y 
in FS M an d Solomo n Islands . Seve n trainin g workshop s wer e pro -
vided fo r 11 8 teache r trainer s o n AID S educatio n bot h regionall y 
and i n individua l countries . UNESC O draw s o n consultant s withi n 
the regio n an d beyond . 

In total , UNESCO , i n associatio n wit h in-countr y personnel , 
trained 2,24 0 senio r educator s durin g 199 0 i n aspect s o f educatio n 
which membe r government s identifie d a s having priority . 

The Worl d Ban k 

The Worl d Ban k ha s provide d finance  fo r educationa l up-gradin g 
to severa l Sout h Pacifi c countries , a s well a s financing  man y course s 
and stud y programmes . It s affiliate , th e Internationa l Financ e 
Corporation, operate s a  Sout h Pacifi c Project s Facilit y (SPPF ) fro m 
Sydney. SPP F provides trainin g an d advic e t o existin g an d potentia l 
entrepreneurs. 

The Worl d Healt h Organisatio n (WHO ) 

Operating from a  Wester n Pacifi c offic e i n Manila , Philippines , 
W H O ha s a  representativ e i n Papu a Ne w Guine a an d anothe r i n 
Fiji fo r th e Oceani a region . W H O i s th e majo r sourc e o f trainin g 
assistance i n th e healt h are a fo r mos t countrie s o f the region . I t als o 
makes a n extensiv e contributio n t o educatio n i n fields beyond thos e 
of Healt h Departments . Fo r example , staf f o f Publi c Work s 
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Departments ar e sen t o n course s related t o wate r supply . 
Though th e abov e ar e th e largest , the y ar e onl y on e thir d o f th e 

international agencie s offerin g course s in o r t o the Sout h Pacific . 

South Pacific  regional  organisations 

While US P wa s se t u p exclusivel y fo r highe r education , man y o f 
the othe r Pacifi c regiona l organisation s hav e a n educationa l compo -
nent i n thei r programmes . Thes e includ e (an d ther e ar e man y 
others o n a  smaller scale) : 

Association o f South Pacifi c Airline s (ASPA ) 

ASPA ha s it s office s a t Nad i Airport , Fiji . Wit h th e assistanc e o f 
UNDP an d Internationa l Civi l Aviatio n Organisatio n (ICAO) , 
ASPA operate s a  regiona l trainin g programme , providin g instruc -
tion an d fellowship s fo r on e t o tw o wee k courses . Participant s ar e 
from th e Commonwealt h Pacific , fro m Frenc h an d U S associate d 
territories, an d a  fe w fro m furthe r afield . Th e three-yea r pro -
gramme (1988-90 ) aime d t o trai n 54 8 airlin e staf f i n th e 1 2 mai n 
areas of airline operation . 

Forum Fisherie s Agenc y (FFA ) 

This agenc y i s based i n Honiara , Solomo n Island s an d i s mainly a n 
operating agenc y fo r membe r governments , bu t i t als o promote s 
training. It s larges t contributio n i s t o th e Ocea n Resourc e 
Management Programm e a t USP , whic h ha s bee n directe d b y a n 
FFA staf f membe r wit h othe r input s fro m US P staff , SOPA C an d 
others. FF A als o operate s a  Fellowshi p Schem e fo r professional s i n 
international law , compute r technology , an d foreig n relations , an d 
co-sponsors marin e researc h wit h th e Sout h Pacifi c Commission . 

Forum Secretaria t (formerl y SPEC ) 

This i s th e permanen t secretaria t o f th e Sout h Pacifi c Forum , th e 
annual meetin g o f Prim e Ministers , President s an d Premier s o f th e 
independent Pacific . It s office s ar e locate d i n Suva , Fiji . Whil e th e 
Secretariat's tas k i s primaril y politica l an d economic , man y o f it s 
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programmes hav e a n educationa l component . Fo r example , th e 
South Pacifi c Maritim e Developmen t Pla n include s contributions t o 
existing institutions , an d provision s fo r direc t actio n from  th e 
Secretariat. Ther e ar e maritime college s i n Fiji , Papu a Ne w Guine a 
and Solomo n Island s fo r Grad e 4  master s an d engineer s an d above . 
There ar e als o man y nationa l maritim e school s fo r trainin g rating s 
and lowe r leve l masters , mainl y fo r loca l services . Fo r th e trainin g 
of Grad e 1  masters an d engineers , scholarship s ar e provide d t o sen d 
the candidate s t o Ne w Zealan d o r Australia n colleges . I n addition , 
the Secretaria t plan s t o appoin t it s ow n staf f t o conduc t fou r o r 
more shor t course s pe r yea r i n differen t part s o f th e regio n o n th e 
maritime industries , an d anothe r specialis t t o provid e fou r course s 
per yea r fo r thre e year s i n por t safet y training . Als o provide d are : 
courses fo r th e trainin g an d certificatio n o f fishermen ; comprehen -
sive compute r system s fo r maritim e ministrie s an d fo r shippin g 
offices, wit h associate d training ; an d trainin g i n boa t building . Th e 
value o f the trainin g componen t i s likely t o b e abou t US$ 1 millio n 
over fou r years . 

Many o f the Secretariat' s othe r programme s hav e a  similar  educa -
tion component . I n additio n i t offer s fellowship s fo r middl e leve l 
managers throughou t th e region , mainl y t o gai n applie d compara -
tive experience . 

Media trainin g institution s 

Different form s o f medi a trainin g hav e usuall y bee n sponsore d b y 
international agencies . PACJOUR N wa s funde d b y German y 
through UNESC O an d wa s se t u p fo r journalism training , base d i n 
Vanuatu, bu t i s no w inactiv e awaitin g furthe r funding . 
PACBROAD i s a n agenc y fo r broadcasting , base d i n Honiara , 
Solomon Islands : i t an d th e Pacifi c Island s Broadcasting Associatio n 
training programm e wer e funde d b y th e Friedric h Eber t 
Foundation. Th e Commonwealt h funde d th e US P journalis m 
course, an d th e Catholi c churc h funde d th e programm e a t DWI . 
The Universit y o f Papu a Ne w Guine a receive s n o direc t fundin g 
for tha t course , althoug h th e whol e universit y i s indirectl y 
supported b y Australian ai d throug h th e PNG government . 
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The Sout h Pacifi c Geoscienc e Commissio n (SOPAC ) 

Based i n Suva , Fiji , SOPAC' s wor k i s i n th e developmen t o f non -
living marin e resources ; a  relatively ne w are a whic h coul d becom e 
the mai n sourc e o f incom e fo r som e Pacifi c countries . Th e mai n 
training components are : 

1 A  certificat e cours e i n marin e geology , taugh t fo r SOPA C 
jointly b y US P an d Victori a Universit y o f Wellington. Ove r 3 0 
students hav e graduated . 

2 Scholarship s fo r thre e student s pe r yea r t o tak e degree s i n 
geology an d engineerin g i n Australia , NZ , Canad a an d th e 
Pacific Islands . 

3 On-the-jo b trainin g fo r staf f fro m th e islan d countrie s workin g 
with professional s a t SOPA C headquarter s fo r period s o f thre e 
months i n laborator y work , dat a collatio n an d analysis , plottin g 
of results , interpretation , drafting , reportin g an d othe r matters . 
Most o f SOPAC' s wor k i s research , muc h o f i t conducte d b y 
specialist ship s loane d b y metropolita n countries . Suc h vessel s 
carry island s staf f fo r on-the-jo b training : usuall y abou t eigh t 
trainees pe r yea r eac h fo r abou t a  month . On-the-jo b trainin g 
is als o finance d b y SOPA C fo r island s personne l i n Australia , 
NZ, USA , Japan, Europ e an d Scandinavia . 

4 Workshop s ar e hel d twic e a  yea r fo r theoretica l an d practica l 
training i n coasta l mapping , dee p se a exploration , ocea n 
thermal energ y exchange , marin e geolog y an d geophysics , an d 
marine management . Som e ar e hel d a t th e headquarters , other s 
in membe r countrie s o r o n researc h vessels . 

5 Seminar s fo r 1 0 t o 1 5 person s a t a  tim e ar e hel d i n membe r 
countries. 

6 Othe r trainin g include s th e developmen t o f a  high schoo l cur -
riculum i n eart h scienc e an d marin e geology , an d lecturin g i n 
the Ocea n Resource s Managemen t Programm e whic h i s 
funded b y Canad a throug h FF A a t USP . 

In 1990 , $744,11 0 wa s budgete d fo r thi s trainin g programme , i n 
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addition t o trainin g o n researc h vessel s an d SOPA C Techse c -
perhaps $ 1 millio n i n all . T o 1990 , 67 4 Pacifi c island s staf f ha d 
received 17,56 7 person-day s o f educatio n an d training , no t includ -
ing thos e o n scholarship s fo r full-tim e study . (Base d o n th e averag e 
academic yea r o f abou t 15 0 stud y days , thi s equal s abou t 12 0 
person-years). 

South Pacifi c Commissio n (SPC ) 

The SP C headquarter s ar e i n Noumea , Ne w Caledonia . It s mai n 
training function s includ e th e Communit y Developmen t Trainin g 
Centre, base d i n Suva , whic h run s a  one-yea r diplom a cours e fo r 
mature wome n involve d i n communit y development , hom e eco -
nomics an d welfare . Th e Yout h Leadershi p Trainin g Programm e 
and th e Fisherie s Trainin g Programme , base d i n Ne w Caledonia , 
run course s i n membe r countrie s o n demand . The y als o send 
selected student s abroad , mainl y t o Ne w Zealand , bu t eve n a s fa r 
afield a s Chile an d Peru . Trainin g i n aspect s o f broadcasting , vide o 
production an d graphic s fo r adul t educatio n ar e taugh t fro m th e 
base in Fiji . 

South Pacifi c Regiona l Environmen t Programm e (SPREP) , 

Formerly base d i n Noume a a s a n affiliat e o f th e Sout h Pacifi c 
Commission, SPRE P recentl y assume d prominence a s environmen -
tal concern s becom e a  majo r issue . I t i s now a n autonomou s bod y 
based i n Wester n Samoa . I t ha s a n educatio n section , nationa l an d 
regional course s ar e conducted , award s provide d fo r nationa l staf f t o 
go abroa d fo r training , an d educationa l material s are produced . 

Tourism Counci l o f the Sout h Pacifi c (TCSP ) 

TCSP wa s se t u p i n Suva , Fiji , wit h fund s from  th e Europea n 
Community, Australia , Ne w Zealan d an d variou s internationa l 
agencies an d ha d a  budget o f F$1.8 millio n fo r trainin g for th e thre e 
years 1986-89 . I t wa s used fo r trainin g programmes o f governmen t 
and privat e secto r personne l bot h o n a  regional basi s an d i n eac h o f 
the membe r countries . 
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We hav e littl e informatio n o n th e cost-effectivenes s o f th e man y 
programmes provide d b y th e variou s regiona l an d worl d agencies . 
That i s no t t o questio n thei r qualit y o r utility , bu t t o not e tha t a 
comprehensive evaluatio n o f the m woul d b e worthwhile , a s 
personal reaction s w e hav e hear d rang e fro m rathe r negativ e t o 
enthusiastically positive . 

Donor support  for  training  outside  conventional  institutions 

We nee d t o b e awar e als o o f th e tremendou s growt h o f educatio n 
and trainin g outsid e th e conventiona l educationa l institutions . Fo r 
example, th e Australia n an d Ne w Zealan d ministrie s o f defenc e 
operate Militar y Assistanc e Programmes . I t migh t b e temptin g t o 
ignore militar y an d relate d training , bu t i t need s t o b e considere d 
seriously a s i t i s th e are a o f post-secondar y trainin g tha t ha s grow n 
fastest i n th e Sout h Pacifi c i n th e pas t five  year s an d thi s i s likely t o 
continue i n th e immediat e futur e a t least . On e componen t i s con -
ventional militar y trainin g o n a  rang e o f fronts , fo r officer s an d 
NCOs, engineers , pilots , divers , compute r analyst s an d s o on . A n 
even large r componen t i s no t conventionall y militar y an d focuse s 
more o n trainin g engineer s i n rura l constructio n an d ree f passag e 
clearance, fisherie s an d custom s officer s i n maritim e surveillance , 
health worker s i n primar y healt h care , rura l denta l trainin g an d s o 
on. I n Tonga , fo r example , th e mai n sourc e o f compute r trainin g 
for al l section s o f th e governmen t i s th e army , usin g oversea s ai d 
and personnel . 

Likewise, neighbourin g Commonwealt h countrie s provid e train -
ing both i n thei r countrie s an d i n Pacifi c nation s fo r custom s staf f in 
computer technology , dat a analysis , dru g detectio n an d man y othe r 
fields. There i s hardly a  department o f government anywher e i n th e 
islands tha t i s no t receivin g som e educatio n an d training , bot h in -
country an d abroad , fro m metropolita n states . Th e donor s ar e 
mostly Commonwealt h Pacifi c o r USA , bu t ar e als o from Europe , a 
small bu t growin g numbe r i n Eas t Asia , an d eve n a  fe w i n Lati n 
America (mainl y i n applie d marin e resourc e utilisation) . Financ e fo r 
these service s i s almos t totall y external . W e hav e n o dat a o n th e 
money valu e o f thes e services , bu t the y coul d b e give n a  notiona l 
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value o f $10 million , whic h i s probably a n under-estimate , i n vie w 
of th e numbe r o f peopl e w e se e leavin g eve n a  ver y smal l natio n 
like th e Coo k Island s almos t ever y wee k fo r suc h courses , an d th e 
frequency o f oversea s trainer s arrivin g t o conduc t programme s 
locally. Whil e no t doubtin g th e valu e o f these programmes , w e fee l 
that th e benefit s ar e skewe d i n favou r o f non-productiv e govern -
ment service s (som e o f the m essentia l nevertheless) , an d no t suffi -
ciently toward s productive sector s o f the economy . 

Non-governmental organisations  (NGOs) 

Over 10 0 internationa l NGO s operat e i n th e islands , as well a s over 
1,000 loca l one s (Crocomb e an d Winslow , 1993) . Man y o f the m 
include a  componen t o f educatio n an d trainin g i n thei r pro -
grammes. Thei r strengt h i s i n th e non-forma l level , servicin g th e 
village an d th e low-incom e urba n sectors . Eve n thoug h mos t o f 
the Pacifi c populatio n liv e i n thes e sectors , mos t post-secondar y 
education programme s by-pas s them . 

Those allocatin g resource s t o trainin g needs , ma y fin d tha t eve n a 
small reorientatio n i n favou r o f skil l trainin g b y NGO s ma y b e a 
good investmen t i n nationa l developmen t an d i n equity . Wher e 
resources ar e obtaine d i n th e nam e o f th e region , bu t centralise d i n 
one place , thi s can lea d t o maldistribution . Fo r example , th e Centr e 
for Appropriat e Technolog y an d Developmen t wa s se t u p t o serv e 
the region , an d oversea s fund s wer e grante d fo r tha t purpose , bu t 
over 9 5 pe r cen t o f th e trainees , an d al l o f th e Pacifi c staff , hav e 
come from  Fiji . 

Not muc h ha s bee n don e fo r th e regio n a s a  whol e t o provid e 
relevant educatio n an d trainin g fo r rura l adults . Ther e hav e bee n 
some ver y successfu l experiment s an d model s (see , fo r example : 
Bamford, 1986 ; Fina u e t al , 1984 ; Angik i e t al , 1981) . Thes e hav e 
generally bee n initiate d an d funde d b y foreig n ai d bu t compar e 
poorly with th e relativel y vas t amount s spen t o n th e urba n elite . 

Solomon Island s Developmen t Trus t (SIDT ) 

In Solomo n Island s a n N G O wa s establishe d wit h th e primar y goa l 
of providin g short-term , low-cos t trainin g fo r rura l people . Calle d 
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the Solomo n Island s Development Trus t (SIDT) , i t se t u p a  remark -
able networ k o f self-hel p trainin g programme s throughou t th e 
nation. SID T i s the mos t effectiv e institutio n promotin g non-forma l 
education i n th e Pacific . It s purpos e i s T o empowe r villager s 
through developmen t educatio n an d politica l awarenes s an d t o 
strengthen villag e lif e throug h loca l organisationa l effort s an d villag e 
economic viability' . I t operates mainl y throug h mobil e team s o f vol-
unteers working fo r minima l incom e fo r on e o r two week s a  month . 
The volunteer s ar e themselve s villager s wh o hav e bee n traine d t o 
run workshop s fo r leadershi p training , communit y education , 
resource developmen t an d variou s othe r matters . I n 1991 , mobil e 
teams ra n 44 1 workshop s an d othe r trainin g course s fo r 35,80 6 
people, plu s 9 2 women' s programme s fo r 8,08 0 women , plu s 3 0 
special programmes fo r a  further 1,42 2 people , an d a  theatre tea m o f 
seven ha d travelle d throughou t Solomo n Island s presenting dramati c 
performances t o man y thousand s o f villagers on developmen t educa -
tion, nutrition , famil y planning , lan d use , resourc e exploitatio n an d 
other topics (Solomo n Island s Development Trust , Report , 1991) . 

Oceania Nationa l Olympi c Committee s 

A ne w categor y o f N G O whic h focuse s almos t completel y o n 
training o f a  different orde r i s represented b y th e Oceani a Nationa l 
Olympic Committees . A s a  regio n o f th e Internationa l Olympi c 
Committee, i t i s entided t o dra w trainin g fund s fro m th e Olympi c 
Solidarity Movement . Australia , Ne w Zealan d an d almos t al l Pacifi c 
islands state s an d territorie s ar e members , bu t th e benefit s ar e 
awarded disproportionatel y t o th e lowe r incom e island s states . Th e 
Oceania Nationa l Olympi c Committees , whic h hav e thei r secre -
tariat i n Ne w Zealand , no w brin g i n ove r NZ$ 1 millio n t o th e 
islands eac h year , fo r trainin g sportsme n an d wome n an d particu -
larly for th e trainin g o f sports trainers, whether fo r educationa l insti -
tutions o r sport s clubs . 

Within eac h country , a  wide rang e o f sport s code s an d a  nationa l 
sports counci l promot e a  growin g trainin g componen t i n a n 
area whic h wa s unti l recentl y no t involve d i n muc h forma l trainin g 
at all. 
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Women's NGO s 

These ar e involve d i n a  considerabl e amoun t o f trainin g i n smal l 
business management , hom e economics , handicraft s developmen t 
and marketing , leadership training , foo d preservation , etc . 

Church-sponsored institutions 

Since Worl d Wa r I I th e growt h i n post-secondar y educatio n ha s 
been i n government-sponsore d institutions , eve n thoug h churche s 
remain a  majo r source , especiall y i n Papu a Ne w Guinea , Solomo n 
Islands an d Vanuatu . O n th e whole , th e educatio n provide d b y th e 
long establishe d churche s ha s diminished a s a proportion o f the tota l 
provision a t primary an d sometime s als o a t secondar y level . Yet , fo r 
some o f th e churches , i t ha s increase d a t th e post-secondar y level . 
Some o f the newe r churches , suc h a s the Churc h o f Jesus Chris t o f 
Latter Da y Saint s (Mormon ) an d Yout h Wit h a  Mission (YWAM) , 
as wel l a s thos e longe r i n th e regio n suc h a s th e Catholic s an d 
Seventh-Day Adventist s (SDA) , ar e activ e i n post-secondar y educa -
tion. Brigha m Youn g University , Pacifi c Adventis t Colleg e an d 
Divine Wor d Institut e betwee n the m hav e abou t 1,00 0 ful l tim e 
and 30 0 par t tim e student s fro m th e Sout h Pacific . Th e Universit y 
of the Nation s ha s a  number o f Pacifi c Island s student s an d plan s t o 
establish a  South Pacifi c campu s i n Tonga . 

Various churche s als o operat e teachers ' colleges , technical , agri -
cultural an d rura l developmen t college s i n countrie s o f Melanesia , 
and ove r 5 0 theologica l college s throughou t th e region . Th e exten -
sive religious correspondence educatio n ha s been mentioned . 

Independent island  institutions:  Atenisi  University,  Tonga 

Institutions exis t whic h ar e no t associate d wit h government s o r 
churches. These ar e new , an d mos t ar e commercia l enterprises . Th e 
only on e w e kno w o f which i s not sponsore d b y a  government o r a 
church an d i s no t a  commercia l enterpris e i s Atenis i Universit y i n 
Tonga. Student s pa y ful l fees , an d contribut e t o th e maintenanc e o f 
the campus . Almos t al l building s a t Atenis i wer e buil t b y students , 
under experience d supervisors . Atenis i tend s t o cate r t o th e middl e 
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and lowe r incom e categorie s an d ha s developed a  reputation fo r th e 
self-reliance, innovativenes s an d responsibilit y o f it s students . The y 
have als o earne d a  reputatio n fo r academi c succes s i n post-graduat e 
courses i n th e socia l science s overseas , thoug h the y ar e no t wel l 
equipped fo r scienc e teachin g a t degree level . 

Private firms 

This are a ha s see n tremendou s expansio n i n th e pas t tw o decades . 
The larges t inpu t i s fro m th e majo r internationa l firms:  banks , air -
lines, telecommunication s firms,  hote l chains , merchandisin g 
houses, ca r manufacturer s an d s o on . The y wer e amon g th e first  t o 
bring the ne w cultur e o f continuous educatio n t o th e Pacific . 

Banks 

The tw o larges t retai l bank s i n th e region , Westpa c an d ANZ , 
encourage al l staf f t o undertak e trainin g a t al l times . Incentive s 
include paymen t o f fees , boo k an d othe r expense s fo r approve d 
courses i n othe r institutions , an d bonu s payment s fo r completion . 
Both bank s follow th e practic e require d b y Australia n federa l la w o f 
allocating a  minimum equa l t o 1. 5 pe r cen t o f tota l salaries , t o staf f 
training. ANZ' s actua l leve l i s 4 per cent . 

Each maintain s a  regional trainin g centr e fo r th e easter n Pacifi c i n 
Fiji, an d anothe r fo r PN G i n Por t Moresby . Staf f from othe r coun -
tries g o t o Fij i fo r courses , an d trainin g staf f fro m Fij i (an d i n som e 
cases Australi a o r Ne w Zealand ) conduc t course s i n variou s othe r 
islands countries . Staf f ar e sponsore d t o atten d shor t course s i n thei r 
own countrie s i n computing , wor d processing , etc. , an d ther e ar e 
short in-hous e courses , a s wel l a s optiona l in-hous e 'self-develop -
ment' courses . 

The loca l bank s an d trust s specialisin g i n internationa l finance, 
hire accountant s an d lawyer s wh o ar e alread y qualified . The y ar e 
trained in-hous e fo r thi s particula r work , a s there ar e n o textbook s 
or course s in thes e highl y specialise d fields. 
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Airlines an d relate d industrie s 

International airlines , suc h a s Qantas , Ai r Ne w Zealand , Hawaiian , 
etc. hav e comple x trainin g programmes . Som e trainin g i s under -
taken o n th e job, combine d wit h privat e stud y (e.g . a n apprentic e 
in engineering , o r th e Advance d Tariff s Course) . I n mos t case s par t 
of th e trainin g an d th e examination s ar e undertake n overseas . 
Whereas th e majo r internationa l airline s use d t o trai n onl y thei r 
own staff , the y no w marke t trainin g t o airline s throughou t th e 
region an d beyond . 

Travel agent s al l undertak e course s fo r certificatio n b y th e clien t 
airlines an d b y th e N Z Trave l Industr y Federatio n o r equivalent s 
elsewhere. Mos t nationa l airpor t authoritie s brin g i n trainin g staf f 
from th e Aeronautica l Colleg e i n Christchurc h o r elsewhere . Thos e 
going abroa d atten d tha t colleg e o r th e Internationa l Civi l Aviatio n 
Training Centre s i n Bangkok o r Singapore . Ai r telecommunication s 
staff receiv e thei r earl y trainin g a t th e Telecommunication s 
Training Centr e i n Fiji , followe d b y studie s i n Australia , Ne w 
Zealand o r USA . I n mor e genera l subjects , staf f tak e extensio n 
courses with th e Universit y o f the Sout h Pacifi c o r wit h othe r uni -
versities or correspondenc e college s abroad . 

In telecommunications , t o tak e on e example , Cabl e an d Wireles s 
Ltd ( a British firm)  ha s subsidiaries o r partner s i n a  number o f coun -
tries. I t train s it s engineer s t o degre e leve l i n th e Unite d Kingdo m 
and send s staf f fo r shor t course s t o Hon g Kong , Indi a an d else -
where. I n country , staf f ar e encourage d t o study , throug h US P an d 
other extensio n courses , b y th e refun d o f fee s an d improve d 
prospects o f promotion . 

Shipping 

Training i n shippin g ha s bee n extensiv e wit h th e trainin g i n 
Australia o f al l cre w fo r th e ne w complemen t o f long-rang e polic e 
and fisheries  surveillanc e patro l vessel s throughou t th e region . 
Private shippin g ha s trainin g programme s also , i n man y case s 
strongly supporte d b y governments . Fo r example , Kiribat i an d 
Tuvalu eac h operat e a  marin e trainin g schoo l i n associatio n wit h 
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German shippin g companie s an d wit h assistanc e fro m th e Germa n 
government. Th e graduate s ar e employe d o n Germa n an d othe r 
ships internationally . The y mak e a  majo r contributio n t o th e 
Kiribati an d Tuval u economie s an d societie s throug h remittances , 
capital accumulation , skil l training an d internationa l experience . 

Automotive engineerin g 

Japanese firms  i n particula r hav e a n activ e trainin g programm e i n 
this area . Pacifi c Island s employee s o f firms  wh o sel l an d servic e 
their product s ar e sen t by thes e manufacturer s (e.g . Toyota , Datsun ) 
to shor t course s i n Japan , Australia , Ne w Zealand , Fij i o r othe r 
places i n th e marketin g an d maintenanc e o f their vehicles , outboar d 
motors an d equipment . Thes e firms  als o sen d trainer s t o th e island s 
countries. 

Mining 

Despite bein g th e larges t industr y i n th e region , minin g companie s 
used t o regar d educatio n a s irrelevan t t o thei r interest s an d obliga -
tions. Today , the y ar e majo r investor s i n education . Fo r example , 
Kutubu Petroleu m involve s th e Papu a Ne w Guine a governmen t a s 
well a s internationa l an d nationa l investors . Th e managemen t i s b y 
Chevron, whic h maintain s a  full-tim e trainin g staf f o f 18 , an d 
requires al l othe r senio r staf f t o carr y ou t trainin g functions . Ever y 
employee ha s to prepar e a  statement o f what educatio n an d trainin g 
they need . Thi s i s discussed wit h trainin g staf f and a  personal educa -
tion pla n i s prepared, an d supporte d b y th e company . 

Working i n a  ver y remot e are a wher e educatio n level s ar e low , 
Kutubu Petroleu m ha s developed majo r programme s o f on-the-jo b 
and off-the-jo b training . Skill s relate d t o th e enterpris e includ e 
welding, carpentry , plan t an d vehicl e operation s an d maintenance , 
and a  wid e rang e o f others . Th e industr y als o pay s fo r th e up -
grading o f primary , secondar y an d post-secondar y educatio n i n th e 
surrounding communities , includin g payin g fee s fo r 22 0 hig h 
school student s an d 2 0 student s a t tertiar y institution s i n Papu a 
New Guine a an d Australia . A  Colleg e o f Distance Educatio n estab -
lished b y th e compan y i n co-operatio n wit h th e Ministr y o f 
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Education, alread y ha s 42 7 student s i n th e 7 9 village s i n th e area . 
Two full-tim e tutor s visi t th e student s i n thei r hom e villages . 
Curriculum level s an d th e rang e o f subjects offere d increas e a s stan-
dards rise.  Contribution s t o educatio n o f this kin d ar e no w standar d 
for mineral s companies i n PNG . 

Others 

Air Niugini , th e larges t o f th e island s airlines , ha s a  comprehensiv e 
training programm e fo r it s 1,70 0 staf f comprisin g classroom-base d 
and practical-base d classes , self-stud y learnin g modules , correspon -
dence courses , workshop s an d othe r activitie s bot h withi n Papu a 
New Guine a an d abroad , fo r eac h branc h o f it s service . Th e Fij i 
Sugar Corporatio n i s probabl y th e larges t firm  involve d i n agri -
business and ha s a  broad trainin g programme . 

Some o f th e large r firms  i n Papu a Ne w Guine a sponso r employ -
ees wh o wis h t o participat e i n th e Wor k Skill s Olympic s (fo r a 
range o f technica l skills ) ever y fourt h year . Th e PN G Wor k Skill s 
Association run s nationa l competitions , an d th e PN G Trainin g 
Society als o facilitate s th e transmissio n o f skill s an d th e raisin g 
of quality . 

Comments 

It i s encouragin g t o se e ho w fa r th e patter n o f trainin g ha s bee n 
adopted b y eve n man y smal l enterprises . I t i s stimulated b y th e com -
pulsory trainin g lev y tha t man y government s impos e o n employers , 
and grant s an d othe r incentive s ar e available . Man y o f th e larg e 
international firms  spen d muc h mor e tha n th e require d amount . 
Most seem s t o b e don e b y th e larg e internationa l firms,  nex t b y th e 
larger loca l firms,  wit h a  tendenc y t o reduc e th e trainin g commit -
ment wit h th e siz e o f th e firm.  Whil e man y businesse s stil l d o 
nothing abou t training , what has been achieve d i s remarkable. 

There i s potentia l fo r educationa l institution s t o wor k mor e 
closely wit h employer s i n providin g course s t o mee t thei r needs . 
Many firms  alread y d o this , an d pa y fee s fo r staf f attendin g 
polytechnic, universit y an d othe r courses . Som e institution s desig n 
courses fo r presentatio n o n campu s o r a t th e plac e o f work o r else -
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where. Th e mai n complain t fro m employer s i s that universitie s ten d 
to b e to o conservativ e an d slo w t o adapt , an d giv e tha t a s a  reaso n 
for developin g thei r ow n programmes . Ou r on e reservatio n abou t 
this, i s tha t man y firms  ti e thei r staf f to o closel y t o directl y work -
related training , throug h incentive s an d advice . Whil e no t doubtin g 
the valu e o f suc h training , w e recommen d tha t th e sam e incentive s 
and encouragemen t als o be give n t o stud y in an y are a the individua l 
wishes to develop . Developin g talent s i n th e creativ e arts , or aware -
ness of international affairs , o r th e stud y o f philosophy, o r whateve r 
is o f valu e t o tha t person , wil l facilitat e maturit y an d growt h no t 
only o f the individua l bu t o f the firm  an d th e community . 

Commercial sources  of  post-secondary education 

This sectio n i s concerne d wit h educationa l service s provide d b y 
private enterprise . Th e distinctio n betwee n government-sponsore d 
services an d privat e i s becomin g les s clea r a s som e governmen t 
institutions adop t a  more entrepreneuria l approach , an d a s govern -
ments giv e varyin g degree s o f suppor t t o privat e intitiatives . 
Educational institution s se t u p b y churche s an d th e uniqu e Atenis i 
University ar e deal t wit h separately . Bu t first,  w e shoul d tak e not e 
of one o f the fastes t growin g sources o f adult education . 

As elsewhere i n th e world , th e possibilit y o f acquiring knowledg e 
on th e ope n market , outsid e institutions , i s permeatin g th e Pacifi c 
islands -  th e capital s mainly , bu t beyon d the m too . Thi s tren d i s 
likely t o gro w i n tande m wit h forma l education . On e proble m i t 
raises i s ho w t o certif y thos e wh o acquir e knowledg e withou t 
having take n course s i n a n institution . Thi s proble m i s discusse d 
further unde r 'Accreditation ' (pag e 95) . 

Radio becam e widesprea d i n th e regio n i n th e 1960s . I n th e earl y 
stages the station s were al l government owne d an d programme s ha d 
a ver y hig h educationa l content . No w a  growin g proportio n o f 
stations ar e privatel y owned . Bot h governmen t an d privat e station s 
present a  wider rang e o f programmes, bu t radi o remain s a n impor -
tant sourc e o f som e form s o f education , particularl y abou t curren t 
affairs, history , cultur e an d science . Som e excellen t popula r scienc e 
programmes from  Radi o Deutchewell e i n Germany , th e BB C i n 
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London, Radi o Australia , o r Voic e o f America , ar e extensivel y 
replayed b y station s in th e Pacific . 

Television wa s installe d i n mos t countrie s b y th e en d o f th e 
1980s. I t i s spreading rapidly , thoug h servin g largely th e population s 
within 10 0 kilometre s o f th e mai n towns . Th e reac h i s muc h 
greater tha n th e numbe r o f set s would indicat e a s i t i s common fo r 
only on e o r tw o peopl e i n a  village t o hav e sets , bu t t o charg e fo r 
public viewing . I t i s a  powerfu l educator , thoug h man y o f u s wis h 
it di d no t teac h s o effectivel y suc h thing s a s violence an d rejectio n 
of th e norm s o f almos t an y society . Bu t i t ha s als o bee n muc h th e 
greatest contributo r t o environmenta l educatio n i n th e region , an d 
to othe r positive area s of learning. 

The numbe r o f newspaper s publishe d i n th e island s mor e tha n 
doubled (t o 156 ) betwee n 197 3 an d 198 9 (Layton , 199 2 pp.5-9) . 
There wa s a  big increase i n othe r periodical s published , bu t particu -
larly s o i n th e impor t o f foreig n periodicals , especiall y fro m USA . 
Both loca l an d oversea s prin t medi a hav e a n importan t rol e i n adul t 
education. 

In-country taugh t course s 

Some educatio n i s no w provide d b y commercia l source s i n mos t 
countries. India n busines s peopl e i n Fij i provid e a  range o f courses , 
mainly fo r th e Fij i India n community . Dean s Commercia l an d 
Associated Schools , fo r example , operat e college s fo r variou s aspect s 
of business trainin g in eac h o f the seve n mai n towns . I n Papu a Ne w 
Guinea a t leas t seve n firms  provid e course s -  particularl y i n 
accounting, computing , communicatio n an d management . I n 
many othe r countrie s o f the regio n som e specialise d course s suc h a s 
those i n computing , ar e offere d o n a  commercia l basis . Specialise d 
education i s a growth are a fo r smal l business i n the region . 

In-country b y distanc e 

Fiji i s perhaps th e onl y Sout h Pacifi c countr y wit h commercia l dis -
tance education , provide d b y th e Nad i Posta l College . I t i s confine d 
mainly t o th e India n communit y an d concentrate s o n secretarial , 
accounting an d busines s studies . 
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Internationally taugh t course s 

Australia i s th e mai n destination , an d t o a  lesse r exten t Ne w 
Zealand. Th e mai n subject s sough t ar e commercia l studies , trave l 
industry, secretaria l skill s and languages . Ne w Zealand' s 3 5 languag e 
schools alon e earne d $5 0 millio n i n 1989 . Mos t o f th e student s ar e 
from Asia . Thos e fro m th e island s ar e mainl y Fij i Indian , wit h 
smaller number s from  th e French-speakin g territorie s seekin g 
English languag e experienc e a s wel l a s education . Agencie s i n Fij i 
advertise regularl y fo r student s fo r course s i n Australi a an d else -
where lastin g from  severa l month s t o severa l years . Ther e ar e als o 
some privat e student s from  al l countries , sponsore d b y thei r familie s 
or employers , undertaking studie s in Pacifi c Ri m states . 

In-country b y internationa l distanc e educatio n 

International Correspondenc e School s (fro m branche s i n Australia , 
New Zealan d an d USA) , Stott' s Correspondenc e Colleg e i n Ne w 
Zealand an d variou s others , hav e advertise d fo r year s i n island s 
newspapers, s o w e assum e the y mus t hav e attracte d a  significan t 
clientele. W e kno w man y individual s wh o hav e take n thei r courses , 
but th e firms  hav e no t replie d t o request s fo r informatio n o n enrol -
ments by country . 

Many other s course s ar e potentiall y availabl e i n a  rang e o f fields. 
One o f man y example s i s th e Universit y o f Honolul u Schoo l o f 
Law, a  non-degree correspondenc e institutio n which , lik e th e US P 
Pacific La w Unit , offer s preparator y course s t o thos e wh o wis h t o 
have a  better understandin g o f law, o r t o prepar e fo r degre e studie s 
at other institutions . 

Summary 

The majo r tren d i s fo r diversification ; fo r mor e divers e type s o f 
educational institutions , mor e educatio n b y organisation s with othe r 
main function s (businesses , internationa l agencies , NGOs) , mor e 
distance education , mor e teachin g b y th e medi a an d self-teachin g 
from books , cassettes , videos , etc . Student s ar e goin g to , an d takin g 
more course s by distanc e method s from , a n eve r widenin g rang e o f 
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countries. Educatio n i s becomin g increasingl y tailore d t o employ -
ment o r othe r specifi c needs , an d th e broa d genera l educatio n i s i n 
practice bein g don e mor e b y th e mas s media . Al l thes e trend s ar e 
consistent wit h world-wid e patterns . The y ar e t o b e welcome d a s 
they ope n ne w opportunitie s t o dea l wit h th e worl d a s i t i s devel -
oping today . 

Courses 
With suc h a  wid e rang e o f countries , eac h wit h a  uniqu e histor y 
and priorities , educatio n level s inevitabl e vary . Non e o f th e Pacifi c 
universities operate s onl y a t degre e level ; i n fac t mos t hav e mor e 
students undertakin g pre-degree , non-degre e o r shor t courses , tha n 
degree students . Mos t ar e tryin g t o 'overcome ' this , seein g i t a s a 
problem, bu t w e d o not . 

Given smal l population s an d specialise d economies , institution s 
are neede d whic h ar e flexible,  multi-faceted , an d abl e t o offe r 
courses a t variou s level s an d o f varyin g duration . Influence s fro m 
the colonia l era , and fro m curren t worl d trend-setters , shap e qualifi -
cations, startin g an d finishing  dates , an d content . Th e Pacifi c ca n 
afford t o tak e it s ow n initiatives , fo r example , i n th e lengt h o f th e 
learning day and learning year a s well a s in othe r matters . 

USP, UPN G an d UNITECH , an d Solomo n Island s Colleg e o f 
Higher Educatio n (SICHE ) offe r th e larges t rang e o f courses , 
including: 

• pre-degre e qualification s (mostl y designe d t o prepar e student s 
for degre e work ) 
• sub-degre e diploma s (mostl y base d o n thre e year s o f stud y bu t 
beginning below degre e level ) 
• bachelor s degrees , wit h th e exceptio n o f SICHE , althoug h thi s 
institution expect s t o star t teaching degre e course s soo n 
• master s and doctorates : candidate s ar e limited i n numbe r an d ar e 
generally taugh t i n individuall y designe d programmes . 
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Specialist programmes 

Law 

UPNG ha s a  law school . Mos t US P membe r countrie s wante d la w 
taught, bu t th e governmen t o f Fij i di d not , a s mos t lawyer s wer e 
Indian an d th e governmen t restricte d scholarship s fo r lega l trainin g 
to Fijian s unti l a n ethni c balanc e ha d bee n achieved . A  Pacifi c La w 
Unit, teachin g a  Certificat e an d a  Diploma i n Pacifi c Law , wa s se t 
up b y US P i n Vanuat u i n th e 1980s , an d degre e studie s ar e du e t o 
begin i n 1994 . 

Medicine 

A medica l schoo l wa s not establishe d b y US P a s the forme r regiona l 
Central Medica l Schoo l ha d bee n take n ove r b y th e Governmen t o f 
Fiji a s th e Fij i Schoo l o f Medicin e (FSM) , an d continue d t o trai n 
some (thoug h a  much reduce d proportion ) doctor s fo r othe r island s 
countries. I n th e 1980 s US P bega n t o gran t a n MBB S degre e t o 
graduates o f FSM. UPN G ha s a  medical school . 

Engineering 

The Governmen t o f Fij i wante d engineerin g taugh t a t US P bu t 
the othe r countrie s di d not . I n PN G engineerin g wa s se t u p 
separately a t UNITEC H i n Lae , whic h bega n a s a  diplom a leve l 
Institute o f Technolog y an d wa s late r upgrade d t o degre e an d 
university status . 

Selection of  subjects 

Universities hav e bee n muc h influence d a s to wha t t o teac h b y th e 
contents o f courses in th e Unite d Kingdo m an d Australasia , an d t o a 
lesser exten t USA , bu t no t a t al l b y th e significantl y differen t 
systems o f say , Franc e o r Germany , le t alon e Eas t Asia , th e Middl e 
East o r Lati n America . I t wa s probabl y inevitabl e tha t ne w systems 
in smal l nation s woul d rel y heavil y fo r staff , material s an d idea s o n 
systems i n th e large r nation s wit h whic h the y wer e associated . 
There ar e som e advantage s i n derivativ e system s -  the y sav e th e 
cost an d agon y o f reinventing wheels . But the y ten d t o look t o pas t 
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relevance rathe r tha n t o future , a  subjec t w e discus s furthe r i n th e 
final section . 

The subject s t o b e taugh t a t UPN G an d US P wer e selecte d b y 
two committee s o f distinguished academic s fro m th e dono r nations . 
They naturall y reflecte d tw o factors : 

• th e prioritie s o f thos e nation s an d other s whos e system s derive d 
from the m 
• th e persona l interest s o f the committe e members . 

Changes i n powerfu l personalitie s wer e reflecte d i n change s i n 
programmes. Fo r example , th e ke y personalitie s who advise d o n th e 
social science s fo r US P wer e a n economis t an d a  sociologist , an d 
those subject s receive d priority , wit h economic s a s paramount, an d 
the Professo r o f Economic s a s Head o f School . Geograph y ha d n o 
representative an d therefor e n o plac e unti l Australi a nominate d 
Professor O.H.K . Spate , a n influentia l geographer , a s its representa -
tive o n th e US P Counci l -  Geograph y wa s soo n adde d a s a  disci -
pline a t USP . Othe r subject s fo r whic h a  good cas e coul d b e mad e 
but whic h wer e no t strongl y represented , remaine d untaught . 
What constitute d a  'subject ' wa s take n a s give n fro m th e ol d 
Commonwealth system . 

At UPN G th e leade r o f th e plannin g committe e wa s a  historia n 
and tha t becam e muc h th e larges t departmen t i n th e Art s Facult y 
for man y year s thereafter . Th e churche s too k a  vigorou s stan d s o 
Religious Studie s wa s included . Th e churche s i n th e US P region , 
though eve n stronge r nationally , wer e the n just formin g a  regiona l 
body an d coul d no t appl y th e sam e pressure , s o Religiou s Studie s 
was not taugh t there . 

In bot h case s (an d i n th e othe r post-secondar y institution s i n th e 
region) loca l interes t group s an d individual s were consulted , bu t th e 
major influence s wer e fro m abroad , o r fro m non-indigenou s 
persons an d interes t group s i n th e islands . I n short , t o understan d 
evolution s o far , an d likel y cours e preference s i n future , w e nee d t o 
focus o n th e natur e an d rea l source s o f power , mor e tha n o n it s 
formal structure . Th e mai n parameter s continu e t o b e determine d 
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by dono r government s an d institutions , b y island s countrie s whic h 
have disproportionat e leverage , an d withi n island s countries , dispro -
portionately b y non-indigenou s people . 

Courses ar e mor e determine d withi n th e regiona l institutio n tha n 
is generally realised , despit e a  stated philosoph y o f being determine d 
by representative s o f al l the peopl e served . Fo r example , whe n US P 
began, i t wa s aske d t o giv e hig h priorit y t o trainin g hig h schoo l 
teachers. This goa l was achieved withi n a  decade, an d membe r gov -
ernments an d th e universit y counci l wante d educatio n course s 
scaled bac k an d othe r area s introduce d o r scale d up . Stron g person -
alities in education , however , repackage d an d increase d th e rang e o f 
their courses , vigorousl y marketin g the m t o a  ne w clientele , thu s 
overcoming th e publicl y expresse d wis h fo r chang e o f direction . 
This kin d o f process i s apparent i n al l institutions , an d a s institutions 
become stronger , the y ofte n becom e les s responsiv e t o th e need s 
and expresse d wishe s o f those the y wer e se t u p t o serve , despit e th e 
rhetoric. Thi s tren d i s exacerbated whe n th e institutio n ca n rel y o n 
external fund s fo r ke y initiatives . 

Of cours e th e universit y ha s t o find a  balance betwee n th e differ -
ing prioritie s o f membe r countries , an d ther e ar e ofte n situation s 
where on e o r mor e countrie s i s ver y kee n t o hav e programme s 
which other s d o no t conside r a  priority. 

Qualifications 
The wis h t o hav e programme s designe d fo r particula r nations , 
regions o r cultura l entitie s ha s t o b e modifie d b y th e nee d fo r 
world-wide compatibilit y o f qualifications. I t shoul d b e stresse d tha t 
it i s convertibilit y rathe r tha n equivalenc e tha t i s important : other -
wise nationa l programme s ma y b e force d int o ill-fittin g strait -
jackets. Th e US P Diplom a o f Pacifi c Law , fo r example , i s a  ver y 
appropriate qualificatio n fo r th e man y welfar e officers , polic e an d 
prison officers , court s staff , administrator s an d s o o n fo r who m i t 
was designed . I t doe s no t ai m t o b e th e equivalen t o f a  law degree , 
but severa l universitie s i n Australia , Ne w Zealan d an d th e Unite d 
Kingdom wil l giv e som e credi t fo r th e US P diplom a t o student s 
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wishing t o undertak e a  law degre e i n thos e countries . Nevertheless , 
while som e internationa l standardisatio n seem s inevitable , an d ma y 
be beneficial , diversit y i s increasingly th e trend . 

An increasin g proportion o f training i s being undertake n b y inter -
national businesses , an d thi s i s likely t o increas e further . Particularl y 
for th e internationa l banks , accounting firms,  airlines , shipping lines, 
hotels, minin g companies , etc . ther e i s littl e alternativ e t o interna -
tionally accepte d qualifications , whic h staf f also value fo r thei r status 
and transferability . Thes e ar e no t necessaril y universit y qualifica -
tions; th e majo r banks , fo r example , kno w ho w t o evaluat e eac h 
other's in-house courses . 

It i s likely tha t highe r educatio n an d trainin g wil l becom e increas -
ingly liberalise d i n term s o f th e place s fro m whic h i t i s available , 
particularly whe n distanc e method s o r shor t residenc e ar e used . 
This to o point s t o th e nee d fo r standardisatio n an d fo r converti -
bility, thoug h packagin g th e increasingl y divers e source s an d kind s 
of educatio n int o a  'degree ' o r othe r larg e uni t o f educatio n 
becomes increasingl y difficult . Nevertheless , a n educatio n fro m 
multiple source s designe d fo r individua l need s wil l becom e mor e 
common an d valuable . Ther e ma y b e valu e i n a  single broa d inter -
national educationa l index , approximat e thoug h i t woul d be ; th e 
equivalent o f a  persona l incom e leve l i n dollars , o r on e o f severa l 
life qualit y indexes , o r healt h statu s indice s a s use d b y W H O an d 
other agencies . This , however , i s unlikel y t o originat e i n th e 
Pacific. I t mus t probabl y awai t a n initiativ e fro m elsewher e an d 
world-wide acceptance . 

Access 
Locality 
There ar e restriction s o n acces s on criteri a o f locality . Fo r example , 
in PNG , Solomo n Island s an d Kiribat i th e allocatio n o f places i s i n 
part by province o r island . 
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Nationality 

This i s a  facto r i n acces s i n al l Pacifi c countries . Ther e i s no t th e 
freedom o f movemen t tha t ther e i s i n th e Wes t Indies , o r i n 
Europe, o r betwee n Australi a an d Ne w Zealand , o r Canad a an d 
USA. Student s fro m othe r countrie s ar e i n almos t al l case s unde r 
significant restrictions , fo r example , i n bot h Fij i an d Papu a Ne w 
Guinea non-nationa l student s ar e restricte d a s to wha t the y ca n sa y 
and do . Studen t visa s also tak e longe r an d involv e mor e procedure s 
in practice tha n the y d o i n principle . 

The mai n exception s ar e tha t al l Coo k Islanders , Niuean s an d 
Tokelauans hav e fre e acces s t o bot h Ne w Zealan d an d Australia ; 
that Wester n Samoan s hav e som e privilege d acces s t o Ne w 
Zealand; tha t th e peopl e o f America n Samoa , Guam , Norther n 
Marianas an d Pala u (al l o f who m ar e constitutionall y relate d t o 
USA) an d citizen s o f th e Marshal l Island s an d th e Federate d State s 
of Micronesia , al l hav e fre e acces s t o USA ; peopl e o f Ne w 
Caledonia, Frenc h Polynesia , Walli s and Futuna , al l have fre e acces s 
to France ; an d Easte r Islander s hav e fre e acces s t o Chile . Coo k 
Islanders hav e relativel y fre e acces s t o Frenc h Polynesia . Thes e 
many exception s ar e significant , a s fre e access , absenc e o f restric -
tions o n wha t on e ma y sa y and do , an d th e right  o f the studen t an d 
family t o tak e employment , ar e i n themselve s incentive s t o us e 
those avenues . 

Nationality i s on e o f th e criteri a o f selectio n fo r man y shor t 
courses ru n o n a  regiona l basis , an d o n th e allocatio n o f man y 
scholarships fo r regiona l post-secondary institutions . 

Ethnicity 
Ethnicity i s a  facto r i n man y countries . I n Nauru , scholarship s ar e 
reserved fo r Nauruans , eve n thoug h migran t worker s fro m Kiribati , 
Tuvalu an d elsewher e hav e forme d th e majorit y o f the adul t popu -
lation. I n Fiji , governmen t reserve s a  percentage o f scholarship s fo r 
Fijians, wh o ar e relativel y disavantage d educationally . Papu a Ne w 
Guinea, Solomo n Island s an d Vanuat u giv e Melanesian s certai n 
access privileges ove r others . I n practice , probabl y al l Pacifi c Island s 
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states provide fo r som e preferential acces s on ethni c grounds . 

Academic level 

Access i n term s o f academi c leve l i s a  matte r fo r eac h institution , 
but th e Fiji-base d Sout h Pacifi c Boar d fo r Educationa l Assessmen t i s 
evolving a  consensu s abou t level s acros s muc h o f th e region , an d 
assisting the developmen t o f examination s an d othe r assessmen t cri -
teria fo r us e by membe r countries . 

Social class 

Social clas s i s i n man y place s a  facto r i n acces s i n practice , eve n 
though no t i n principle . Week s (1989) , Bolabol a (1979 ) an d 
Framhein (1979 ) describ e fo r Papu a Ne w Guinea , Fij i an d th e 
Cook Island s respectively , tha t childre n whos e father s ar e i n th e 
higher educationa l an d privileg e categories , hav e muc h easie r acces s 
to tertiar y education . I t i s likel y tha t th e sam e applie s throughou t 
the region . 

Religion 

Some institution s ar e primaril y fo r member s o f a  religious commu -
nity, includin g th e Brigha m Youn g University , operate d b y th e 
Mormon Church , an d th e Universit y o f th e Nations , operate d b y 
Youth Wit h A  Mission , bot h i n Hawaii ; th e Pacifi c Adventis t 
College (Seventh-Da y Adventists ) an d th e Divin e Wor d Institut e 
(Catholic) i n Papu a Ne w Guinea . However , al l accep t student s o f 
all faiths . DW I activel y welcome s 'al l person s regardles s o f race , 
creed, colou r o r sex ' an d forbid s proselytisin g t o ensur e tha t th e 4 0 
per cen t o f non-Catholi c student s d o no t fee l unde r pressure . 
Nevertheless, th e fac t tha t eac h o f these institution s i s operated b y a 
particular church , i s a disincentive t o som e potentia l students . 

Conclusion 
Demand fo r mor e educatio n fo r adult s ha s bee n increase d b y th e 
media, by travel , an d by th e growin g deman d fo r pai d employment . 
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There i s thus risin g pressur e o n governments , an d o n metropolita n 
governments wit h interest s i n th e Pacifi c t o provid e scholarships , 
staff an d constructio n t o enabl e mor e educatio n a t al l levels . 
Metropolitan aid , however , i s mainly a t post-secondary level . 

The source s o f post-secondar y educatio n hav e broadene d enor -
mously. Universities , college s an d othe r forma l institution s hav e 
multiplied i n th e island s an d abroa d wher e islander s hav e acces s t o 
them. Bot h internationa l an d loca l businesses , a s wel l a s interna -
tional agencie s an d NGOs , hav e i n recen t time s gread y increase d 
the resource s an d tim e the y devot e t o education . Distanc e educa -
tion ha s multiplied . Ther e ar e mor e opportunitie s fo r self-stud y 
both a t home an d abroad . 

These ver y positiv e trend s hav e occurre d world-wide . B y 
comparison wit h th e countrie s wit h whic h the y interact , however , 
higher educatio n i n th e Sout h Pacifi c stil l has a  long way t o go . 

In lookin g a t curren t provisions , w e note d th e focu s o n th e 
nation, eve n wher e population s wer e quit e small . Ther e ha s als o 
been majo r provisio n o f regiona l services , thoug h th e countrie s 
which compris e an y regio n var y wit h eac h institution . Regiona l 
education ha s been i n al l cases initiated an d largel y finance d b y met -
ropolitan countrie s with interest s in th e area . 

We note d th e fac t tha t acces s i s restricte d b y localit y (wit h rura l 
people havin g ver y limite d access) , b y nationalit y (particularl y i n 
regional institutions) , by ethnicit y an d socia l class , and i n som e case s 
by religious affiliation . 

Whilst th e siz e o f institutions, an d acces s to them , i s ideally deter -
mined b y th e number s wh o ca n benefi t fro m them , conditione d b y 
a rang e o f socia l factors , th e mos t importan t singl e determinan t o f 
how man y ca n b e accommodate d i n mos t programme s i s th e 
amount o f employment availabl e t o th e graduates . 

The comparativ e cas e stud y o f th e Coo k Island s an d Solomo n 
Islands whic h follow s demonstrate s th e advantages , i n term s o f 
access to highe r education , o f smallness , o f having a  low percentag e 
of rura l population , o f highe r pe r capit a incomes , o f acces s t o met -
ropolitan countries , an d o f investment . 
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