
Preparing for the  Twenty-First 
Century 

To conclud e thi s study , i t i s appropriat e t o mak e a  numbe r o f 
recommendations concernin g th e futur e developmen t o f post -
secondary educatio n i n th e Pacific . W e hav e frame d thes e recom -
mendations unde r 1 1 headings . 

1 Extending choic e 

Educational plannin g need s t o facilitat e ope n acces s t o a  wide r 
range o f learning sources . Non e o f u s know s ho w fa r worl d trend s 
will impac t o n th e Pacific . However , th e view s o f seventeen o f th e 
world's mos t prominen t thinker s o n th e futur e ar e wort h consider -
ing (a s summarise d b y Coate s an d Jarratt , 1990) . Man y fee l tha t 
formal system s o f educatio n fac e long-ter m decline . Ro y Amara , 
past presiden t o f th e Institut e fo r th e Future , consider s tha t 'educa -
tional institution s wil l no t b e majo r player s i n th e future' . 
Alexander King , Presiden t o f th e Clu b o f Rome , say s 'universitie s 
have poo r potentia l fo r change' , an d Richar d Lam m tha t 'a s th e 
education syste m declines , computer s an d relate d technologie s wil l 
replace teachers' . Denni s Meadow s note s tha t 'already , mor e edu -
cation i s bein g don e b y businesse s tha n b y colleges' , an d Rober t 
Theobald, tha t 'communit y college s ar e mor e usefu l model s tha n 
four-year universities' . 

As has been seen , thes e trend s ar e alread y apparen t i n th e Pacific . 
Ensuring tha t student s hav e acces s t o a n eve r widenin g rang e o f 
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sources o f learning wil l necessitat e allocatin g som e governmen t an d 
aid resource s t o stimulatin g th e provisio n an d marketin g o f educa -
tional material s an d programmes , b y th e privat e sector , b y churc h 
systems and by government . 

Tremendous progres s ha s been mad e i n post-secondar y educatio n 
in th e Pacifi c regio n sinc e Worl d Wa r II . Bu t th e pac e o f change i s 
accelerating, an d eve n greate r challenge s li e ahead . Expansio n an d 
reorientation o f effort s i s neede d t o mak e educatio n mor e cost -
effective, mor e extensive , an d bette r adapte d t o th e need s o f th e 
new century . 

The curren t somewha t monopolisti c approac h t o educatio n need s 
to evolv e int o a  mor e ope n on e i n whic h th e publi c ha s a  wide r 
range o f choice , an d i n whic h thos e wh o wan t t o provid e innova -
tive form s o f education ma y d o so . Ministrie s o f education ca n pla y 
a vita l rol e i n facilitatin g an d stimulatin g educationa l development , 
including encouragin g governmen t departments , privat e businesses , 
churches an d voluntar y organisation s t o expan d th e educationa l 
component o f thei r activities , both fo r thei r ow n employee s an d fo r 
the communit y the y wor k in . 

2 Increasing level s o f self-financin g 

A majo r erro r o f pas t thinkin g wa s t o assum e tha t i f mone y wer e 
put int o teachin g informatio n an d skill s and acquirin g qualifications , 
the nation s o f th e Sout h Pacifi c woul d 'develop' . A  lo t o f teachin g 
was don e an d qualification s issued , bu t th e economi c stagnatio n o f 
the 1980 s show s tha t thi s was to o simpl e a n assumption . Moreover , 
governments d o no t hav e enoug h mone y t o suppl y nearl y a s muc h 
education a s their peopl e want . 

The evidenc e seem s clea r t o u s tha t integrate d work/stud y pro -
grammes, whethe r organise d b y firms , churches , self-funde d b y stu -
dents i n privat e universities , o r involvin g part-time , mainl y 
distance, education , ar e mor e cost-effectiv e tha n th e regula r gov -
ernment funde d programmes . Also , th e tota l experienc e i n thes e 
work/study scheme s appear s t o engende r mor e maturity , responsi -
bility an d self-reliance . Thus , taxpayers ' fund s (whethe r from  th e 
nation o r metropolita n country ) woul d see m t o b e bette r spen t o n 
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encouraging th e furthe r developmen t o f thes e programme s tha n o n 
expanding th e fre e government-sponsore d sector . 

It shoul d als o b e possible , withi n th e governmen t sector , t o shif t 
towards a  highe r proportio n o f student s bein g involve d i n 
work/study schemes , probabl y throug h mor e part-tim e distanc e 
programmes an d summe r schools . 

The assumptio n tha t larg e system s ar e mor e cost-effectiv e ha s 
been show n t o be fallaciou s a s some o f the bes t educatio n i s comin g 
from som e small , low-cost systems . 

3 Comin g t o term s wit h ne w internationa l contex t 

The majo r politica l pressure s i n th e structurin g o f post-secondar y 
education i n th e regio n stil l com e fro m dono r nations . I n th e pas t 
these wer e mainl y forme r colonia l power s an d internationa l agen -
cies, but i n the futur e thes e ar e likely t o b e th e risin g powers o f East 
Asia, particularly Japan an d it s neighbours. Thi s shif t ha s major con -
sequences for highe r education . 

The changin g powe r balanc e necessitate s teachin g th e history , 
polity, culture , economie s an d mai n language s o f Eas t Asia . Th e 
facts ca n be learne d anywhere , bu t i t i s increasingly importan t tha t a 
proportion o f student s stud y i n thos e countries . Ove r th e pas t tw o 
generations tota l immersio n i n th e culture s o f USA , Britain , 
Australia o r Ne w Zealand , gav e leader s a n unparallelle d experienc e 
which wa s o f immens e valu e whe n the y ha d t o dea l wit h thos e 
countries late r i n thei r lives . No w tha t th e countrie s tha t matte r ar e 
changing, th e broadenin g rang e o f countrie s i n whic h Pacifi c 
people stud y i s encouraging , bu t th e number s wh o stud y i n Japan , 
China an d thei r neighbour s meri t urgen t expansion . 

4 Strengthenin g nationa l institutions ; widenin g th e sprea d o f 
regional facilitie s 

National institution s an d educatio n system s shoul d b e strengthene d 
and regiona l facilitie s mor e equitabl y spread . Regiona l co-operatio n 
has a n importan t rol e i n highe r education , bu t i t i s overconcen -
trated an d thu s disproportinatel y benefit s th e countrie s whic h hos t 
the institution s concerned , an d thos e beyon d th e regio n wh o 
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provide resource s fo r highe r education , t o th e detrimen t o f mos t 
Pacific islan d countries . (Th e sam e proble m wa s apparen t i n USS R 
and Easter n Europ e whe n i t wa s overcentralised. ) Th e ideolog y o f 
centralist regionalism , i n a  region wher e mobilit y i s limited b y legal , 
administrative an d financia l constraint s (non e o f whic h ha s relaxe d 
significantly i n th e pas t 2 5 year s whil e som e hav e bee n tightened) , 
leads t o th e massiv e relativ e deprivatio n o f th e peopl e o f thos e 
countries whic h ar e locke d int o th e regio n bu t hav e n o significan t 
alternative source s o f higher education . 

To th e exten t tha t regiona l solution s ar e found , an d ther e i s a n 
important rol e fo r them , i t i s importan t tha t physica l facilities , a s 
well a s economic , employmen t an d othe r benefit s b e mor e equi -
tably spread . Regiona l facilitie s nee d t o b e distribute d rathe r tha n 
centralised, t o avoi d th e mai n beneficiar y o f regiona l educationa l 
services alway s being th e hos t country ; a  spread o f physical facilitie s 
distributes leverag e a s well a s educational opportunitie s an d reduce s 
the capacit y o f a  singl e institutio n t o serv e an y on e natio n dispro -
portionately. Nevertheless , ther e i s much scop e fo r regiona l interac -
tion an d sharin g betwee n nationa l institutions . Th e developin g 
Caribbean notio n o f regiona l centre s o f excellence , t o overcom e 
the problem s o f excessiv e centralisation , merit s furthe r considera -
tion here . 

It i s important tha t eac h natio n b e abl e t o choos e th e bes t mi x o f 
options fo r it s students , whethe r thes e ar e national , regiona l o r 
international. 

5 Internationalising educatio n 

While ther e i s a  cas e fo r strengthenin g nationa l education , ther e i s 
also a  cas e fo r internationa l experienc e -  includin g tha t i n othe r 
Pacific countrie s a s wel l a s furthe r afield . If  possible , student s 
should avoi d doin g mor e tha n on e post-secondar y qualificatio n i n 
any on e country . Ther e ar e bette r prospect s fo r achievin g thi s i n 
the Pacifi c tha n anywher e els e i n th e world . Dono r nation s shoul d 
therefore no t continu e t o ac t o n th e assumptio n tha t i t i s i n thei r 
interest t o focu s highe r educatio n o n just on e country , rathe r tha n 
on th e nation s equitabl y -  thi s ca n onl y lea d t o th e benefit s bein g 
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further skewed , an d th e majorit y o f countries furthe r marginalised . 

6 Benefiting fro m scienc e an d technolog y 

While grea t stride s hav e bee n mad e i n recen t decades , radica l 
expansion i s neede d i n th e teachin g o f scienc e an d technolog y i f 
Pacific peopl e ar e t o benefi t from  th e potentia l o f the ne w century . 
This i s particularly importan t no w tha t th e Pacifi c i s movin g awa y 
from dependenc e o n unprocesse d primar y product s t o dependenc e 
on knowledg e an d skills . Th e post-secondar y institution s alon e wil l 
not b e abl e t o chang e fa r o r fas t enough , an d muc h wil l nee d t o b e 
done b y th e media , th e voluntar y an d commercia l sectors , and edu -
cational institution s fro m kindergarte n onwards . The y shoul d b e 
given ever y encouragement , fo r whateve r the y achiev e wil l hav e a 
positive impac t o n forma l education . 

7 Working toward s life-lon g learnin g 

Every Pacifi c natio n ha s mad e tremendou s stride s toward s makin g 
learning a  life-lon g process . Th e ne w technolog y gread y facilitate s 
the process . Regula r consultation s (perhap s a n annua l one-da y con -
sultation o n progres s toward s life-lon g education ) betwee n govern -
ments an d representative s o f other section s o f the communit y coul d 
enhance th e process . 

T h e divorc e o f learning from  action , whic h stil l pervades forma l 
higher education , i s bein g mad e redundan t b y th e integratio n o f 
information, theor y an d actio n i n th e wor k setting....(this ) require s 
that though t b e develope d i n a n actio n context ' (Morrison , 198 9 
p.7). Morriso n als o notes (198 9 p.5 ) tha t highe r educatio n i s chang-
ing from a  full-time commitmen t fo r fou r year s to a  part-time com -
mitment fo r fort y years . 

Achieving the ai m o f life-long educatio n require s flexibility.  Mik e 
Moore, a  former Prim e Ministe r an d no w Leade r o f the Oppositio n 
in Ne w Zealand , spok e t o u s enthusiasticall y o f a high schoo l i n hi s 
electorate whic h i s pioneering a n 'all-day ' concept , wit h th e regula r 
classes from 9  a.m . t o 3  p.m. a s usual, followe d b y optiona l course s 
in technology , science , languages , art s an d computing . H e say s 
pupils, parents , teacher s an d th e communit y ar e al l supportive. Th e 
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Honiara Municipa l Authority' s planne d experimen t wit h voluntar y 
afternoon school s fo r unemploye d youn g Solomo n Islander s i s 
another welcom e initiative . Innovativ e approache s o f thi s kind , 
with appropriat e incentives , shoul d b e encourage d throughou t th e 
region, a t al l levels of education . 

If trend s elsewher e ar e an y indication , th e percentag e o f matur e 
age student s wil l increase , a s wil l th e nee d t o facilitat e thei r bein g 
able t o receiv e mor e o f thei r educatio n wher e the y live . W e nee d 
also to explor e th e possiblit y o f encouraging th e medi a t o undertak e 
more publi c educatio n -  som e o f which the y alread y d o ver y well . 

8 Strengthenin g th e curriculu m 

A cultura l componen t i s a n importan t par t o f an y curriculu m bu t 
this ha s t o b e see n i n th e contex t o f providin g educatio n o f th e 
highest possibl e quality . W e conside r th e qualit y o f educatio n t o b e 
more importan t tha n content . I t i s too eas y to equat e qualifications , 
rather tha n evaluat e th e qualit y o f the tota l educationa l experience . 

While ther e i s a  strong cas e fo r specia l curricul a i n al l subject s fo r 
individual nations , o r fo r Polynesi a o r Melanesi a o r Micronesia , o r 
for th e Pacifi c Island s as a whole, thi s need no t b e overdone . 

New approache s t o th e teachin g o f sciences , mathematics , tech -
nology an d managemen t ar e bein g evolved . W e nee d programme s 
to ensur e tha t th e evolvin g technique s ar e know n an d imple -
mented. 

We se e a  stron g cas e fo r greate r emphasi s i n th e whol e learnin g 
process on health , creativity , ethic s and responsibility . 

9 Acknowledging mobilit y 

Education systems  nee d t o tak e mor e accoun t o f th e increasingl y 
mobile natur e o f Pacific society . Th e heightene d mobilit y o f Pacifi c 
people, particularl y i n Micronesi a an d Polynesia , ha s bee n remark -
able i n th e pas t generation . Indication s ar e tha t i t wil l expand , bot h 
within th e natio n an d internationally . Th e Micronesia n countrie s 
north o f th e equato r no w hav e fre e acces s t o USA , th e outflo w 
from Polynesi a continues , an d th e Greenhous e Effec t an d popula -
tion pressur e coul d lea d t o som e resettlemen t withi n o r beyon d th e 
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region. Educatio n need s t o hel p peopl e t o b e abl e t o functio n 
abroad a s well a s at home . Wher e som e o f the smalle r Pacifi c coun -
tries ar e concerned , mor e youn g peopl e ar e likel y t o liv e outsid e 
their countrie s o f origi n tha n withi n them . Th e res t ar e likel y t o 
spend period s awa y from  hom e -  thi s i s already commo n fo r senio r 
civil servant s assigne d t o internationa l agencie s an d fo r managemen t 
staff o f internationa l firms -  o r workin g a t hom e wit h peopl e from 
abroad. 

The curren t attentio n bein g give n t o th e developmen t o f nationa l 
culture an d identit y i s consisten t wit h hig h mobility . T o a  larg e 
extent i t i s a  protectiv e reactio n t o it . Peopl e wil l b e bette r 
equipped t o handl e themselve s i n th e wide r worl d i f they ar e confi -
dent i n themselve s an d thei r ow n identity . I t i s a matter o f balance . 
A wel l devise d syste m o f education ca n encompas s both . 

10 Ensuring persona l developmen t 

Beyond educatio n fo r employment , ther e i s alway s a  nee d fo r 
personal enrichmen t programme s i n loca l an d internationa l culture , 
art an d creativity . 

The UNESC O repor t o n education , cultur e an d identit y i n th e 
Pacific i s a useful referenc e her e (Teasdal e an d Teasdale , eds , 1992) . 
Philosophy an d th e humanities , scienc e fo r intereste d la y persons , 
communications skills , lecture s an d discussion s o n curren t worl d 
affairs; al l ca n wide n horizon s an d develo p a  community . The y 
need no t cos t muc h money . Muc h i s availabl e i n books , audio -
cassettes, disks , videos, televisio n programme s an d s o on . Bu t place s 
for meetin g fo r discussio n an d teachin g ar e als o valuable . Som e 
churches, som e voluntar y organisations , an d mos t educationa l insti -
tutions do som e wor k i n thi s field.  I t merit s furthe r promotion . 

11 Developing persona l an d socia l value s 

We hav e com e throug h a  period i n whic h th e emphasi s i n educa -
tion an d qualification s ha s bee n to o heavil y o n th e transmissio n o f 
skill an d information , an d no t enoug h o n th e developmen t o f 
responsibility, integrit y an d highe r values . 

A recen t UNESC O surve y o f wha t w e ca n lear n fro m th e 
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experience o f variou s approache s t o educatio n show s th e impor -
tance o f value s i n educatio n (Futuresco , vo l 2 , 1992) . Whil e th e 
authors ar e no t associate d wit h an y religiou s organisations , w e 
believe th e evidenc e indicate s tha t th e qualit y o f graduate s o f 
church-related institution s i s often highe r tha n thos e o f governmen t 
institutions o r o f purel y commercia l source s o f education . Thi s 
is les s s o wit h busines s in-hous e systems , thoug h ther e th e value s 
are sometime s narrow . I t i s tim e w e sough t t o evolv e ethica l an d 
value system s bette r designe d fo r th e circumstance s o f th e ne w 
generation. 
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