
INTRODUCTION 

The Backgroun d 

This revie w o f som e o f th e reference s t o th e Commonwealt h a s a  whol e an d t o 
individual Commonwealt h countrie s i n th e syllabuse s an d examinatio n paper s 
prepared b y publi c examinin g Board s i n Britain , i s a n initia l respons e t o a 
recommendation mad e b y th e Sevent h Commonwealt h Educatio n Conferenc e 
(Accra, 9-1 8 Marc h 1977) . 

The recommendation , whic h appear s a s paragrap h 14 3 o f th e repor t o f 
the Conference , read s a s follows : 

143. Th e frequenc y an d qualit y o f th e question s tha t appea r 
on examinatio n paper s ca n hav e mor e bearin g o n wha t i s taugh t 
in school s tha n th e topic s liste d o n th e syllabus . I t i s therefor e 
recommended tha t nationa l an d regiona l examinin g bodie s b e 
urged t o ensur e tha t meaningfu l question s abou t th e Commonwealt h 
are include d i n appropriat e examinations . I t i s als o recommende d 
that th e Commonwealt h Secretar ia t shoul d giv e som e suppor t 
to th e preparatio n o f a  repor t o n th e question s se t o n Common -
wealth topic s b y som e o f th e examinin g board s i n Britain , 
and tha t th e repor t i s circulate d s o tha t i t ca n serv e a s a  basi s 
for simila r studies . 

If take n i n it s wides t interpretatio n thi s tas k woul d hav e bee n a  formid -
able one . Fo r examination s fo r th e Genera l Certificat e o f Education ther e 
are eigh t Boards , fo r th e Certificat e o f Secondar y Educatio n ther e ar e 14 , 
and a s question s o n Commonwealt h topic s coul d occu r i n severa l subject s 
(such a s History , Geography , Socia l Studies , Worl d Affairs , Genera l Studie s 
or Literature ) whic h frequentl y hav e alternativ e papers , th e numbe r o f pos -
sible syllabuse s an d questio n paper s woul d b e to o grea t fo r a  complet e review . 
Moreover, becaus e n o previous stud y o f a  simila r natur e wa s know n t o exist , 
it wa s necessar y fo r th e author s t o devis e thei r ow n methodology withou t 
knowing fo r certai n whethe r i t coul d b e transferre d easil y an d effectivel y t o 
a consideratio n o f othe r examination s i n othe r part s o f th e Commonwealth . 
For thes e reason s i t wa s decide d t o limi t th e presen t investigatio n t o th e 
Ordinary Leve l o f th e Genera l Certificat e o f Educatio n ( O level GCE ) an d t o 
the question s se t i n on e year ' s papers . If , however , a  more comprehensiv e 
survey i s required , i t woul d b e possibl e t o exten d it s scop e t o cove r othe r 
levels o f th e GC E , th e Certificat e o f Secondar y Educatio n (CSE) , an d exam -
ination paper s se t i n othe r y e a r s . A t th e sam e tim e an y recommendation s 
made b y th e worksho p fo r modifyin g th e methodolog y coul d b e take n int o account . 

The Board s 
The eigh t Board s tha t se t O-leve l examination s fo r th e GC E i n England an d 
Wales a r e : 

The Associate d Examinin g Boar d (AEB ) 
University o f Cambridg e Loca l Examination s Syndicat e (Cambridge ) 
Joint Matriculatio n Boar d (JMB ) 
University o f Londo n Schoo l Examination s Departmen t (London ) 
Oxford Delegac y o f Loca l E  xamination (Oxford ) 
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Oxford an d Cambridg e School s Examinat io n Boar d (O x &  Camb. ) 
Southern Univers i t i e s Join t Boar d (SUJB ) 
Welsh Join t Educat io n Committe e (Welsh ) 

The p a p e r s reviewe d i n thi s r e p o r t a r e thos e se t b y thes e Board s i n th e 
summer examination s i n 1977 . 

Methodology 
F i r s t th e sy l labuse s o f th e B o a r d s w e r e consul te d i n o r d e r t o a sce r t a i n whic h 
c o u r s e s woul d r e p a y inves t iga t ion . T h e r e w e r e tw o r e a s o n s fo r this . On e 
was tha t i f a  syl labu s mad e n o mentio n o f th e topi c unde r cons ide ra t ion , i t 
could b e assume d tha t n o quest io n o n tha t topi c woul d appea r i n th e examination . 
The othe r wa s tha t i t wa s foun d t o b e e a s i e r i n p r a c t i c e t o rev ie w th e syl labuse s 
for ini t ia l se lec t io n tha n t o cop e wit h th e man y examinatio n p a p e r s . Examin -
ation sy l labuse s shoul d the re fo r e alway s b e consulte d a s a  f i r s t s te p i n an y 
s imi lar inves t iga t ion . I t wa s quickl y es tab l i she d tha t th e onl y O-leve l pape r s 
l ikely t o contai n r e f e r e n c e s t o th e Commonwealt h w e r e thos e i n His to r y an d 
Geography. Thoug h th e AE B Socia l Economic s syl labu s an d th e JM B Govern -
ment , Economic s an d Commerc e syl labu s w e r e foun d t o contai n r e f e r e n c e s t o 
B r i t a i n ' s o v e r s e a s t r ad e an d t o in ternat iona l t r a d e i n g e n e r a l , thes e w e r e 
v e r y smal l i tem s i n thos e c o u r s e s . O the r potent ia l s o u r c e s o f Commonwealt h 
ques t ions , suc h a s th e sy l labuse s o n L i t e r a t u r e , containe d n o mentio n o f th e 
sub jec t . Thi s r e s t r i c t i o n t o H i s to r y an d Geograph y ma y no t appl y t o Advance d 
Level ( A l e v e l ) , Al ternat iv e Ord ina r y Leve l ( A O  Leve l ) , CS E o r o the r 
examinat ions . 

The O  leve l sy l labuse s va r i e d cons ide rab l y i n length , conten t an d 
approach . Th e mos t usefu l w e r e undoubtedl y thos e tha t di d mor e tha n mere l y 
catalogue subjec t ma t t e r an d specifie d th e aim s an d object ive s o f th e cours e 
in som e d e t a i l . F o r , b y givin g mor e tha n a  simpl e r e f e r enc e t o th e factua l 
content r e q u i r e d , the y coul d a s s i s t t e a c h e r s wishin g t o d o s o t o se lec t c o u r s e s 
that woul d enabl e th e developmen t o f a  Commonwealt h p e r s p e c t i v e , eve n i f thi s 
was no t specif ical l y mentione d i n th e syl labu s i tself . (Example s a r e give n i n 
the note s be low. ) I n addi t ion , th e JM B indicate d th e r e l a t iv e weightin g o f 
marks fo r th e va r iou s a spec t s o f th e answer s give n b y cand ida t e s . 

H i s to ry an d Geograph y i n O  leve l Examination s 
As Tabl e 1  shows, n e a r l y 7 0 sy l labuse s a r e avai labl e fro m th e eigh t Board s 
set t ing His to r y an d Geograph y examination s a t O  leve l i n Englan d an d Wale s . 

Table 1 : Numbe r o f Al ternat iv e 
Syl labuses Se t i n O  leve l s i n 197 7 

Hi s to ry* Geograph y 
AEB 
Cambridge 
JMB 
London 
Oxford 
Ox. &  Camb. 
SUJB 
Welsh 

6 
10 
9 
5 
7 
7 
4 
8 

1 
2** 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 

* Includin g Economi c an d Socia l H i s to r y an d Ancien t H i s to r y 
** Also a  th i r d fo r a  School s Counci l P r o j e c t 
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For th e purpos e o f thi s investigation , onl y thos e syllabuse s tha t 
specifically referre d t o th e Commonwealt h o r Commonwealt h countries , o r 
gave sufficientl y clea r indicatio n tha t th e Commonwealt h shoul d o r coul d b e 
included, hav e bee n considered . Thi s indicatio n cam e i n man y ways . Her e 
are tw o example s fro m Histor y syllabuses . F i r s t , Cambridg e 235 , "Worl d 
Affairs sinc e 1919 " lists man y topic s includin g "Decolonizatio n an d th e pro -
blems o f th e developin g world" . Second , Oxford O 38 , "Histor y (World) " refer s 
to "Decolonizatio n sinc e 194 5 an d it s consequences" . I t wa s foun d tha t 
syllabuses i n Histor y pai d som e attentio n t o th e concep t o f th e Commonwealth , 
but thos e i n Geograph y di d no t (o r coul d not ) us e thi s ter m thoug h many di d 
expect Commonwealt h countrie s t o b e studie d b y th e candidates . 

Notes 

One exampl e o f a  syllabu s whic h refer s onl y t o th e factua l knowledg e required , 
and onl y ver y briefly , i s Oxfor d O  32 History (Britis h Empir e an d Commonwealth) , 
It woul d see m tha t teacher s ar e expecte d t o consul t previou s examinatio n 
papers t o kno w wha t t o expect , a s onl y thre e sentence s cove r everything . 

One pape r (2 i hours , marke d ou t o f 100 ) i s se t o n th e perio d 
14-92 to th e presen t day . Candidate s mus t answe r fiv e questions , 
chosen fro m anywher e i n th e paper , bu t ar e no t necessaril y ex -
pected t o hav e covere d th e whol e period . Question s ma y b e 
set whic h refe r t o maps . 

In contras t i s th e syllabu s fro m th e JMB , Pape r B  (Th e Britis h Empir e 
and Commonwealt h fro m abou t 175 0 t o th e Presen t Day) . 

The ai m o f th e syllabu s 
The ai m o f th e syllabu s i s firs t t o enabl e centre s t o provid e 
Ordinary leve l candidate s wh o ar e no t necessari l y continuin g 
their studie s i n thi s subjec t wit h a  soun d genera l basi s o f 
historical knowledg e an d understandin g relate d t o a  specifie d 
period o f history , an d second , t o enabl e centre s t o provid e a 
suitable introductio n t o methods o f furthe r study . 
The objective s o f th e examinatio n 
The objective s o f th e examinatio n ar e t o tes t 

(i) th e candidate' s knowledge o f a  give n bod y o f factua l materia l 
(ii) th e understandin g o f historica l material , an d 

(iii) th e abilit y t o selec t an d organis e relevan t information . 
The mark s i n th e examinatio n wil l b e allocate d a s fa r a s possibl e 
as follows . 

Knowledge ((i ) above ) 6 0 per cent . 
Selection, understandin g an d organisatio n o f relevan t 
information ((ii ) an d (iii ) abov e )  4 0 pe r cent . 

It wil l b e note d tha t n o specifi c allocatio n o f mark s ha s bee n give n 
to power s o f expression . I f candidate s fai l t o expres s themselve s 
clearly the y wil l inevitabl y penalis e themselves . 

B . Th e Britis h Empir e an d Commonwealth , fro m abou t 175 0 t o 
the presen t da y 
The syllabu s cover s th e developmen t o f th e Britis h Empir e an d 
Commonwealth fro m th e middl e o f th e eighteent h centur y t o th e 
present day . I t i s no t intende d tha t candidate s wil l hav e studie d 
every terr i tor y i n detail , bu t the y wil l b e expecte d t o kno w th e 
principal politica l an d economi c development s i n th e mai n a reas . 
Questions ma y be se t o n th e smalle r t e r r i to r ies , an d more recen t 
events i n th e dismantlin g o f th e Empire , whic h wil l requir e a  mor e 
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genera l approach . Som e o f th e topic s t o b e studie d a r e l i s te d belo w 
under va r iou s c o u n t r i e s . A t th e en d o f th e l i s t a r e som e genera l 
themes whic h ca n b e s tudied , bu t thes e a r e no t intende d t o domin -
ate th e sy l l abus . 

America 
Ang lo -French r i v a l r y , th e Seve n Y e a r s Wa r an d th e T r e a t y 
of P a r i s ; th e event s leadin g u p t o th e l o s s o f th e America n 
co lon ie s ; th e Wa r o f America n Independenc e an d i t s e f fec ts . 

Canada 
1774 Quebe c Act ; Unite d Empi r e Loya l i s t s an d 179 1 Canad a 
Act ; Uppe r an d Lowe r Canad a an d th e 183 7 r i s i n g s ; th e 
Durham Repor t an d th e Reunio n Act ; development s betwee n 
1837 an d 186 7 leadin g t o th e B r i t i s h Nort h Americ a Act ; ne w 
t e r r i t o r i e s ; th e developmen t o f a g r i c u l t u r e , indus t r y an d 
communications; Mackenzi e King ; Quebe c l i b r e . 

Aus t r a l i a 
Cook 's voyages ; Botan y Ba y an d th e t r anspor t a t i o n o f conv ic t s ; 
explora t ion o f th e i n t e r i o r ; Swa n R i v e r , Sout h Aus t ra l i a an d 
sys temat ic colonisa t ion ; th e gol d r u s h o f th e 1850s ; event s an d 
r e a s o n s leadin g t o th e Aus t r a l i a Commonwealt h Ac t 1900 ; 
development o f a g r i c u l t u r e , i ndus t r y an d communicat ions . 

South Afric a 
Acquisi t ion an d Angl ic isa t ion ; abolitio n o f s l a v e r y an d th e 
Grea t T r e k ; es tabl ishmen t o f th e B o e r r e p u b l i c s ; r e la t ion s 
between th e B r i t i s h , th e B o e r s an d th e Zu lus ; d i scover y o f 
diamonds an d gold ; event s leadin g t o th e Secon d Boe r W a r ; 
the wor k o f Both a an d Smuts ; th e Hig h Commissio n t e r r i t o r i e s ; 
the developmen t o f Nationa l P a r t y pol ic ie s (Apar theid) ; s eces s io n 
from th e Commonwealth . 

New Zealan d 
Reasons fo r colonisa t ion ; Gibbo n Wakefield ; r e l a t ion s wit h 
the M a o r i s ; T r e a t y o f Waitangi ; th e wor k o f S i r Georg e G r e y ; 
the importanc e o f s h e e p , s t eamsh ips , r e f r i g e r a t i o n ; p r o g r e s -
s ive l eg i s l a t ion . 

India 
1773 Lor d Nor th ' s Regulat in g Act ; 178 4 P i t t ' s Indi a Act ; th e 
work o f C l ive , W a r r e n H a s t i n g s , Wel l e s l ey , C o r n w a l l i s , th e 
M a r q u e s s o f H a s t i n g s , Bentinc k an d Dalhous ie ; c a u s e s , c o u r s e 
and r e s u l t s o f th e India n Mutiny ; 185 8 Governmen t o f Indi a Act ; 
1877 proclamat io n o f th e Quee n a s E m p r e s s o f India ; th e r i s e o f 
na t ional i sm, an d th e wor k o f Congress , T i l ak , Gandhi , Nehr u 
and Jinnah ; Mor ley-Mint o r e f o r m s ; Simo n Commissio n an d Roun d 
Table confe rence ; Cr ipp s M i s s i o n ; independenc e o f India , 
P a k i s t a n , Ceylo n ( S r i Lanka ) an d Burma . 

West Indie s 
Effects o f th e abolitio n o f s l a v e r y ; 186 5 Jamaican i n s u r r e c t i o n ; 
economic r e c o v e r y ; federa t io n an d i t s f a i l u r e . 
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