
SYLLABUSES AN D QUESTIONS I N GEOGRAPH Y 

No syllabuse s i n Geograph y mak e specifi c referenc e t o th e Commonwealth . 
A stud y ca n b e include d i n on e o f tw o ways , eithe r (a ) wher e ther e i s stud y 
of a  countr y whic h i s a  member o f th e Commonwealth , o r (b ) wher e ther e i s 
study o f a  them e o r topi c whic h i s , o r ca n be , exemplifie d b y stud y o f a 
Commonwealth country . I t i s probabl y easies t t o loo k a t th e syllabuse s i n 
these tw o groups . (Thoug h w e canno t establis h thi s commen t b y givin g date s 
for th e introductio n o f thes e syllabuses , i t i s th e cas e tha t th e approac h t o 
Geography illustrate d b y th e paper s i n Grou p B  i s th e approac h whic h i s 
currently bein g develope d i n many schools. ) 

Group A : Syllabuse s i n Geograph y wit h Specifi c Regiona l Stud y 

All syllabuse s tha t requir e a  regiona l stud y includ e a  stud y o f th e Britis h 
Is les , o r area s o f th e Britis h I s les , a s par t o f th e course : non e suggest s 
that thi s stud y shoul d includ e th e perspectiv e o f link s betwee n Britai n an d 
other countries . 

Some syllabuse s tha t requir e regiona l studie s i n additio n t o th e Britis h 
Isles includ e Commonwealt h countries . Other s d o not . Fo r exampl e th e 
Welsh Board , Sectio n D , ask s fo r th e stud y o f on e o f thre e a reas : (a ) US A 
east o f th e Rockies ; (b ) USS R wes t o f th e Urals ; (c ) Norway , Sweden , 
Denmark, Wes t Germany , Switzerlan d an d Italy . 

Table 4 : Paper s Specifyin g Commonwealt h 
Countries fo r Regiona l Stud y 

AEB Pape r III  Are a Studies , option s includ e Nort h Americ a 

Cambridge 26 1 Paper 2  Regiona l Geography , option s includ e Nort h 
America an d Tropica l Afric a sout h o f th e Sahar a 
(excluding S . Africa ) 

London Syllabu s B  Option s includ e Nort h Americ a 

Oxford 045  Regiona l option s includ e Canad a an d th e Wes t 
Indies, an d Monsoo n Asi a 

Oxford O46  Regiona l include s Canad a an d eithe r Afric a sout h 
of th e Sahara , o r Australi a an d Ne w Zealan d 

Questions fro m Syllabuse s liste d i n Tabl e 4 

Often question s i n regiona l geograph y rel y heavil y o n factua l reca l l , bu t b y 

15 



selecting subjec t matte r wit h som e imaginatio n i t i s possibl e t o highligh t 
topics o f som e relevanc e an d lea d candidate s fro m th e limit s o f to o particula r 
a study . 

Cambridge 261 , Pape r 2 , q . 19 : 
For on e countr y o f Tropica l Afric a : 
(a) Name , locat e an d describ e th e traditiona l nativ e industrie s an d 

explain th e advantage s o f th e regio n fo r thei r development . 
(b) O n a  sketch-ma p nam e an d locate : 

(i) moder n manufacturin g industrie s whic h hav e bee n developed ; 
(ii) source s o f ra w mater ia ls , fue l an d power ; 

(iii) communication s servin g th e industry . 
(c) Explai n th e advantage s an d disadvantage s o f th e countr y 

for industria l expansion . 

The nex t questio n o n th e sam e pape r show s tha t withi n traditiona l r e -
gional stud y i t i s possibl e t o introduc e a  themati c approach . 

Cambridge 261 , Pape r 2 , q . 20 : 
Three majo r problem s o f Tropica l Afric a a r e : (i ) rapi d populatio n 
growth, (ii ) rapi d urba n expansion , (iii ) th e nee d t o improv e com -
munications i n orde r t o encourag e economi c developmen t an d 
manufacturing. Selec t on e countr y an d discus s eac h o f thes e 
problems an d solution s whic h ma y b e possible . 

Questions ca n b e se t whic h enabl e th e bette r candidate s t o develo p idea s 
that relat e t o importan t issue s wit h wid e implication s i n th e area s studied . 

Oxford O45 , Pape r 11 , q . 18 : 
(a) Two-third s o f Jamaica' s export s b y valu e ar e bauxit e an d 
alumina, bu t littl e mor e tha n 40 % of th e bauxit e mine d i s converte d 
into alumin a i n Jamaica . Wh y i s thi s so ? 
(b) Eac h o f th e Windwar d Island s depend s o n th e expor t o f on e 
or tw o agricultura l products . Commen t o n th is . 
(c) Wh y do many Puert o Rican s liv e i n Ne w York ? 

Though th e nex t exampl e fro m thi s grou p wa s relate d t o a  countr y ofte n 
excluded i n O  level regiona l syllabuse s -  an d shoul d b e exclude d fro m thi s 
review b y th e term s o f referenc e -  i t i s a  goo d illustratio n o f ho w subjec t 
matter ofte n avoide d i n schoo l syllabuse s ca n b e introduce d int o th e examin -
ation. 

Oxford 046 , q.14 : 
About 70 % of th e peopl e o f th e Republi c o f Sout h Afric a ar e Bantus , 
18% are Europeans , 9 % Coloureds an d 3 % Asians. Discus s th e d i s -
tribution o f eac h o f thes e group s withi n th e Republi c an d thei r mai n 
occupations. 

To summarize , i t woul d see m tha t i n paper s whic h as k question s o n r e -
gional o r are a studies , th e Commonwealt h countr y mos t frequentl y foun d (apar t 
from th e Britis h Isles ) i s Canada . Othe r countrie s ar e n o doub t selecte d be -
cause o f th e lin k wit h th e Unite d Kingdom , ( e .g . "Afric a sout h o f th e Saha ra . . " ) 
but th e reaso n fo r thi s lin k i s neve r state d o r referre d to . Mos t o f th e ques -
tions aske d ar e fo r factua l recal l o f informatio n though t importan t b y geo -
graphers . (Non e o f thes e question s ha s bee n illustrate d above. ) Bu t ther e 
are example s o f question s se t o n regiona l stud y whic h d o g o beyond thi s firs t 
step o f recal l an d loo k a t issue s o f importance . I f thi s ca n b e don e fo r som e 
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topics, the n i t shoul d b e possibl e t o introduc e othe r themes , suc h a s th e 
concept o f th e Commonwealth , t o thes e papers . 

Group B : Syllabuse s tha t Requir e a  Stud y o f Theme s o r Topic s 

As a n alternativ e t o th e attemp t t o stud y "th e tota l regiona l geography " o f a 
country o r a rea , man y geographer s ar e no w concentratin g o n a  few theme s 
within th e stud y o f Geography . Thes e theme s ar e the n relate d t o particula r 
a r e a s . Sometime s thi s approac h narrow s th e rang e o f countrie s o r region s 
studied a s i t i s argue d tha t a  few studie s i n dept h ar e o f greate r benefi t tha n 
wider, superficia l cover . (Thi s limitatio n o f area s i s show n i n th e Cambridg e 
paper 269 , wher e si x theme s ar e sprea d acros s tw o paper s wit h fou r o f th e 
sections specifyin g tha t th e them e o f tha t sectio n shoul d b e studie d i n relatio n 
to Britain. ) Th e area s t o b e studie d t o exemplif y th e theme s o f stud y ar e 
either state d b y th e Boar d o r selecte d b y th e teacher . 

Table 5 : Paper s Specifyin g Commonwealt h 
Countries t o Illustrat e Genera l Theme s o r Topic s 

London, Syllabu s A  Th e Develope d Worl d (t o includ e Canad a an d Australia ) 
and Th e Les s Develope d Worl d (t o includ e Africa , 
Caribbean, Sout h an d Southeas t Asia) . 
(N .B . commo n theme s t o b e studie d i n bot h group s o f 
countries) 

Ox. &  Camb . Topic s relate d t o area s ar e change d eac h year , bu t 
some Commonwealt h countrie s ar e included . 

Welsh On e sectio n relate s t o problem s o f settlemen t an d 
economic developmen t o f on e are a -  option s includ e 
Africa, sout h o f th e Sahar a (excludin g Sout h Africa) , 
or India , Pakista n an d Bangladesh . 

Questions fro m Syllabuse s liste d i n Tabl e 5 

Very fe w question s i n O  leve l Geograph y paper s brin g togethe r knowledg e 
of countrie s fro m differen t region s o r continent s o r groupings , suc h a s th e 
developed an d les s develope d countries , an d thi s ma y creat e difficultie s fo r 
introducing question s wit h a  Commonwealt h perspective . However , som e 
questions poin t a  wa y forward . Her e i s a n example . 

London Syllabu s A , Pape r 2  , q . 5 : 
(a) Fo r on e regio n o f th e Develope d Worl d accoun t fo r th e 
development an d growt h o f on e o f th e followin g industries : 
petro-chemical production ; motor-vehicl e assembly ; ship -
building. 

(b) Briefl y explai n wh y th e industrie s liste d i n (a ) abov e hav e 
not bee n importan t i n th e countrie s o f th e Les s Develope d world . 

Though examiner s ar e n o doub t awar e o f th e danger , i t i s obviousl y 
very eas y t o sli p int o th e tra p o f alway s framin g question s o n less develope d 
countries i n suc h a  way tha t th e candidat e neve r get s beyon d th e stag e o f 
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of identifyin g p r o b l e m s . He r e a r e tw o quest ion s whic h mov e som e wa y awa y 
from thi s d a n g e r . 

London Syl labu s A , P a p e r 2 , q . 8  an d q . 9 : 
(a.) Nam e an d locat e on e a r e a i n th e L e s s Develope d Worl d whic h 
has develope d a n i ro n an d s tee l i ndus t ry . 
(b) D e s c r i b e , wit h th e ai d o f a  ske tch -map , th e developmen t 
that ha s take n p lac e i n th e a r e a yo u name d i n ( a ) . 
(c) Commen t o n th e o the r i ndus t r i e s tha t w e r e n e c e s s a r y t o 
faci l i ta te thi s developmen t an d thos e whic h hav e a r i s e n a s a 
r e s u l t o f th e development . 

(a) Wha t problem s affec t ag r icu l tu r e i n th e t r o p i c s ? 
(b) Descr ib e th e improvement s i n ag r i cu l tu r e tha t a r e takin g 
p lace i n on e name d countr y i n th e L e s s Develope d Wor ld . 

Though th e nex t quest io n o n thi s p a p e r agai n s t r e s s e d p r o b l e m s , i t di d 
so i n a  wa y tha t woul d caus e th e candidate s t o cons ide r thes e problem s i n a 
posi t ive way . 

London Syl labu s A , P a p e r 2 , q . 10 : 
Study th e informatio n belo w whic h r e f e r s t o a  countr y i n th e 
L e s s Develope d Wor ld : 
Populat ion 4 0 millio n 
B i r th r a t e 4 7 p e r thousan d 
Death r a t e 1 5 p er thousan d 
L a r g e s t ci t y 1,400,00 0 
Second l a r g e s t c i t y 500,00 0 
Agr icu l tura l w o r k e r s ove r 60 % of populatio n 
Cult ivated lan d 30 % of tota l a r e a 
Average far m s iz e 3 . 2 h e c t a r e s 
Daily newspape r s 1 7 . 5 p e r thousan d peopl e 
p e r capi t a s h a r e o f G . N . P . £8 0 p e r annu m 
(a) Wha t problem s d o th e f igure s sugges t a r e facin g l e s s develope d 
coun t r i e s? 
(b) Expla i n wh y thes e problem s e x i s t . 
(c) Sugges t t h r e e o the r s t a t i s t i ca l measurement s tha t migh t hav e bee n 
included t o indicat e tha t th e countr y i s i n th e Les s Develope d Wor ld . 

This sam e posi t iv e approac h i s show n i n a  quest io n fro m anothe r Boar d 
and whic h r e q u i r e d a  quit e differen t typ e o f a n s w e r . 

Welsh , q . 15 : 
(a) Descr ib e thos e a spec t s o f e i the r Indi a o r Pak i s t a n whic h 
suggest t o yo u tha t thos e count r ie s a r e p a r t o f th e poo r Thi r d Wor ld . 
(b) Wit h r e f e r enc e t o e i t he r Indi a o r Pak i s t a n sho w wha t ha s 
been achieve d i n bot h ag r i cu l tu r e an d manufacturin g indus t r y t o 
promote economi c development . 

F ina l ly i n thi s grou p i s a  quest io n whic h tes te d somethin g o f th e c rea t iv e 
thinking o f th e candidat e an d i l l u s t r a t e s ho w a  topi c ca n b e approache d s o 
that i t coul d appl y t o an y coun t ry . 

Wel sh , q . E 13 : 
With specifi c r e f e r enc e t o e i t he r E a s t Afr ic a o r Wes t Afric a desc r ib e 
the importanc e o f w a t e r fro m th e viewpoint s of : (a ) domesti c wa te r 
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supply, (b ) rainfal l an d agriculture , (c ) r iver s an d powe r 
production, (d ) wate r fo r t ransport . 

Table 6 : Paper s No t Specifyin g Part icula r Countrie s 
to Illustrat e a  Genera l Them e o r Topi c 

AEB Sectio n A 

Cambridge 26 9 

JMB Syllabu s A 

JMB Syllabu s B 

Ox. &  Camb. Revised 
Syllabus 

Problems o f populatio n growth , wate r resources , 
tropical agriculture , an d th e environment , whic h 
should us e example s fro m an y par t o f th e world . 

World Populatio n an d Worl d Agricultur e t o b e 
studied b y sampl e a r e a s . 

Paper II , Genera l Geograph y wit h varie d topic s 
designed t o sho w genera l principle s illustrate d b y 
specific examples . 

Paper II , Stud y o f th e uneve n distributio n o f popu -
lation wit h referenc e t o specifi c studies . Theme s 
include -  develope d an d under-develope d countries , 
communist an d capitalis t economi c systems , an d th e 
interdependence o f differen t regions . 

Paper 11 , the topic s o f agriculture , industr y an d 
cities i n th e Develope d Worl d (EEC , USA , USSR ) 
and agriculture , industr y an d populatio n i n th e Les s 
Developed World . 

Though th e Regulation s fo r 197 7 do no t refe r t o a  Revise d Syllabus , ther e 
were paper s se t fo r th e Ol d an d th e Revise d syllabuses . 

Questions fro m Syllabuse s liste d i n Tabl e 6 

Whereas th e syllabuse s referre d t o s o fa r hav e al l expecte d candidate s t o 
have studie d th e geograph y o f som e Commonwealt h countrie s t o enabl e the m 
to illustrat e thei r answer s b y cas e studie s fro m thes e countries , th e syllabuse s 
in thi s thir d grou p d o no t specif y whic h countrie s shoul d b e studied . I t doe s 
seem, however , fro m th e question s actuall y se t tha t i t woul d hav e bee n pos -
sible t o answe r th e question s havin g made a  stud y o f selecte d Commonwealt h 
countries. 

As i n th e previou s grou p o f paper s ther e wa s a  questio n whic h brough t 
together th e stud y o f countrie s fro m contrastin g economi c backgrounds . 

AEB, Sectio n A , q . 2 
Study th e followin g tabl e whic h refer s t o th e productio n o f 
cereals i n Indi a an d Franc e i n 1972 . 
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Cereal 
Wheat 
Barley-
Maize 
Rice 

India 
Area unde r 
crop i n 
000 hectare s 

19,139 
2,456 
5,726 

36 ,01 9 

Production 
in 00 0 
metric ton s 

26,410 
2,577 
6,206 

57,950 

France 
Area unde r 
crop i n 
000 hectare s 

3,958 
2,674 
1,880 

10 

Production 
in 00 0 
metric ton s 

18,123 
10,426 
8,190 

41 

(a) Stat e thre e significan t fact s tha t ca n b e learne d fro m thes e figures . 
(b) Wh y d o many Developin g Countrie s hav e problem s i n growin g 
enough cereal s t o fee d thei r population ? 
(c) (i ) Nam e on e schem e t o increas e foo d productio n i n a  Developin g 

Country 
(ii) Dra w a  map t o sho w th e locatio n o f th e are a concerne d i n thi s 

scheme. 
(iii) Describ e carefull y ho w i t i s hope d tha t thi s schem e wil l in -
crease foo d production . 

As i n th e firs t grou p o f syllabuse s ther e wa s a  questio n tha t no t onl y 
asked fo r knowledg e o f a  countr y bu t als o enable d candidate s t o writ e o n a n 
issue o f som e importanc e t o tha t country . 

AEB, Sectio n A , q . 6 
(a) (i ) Nam e on e tropica l countr y i n whic h a  singl e agricultura l p ro -

duct account s fo r mos t o f th e valu e o f it s exports . Nam e thi s pro -
duct. 
(ii) Dra w a  sketch-ma p o f th e countr y t o sho w th e mai n producin g 
areas fo r thi s produc t an d th e mai n exportin g routes ; nam e a t 
least thre e towns . 

(b) Wha t condition s influenc e th e productio n o f thi s cro p i n th e countr y 
you hav e named ? 
(c) Wha t disadvantage s resul t fro m thi s relianc e o n a  singl e expor t 
crop? 

Finally, ther e wer e tw o question s whic h raise d issue s no t illustrate d 
in th e question s quote d s o fa r an d whic h gav e th e candidate s th e opportunit y 
of discussin g issue s o f grea t importance . 

Ox. &  Camb . (Revise d Syllabus ) Pape r 11 , q . 1 0 an d q.1 2 
Small-scale manufacturin g industrie s ar e th e mos t typica l for m o f in -
dustrial developmen t i n many developin g countrie s because , althoug h 
there i s n o shortag e o f labour , th e amoun t o f capita l availabl e fo r 
industrial developmen t i s usuall y ver y limite d 
With thes e tw o factor s i n mind , an d usin g example s whic h yo u hav e 
studied: 
(a) Describ e th e material s used , processe s an d product s i n on e 
such manufacturin g activity . 
(b) Discus s th e advantage s an d disadvantage s o f thi s kin d o f lo w 
capital -  hig h labou r patter n o f industria l activit y i n on e countr y o r 
region. 
(c) Explai n ho w thes e tw o factor s hav e affecte d th e developmen t 
of heav y industr y i n on e countr y o r region . 

The photograp h i s o f a  shant y tow n o n th e outskirt s o f a  larg e 
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t ropica l c i ty . 
(a) Descr ib e th e condition s show n i n th e photograp h an d 
suggest r e a s o n s fo r th e exis tenc e o f suc h " towns" . 
(b) Wha t impress io n doe s th e photograp h conve y abou t social , 
hea l th , an d economi c problem s whic h a r e l ikel y t o occur ? 
(c) Wha t migh t b e don e t o improv e livin g s tandard s fo r th e 
people i n thi s shant y town ? 

CONCLUSIONS 

Our mai n conclusion s ca n b e summarize d i n thes e fou r po in t s : 

1. Th e Commonwealt h a s suc h doe s no t appea r t o b e a  p r io r i t y fo r stud y i n 
the mind s o f Engl i s h examiner s i n His to r y an d Geography . Indee d i t i s o f 
p e r i p h e r a l , an d probabl y diminishin g i n t e r e s t . Thi s outloo k appear s t o b e 
shared b y schoo l t e a c h e r s , s inc e th e numbe r o f en t r i e s t o suc h pape r s i n 
Commonwealth h is tor y tha t d o exis t a r e few . 

2 . Wher e th e Commonwealt h i s taugh t i n H i s to ry , i t i s see n l a rge l y a s p a r t 
of Br i t i s h h i s to r y r a t h e r tha n a s a n in ternat iona l organizat io n o f significanc e 
comparable t o th e OA U o r NATO . I n th e fiel d o f Geograph y i t i s probabl y th e 
grea t b read t h o f membershi p o f th e Commonwealt h tha t make s i t l e s s eas y t o 
accommodate i n sy l labuse s tha n th e in ternat iona l organizat ion s o f mor e 
limited membershi p suc h a s th e E E C . 

3 . However , despi t e th e above , i t seem s c l e a r tha t th e Empi r e an d 
Commonwealth st i l l exe r t a n appreciabl e influenc e o n th e construct io n o f 
sy l labuses an d examinatio n ques t ions . Althoug h ther e i s l i t t l e consciou s 
attempt t o fos te r a n awarenes s o f a  Commonwealt h re la t ionshi p p e r s e , ove r -
seas a r e a s an d pe r sona l i t i e s a r e include d fo r stud y whic h ma y wel l no t hav e 
been the r e excep t fo r the i r h i s to r i ca l connection s wit h B r i t a i n . Yet , a s a 
co ro l l a ry o f t h i s , i t appear s tha t mos t examiner s vie w th e Commonwealth , i f 
they a r e consciou s o f i t a t a l l , a s a n h i s to r i ca l phenomenon , r a t h e r tha n a s 
an importan t organizat io n i n th e contemporar y wor ld . 

4. Syl labuse s i n h i s to r y an d geograph y a r e changin g an d i t coul d wel l b e tha t 
the Commonwealt h coul d b e include d a s a n identifiabl e p a r t o f thes e sy l l abuses . 
F o r thi s t o happen , however , woul d nee d a  marke d chang e o f awarenes s o f 
the na tur e o f th e Commonwealt h an d i t s pas t an d p re sen t l ink s wit h th e Unite d 
Kingdom. 
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