
RECOMMENDATIONS FO R ACTIO N 

This repor t o n Commonwealt h Topic s i n Examination s wa s considere d b y on e 
of th e committee s se t u p b y th e Worksho p o n Teachin g abou t th e Commonwealt h 
organized b y th e Africa n Socia l Studie s Programm e an d hel d i n Nairob i i n 
August 1978 . 

The committe e recommende d tha t Ministrie s o f Educatio n an d Examinin g 
Boards i n Commonwealt h countrie s should , i n additio n t o essay-typ e questions , 
set multipl e choic e an d shor t answe r question s o n th e Commonwealth , includin g 
some whic h ar e designe d t o elici t a  respons e fro m give n materia l ( e .g . pictures , 
excerpts fro m documents , graphs , table s an d flo w char ts) . 

The committe e als o dre w u p th e followin g cr i ter i a a s a  guid e t o Examinin g 
Boards i n framin g question s o n th e Commonwealth : 
1. Som e question s shoul d focu s o n th e Commonwealt h a s a  uni t rathe r tha n 
on individua l countrie s withi n th e Commonwealth . Other s shoul d explor e th e 
role o f a n individua l countr y i n th e Commonwealt h o r it s impac t o n othe r 
members o f th e Commonwealth . (Thus , instea d o f askin g candidate s t o explai n 
the importanc e i n th e histor y o f moder n Afric a o f (a ) apartheid , (b ) Nkrumah , 
(etc.) a  questio n coul d b e phrase d a s follows : "Explai n wh y (a ) apartheid , 
(b) Rhodesia , (etc. ) ar e source s o f conflic t amon g member s o f th e Commonwealth" . 

2. Question s shoul d b e include d tha t dea l with : 

(a) issue s tha t hav e arise n sinc e th e formatio n o f th e moder n 
Commonwealth; 

(b) co-operatio n an d conflict , an d similaritie s an d difference s withi n 
the Commonwealth ; 

(c) th e searc h fo r ne w relationship s aime d a t improvin g th e qualit y o f 
life o f th e people s o f th e Commonwealt h ( e .g . th e Ne w Internationa l 
Economic Order , equa l partnership , sel f relianc e e t c . ) . 

22 




