
Chapter 1 

Political Backgroun d 

SPPF leader President Albert René (centre) visited  many polling  stations on election day 

Background 

Seychelles achieved independenc e o n 2 9 June 1976 , with Si r James Mancham a s the firs t Presiden t 
of the ne w Republi c an d M r France Alber t Ren é a s Prime Minister . This coalition , however , ende d 
abruptly i n June 1977 , when supporter s o f th e Seychelle s People' s Unite d Part y (SPUP ) stage d a n 
armed coup and installe d Mr René as President. In May 1978 , the SPUP was renamed the Seychelle s 
People's Progressiv e Fron t (SPPF ) an d declare d t o b e th e country' s sol e politica l party . A  ne w 
Constitution wa s promulgated i n March 1979 , turning Seychelle s officially int o a  one-party state . 

After almos t 1 5 years of one-party rule , however , Presiden t Ren é announce d a  return t o a  multi -
party system of government a t a n Extraordinar y Congres s o f the SPP F on 4  December 1991 . On 2 7 
December 1991 , the Constitution o f Seychelles was amended t o allow for the registration of politica l 
parties. Amongst th e exile s returning t o Seychelle s wa s Si r James Mancha m wh o returne d i n Apri l 
1992 to revive his party, the Democratic Party (DP) . By the end of that month, eigh t political partie s 
had registere d t o contes t th e firs t stag e o f th e transitio n process : th e electio n t o a  Constitutiona l 
Commission, whic h took place on 23-2 6 July 1992 . 

The Firs t Constitutiona l Commissio n an d Referendu m 

The Constitutiona l Commissio n wa s made u p o f 2 2 electe d members , 1 4 from  th e SPP F an d eigh t 
from th e DP . I t commence d wor k o n 2 7 Augus t 199 2 wit h bot h Presiden t Ren é an d Si r Jame s 
Mancham callin g fo r nationa l reconciliatio n an d consensu s o n a  ne w democrati c constitution . 
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However, following disagreements , the D P withdrew from th e Commission an d i n it s absence a  draf t 
constitution wa s duly agreed on 1 6 October . 

A referendu m t o adop t th e draf t constitutio n wa s hel d fro m 1 2 t o 1 5 Novembe r 1992 . Th e 
DP togethe r wit h fiv e smalle r partie s forme d a  united oppositio n t o campaig n agains t th e draf t 
constitution. Th e la w required th e draf t t o be approved b y not les s than 6 0 per cent o f the vote s 
cast. I t faile d t o achiev e this . 

The Secon d Constitutiona l Commissio n an d Referendu m 

The Constitutiona l Commissio n wa s reconvene d o n 1 1 Januar y 199 3 t o prepar e a  fres h draft . 
President Ren é appointe d M r Bernardi n Renaud , forme r Chie f Electora l Officer , t o chai r th e 
Commission i n plac e o f a  Government Minister . The proceeding s o f the Commissio n wer e opene d 
to th e public , wit h liv e broadcast s ove r radi o an d dail y transmissio n o n television . Th e smalle r 
political parties , th e Churche s an d member s o f the publi c were abl e t o mak e representation s t o th e 
Commission. Decisions , even on contentiou s issues , were eventually made by consensus . 

A consensu s tex t wa s agreed on 7  May 199 3 and a  referendum t o approve i t called for 15-1 8 June 
1993. Th e D P an d th e SPP F calle d fo r th e draf t t o b e approved , whil e Part i Seselw a an d other s 
campaigned agains t th e draft . Th e draf t wa s approved wit h 73. 9 per cen t o f the electorat e i n favou r 
and 24. 1 per cent against . 

The 199 3 Presidentia l an d Nationa l Assembl y Election s 

The firs t multi-part y presidentia l an d legislativ e election s unde r th e ne w Constitutio n wer e held i n 
Seychelles on 23-2 6 July 1993 . Three political groups contested the elections: the SPPF; the DP; and 
the United Opposition , a  coalition of three smaller political parties, including the Part i Seselwa. Two 
other smalle r opposition parties threw i n their lo t with th e DP. 

United Opposition presidential candidate Rev Wavel Ramkalawan (left) and vice-presidential candidate 
Annette Georges 
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Democratic Party leader Sir James Mancham (right)  at a party planning meeting which Observers Anthony 
Nyakyi (left)  and Michel Doucet dropped  in on 

Mr René won th e presidentia l election wit h 59. 5 per cen t o f the vali d vote s cast , while Si r James 
Mancham receive d 36.7 2 pe r cen t an d M r Philipp e Bouli é o f the Unite d Oppositio n 3.7 9 pe r cent . 
For the National Assembly elections, the SPPF won all but one of the 22 first-past-the-post seats . The 
solitary elected opposition seat went to the DP. In the allocation of the 1 1 proportional representatio n 
seats, six went to the SPPF which had won 56.55 per cent of the votes cast, four to the DP for its 32.27 
per cent and one t o the United Oppositio n fo r it s 9.71 per cent . 

A Commonwealt h Observe r Grou p an d a  grou p fro m L a Francophoni e wer e bot h presen t t o 
observe these elections. The report s of these two missions were published an d can be obtained a t th e 
respective secretariat s of the tw o organisations . 

The 199 8 Presidentia l an d Nationa l Assembl y Election s 

The 199 8 presidential electio n wa s again conteste d b y three candidates : M r René , representin g th e 
SPPF; Sir James Mancham, representin g the DP ; and th e Rev Wavel Ramkalawan, representin g th e 
United Opposition . 

For the first time, vice-presidential candidates ran for election on a common ticket with presidentia l 
candidates. The candidate s fo r th e vice-presidenc y were : Mr James Miche l fo r th e SPPF ; Mr Danie l 
Belle for the DP ; and Mrs Annette George s for th e United Opposition . 

The thre e partie s als o fielded candidate s i n eac h o f the 2 5 electe d Nationa l Assembl y seats , an d 
there was one independent candidate , Mr Marston Saint Ange (electora l district of La Digue). In th e 
build-up to the elections , one opposition part y approached th e othe r oppositio n part y and suggeste d 
a unio n to field a  joint presidentia l candidate . This proposal was rejected . 

Our Group was encouraged by the progress that has been made in the past five years to de-link th e 
ruling party from th e state and t o establish a  distinction between th e resource s of the stat e and thos e 
of the ruling party. We were particularly pleased to note tha t SPP F offices hav e been relocated out of 
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District Counci l office s an d tha t al l politica l partie s hav e equa l acces s t o Communit y Centres . W e 
have als o take n not e o f th e televisin g o f debate s o f th e Nationa l Assembly , an d suc h step s a s th e 
arrangements t o ensur e tha t eac h part y contestin g th e election s wa s given equa l tim e o n televisio n 
and th e radi o during the campaig n period . 

Party Manifesto s 

Seychelles People's Progressive Front: The SPPF campaigned unde r the banner T he Part y for the 
New Millennium' . Th e part y manifest o reiterate d wha t i t sai d wa s th e Government s long-ter m 
vision o f good , fair , stable , an d dynami c governmen t tha t coul d initiat e an d manag e chang e i n 
order to create a  high quality of lif e i n harmony with th e natura l environment o f the country . Th e 
manifesto promise d a  renewed commitmen t t o providing an excellen t healt h servic e to the peopl e 
of Seychelle s throughou t life . I t promise d t o guarante e a  hig h standar d o f educatio n t o al l 
Seychellois children from birt h to adulthood. The manifest o als o promised to develop a conducive 
environment fo r busines s whil e maintainin g a  'hands-o n approac h t o develop , i n a  systemati c 
manner, th e pillar s of the econom y s o that everyon e gets a share of the nationa l cake. ' 

The Democrati c Party : Th e D P manifest o wa s entitle d ' A Fres h Future , A  Ne w Direction' . I t 
attacked th e Governmen t fo r keepin g price s artificiall y hig h an d fo r holdin g bac k economi c 
growth throug h high interes t rates , high taxes , and disincentive s fo r business . The part y promise d 
that i f elected, i t woul d scra p th e monopol y o f th e Seychelle s Marketin g Board , allowin g othe r 
traders to compete, thus giving the countr y th e wides t possible choice of commodities a t the mos t 
competitive prices . The part y promised t o give the government a  regulatory rathe r tha n a  runnin g 
role i n the economy and t o open some sectors of the economy such as electricity generation t o th e 
private sector. I t also promised t o reform th e ta x system and reduc e interes t rates . 

The Unite d Opposition : The U O produce d a  20-poin t manifest o unde r th e captio n Ά  Contrac t 
Between th e UO an d th e Peopl e of Seychelles' . The manifest o promise d tha t th e party , i f elected, 
would abolis h th e system of 'security clearance ' so that al l Seychellois would have the opportunit y 
to pursu e career s i n governmen t an d i n th e parastatal s fre e fro m wha t i t calle d politica l 
victimisation. The party promised to reform the system for appointing judges and also to fight crim e 
vigorously. The part y als o promise d t o reduc e taxe s o n food , refor m th e educationa l system , an d 
provide a  good salary and pension scheme for workers . 
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