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Chapter 4 

The Pol l an d the Coun t 

The cardboard  'snap-to'  booths used for polling (above left) packed flat and were  light and easy to transport... 
(above right) after  wading ashore from a  boat at Fregate during voting for the  Outer and  smaller Inner Islands, 
electoral staff swiftly assembled polling stations 

Method o f Votin g 

A perso n votes by going to the polling station in the district where she or he i s registered to vote. The 
electoral staf f verifie s tha t thi s perso n ha s no t vote d b y examinin g he r o r hi s lef t han d wit h a n 
ultraviolet lamp . Sh e o r h e the n present s identificatio n (Nationa l Identit y Card , passpor t o r othe r 
acceptable form of identification) t o the Electoral Officer. Th e staf f verifies that her/his name appear s 
on the Electoral Register. The voter' s name i s read aloud as well as her/his National Identit y Number , 
the pag e an d lin e o n th e registe r wher e th e person' s nam e appears . Th e part y agent s recor d thi s 
information. Once the voter's name has been checked-off agains t the register, the electoral staff marks 
the thum b o f her/hi s lef t han d wit h visible , indelibl e in k an d th e inde x finge r o f th e sam e han d i s 
sprayed wit h invisibl e indelibl e in k whic h w e wer e tol d woul d las t fo r 7 2 hours . This han d i s the n 
examined a  secon d tim e unde r anothe r ultraviole t lam p befor e separat e ballo t paper s fo r th e 
Presidential and the National Assembly elections are issued. The electoral staff then explains that th e 
voter must enter a booth, mark the candidate of choice on each ballot paper, fold them and put the m 
into the relevan t ballo t boxes. After this , the vote r leave s the polling station . 

Elderly peopl e an d thos e wh o ar e mentall y o r physicall y handicappe d ca n b e accompanie d b y a 
person of their choosing , usually a  relative, and a  member o f the pollin g station's electora l staf f the n 
assists them t o vote. (See also Chapter 2. ) 
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The Votin g Proces s 

Polling wa s conducte d ove r thre e day s fro m 2 0 t o 2 2 March . O n 2 0 an d 2 1 March , pollin g wa s 
conducted i n th e Oute r an d som e o f th e smalle r Inne r Islands . On 2 2 March , i t was conducted i n 
Mahé, Praslin and L a Digue. 

Polling -  2 0 an d 2 1 Marc h 

Mobile polls were used in order to enable the smal l numbers of voters in the Inne r and Outer Island s 
to cast their ballots. The tim e and place for polling was announced ahea d of time. We are grateful t o 
the Electoral Commissioner for allowing some of us to witness polling on these islands (see Annex VI ) 
and to accompany electoral officials an d party agents who travelled by plane or vessel with the ballo t 
boxes an d electio n materials . These poll s wer e onl y ope n fo r a  shor t perio d o f tim e becaus e o f th e 
small number of voters on these islands and polling proceeded smoothly, except that on Farquhar an d 
Assumption, n o part y agent s were present t o witnes s th e 2 4 people wh o cas t thei r votes . The ballo t 
boxes from these mobile polls were returned t o Mahé a t the close of poll. On 2 2 March the ballots i n 
their sealed envelopes were distributed t o the appropriat e electora l district s and counted . 

Polling -  2 2 Marc h 

Polling on Mahé , Prasli n and La Digue, where th e majorit y o f the voter s ar e registered , too k plac e 
on 2 2 March. We deploye d i n al l constituencies i n order t o observe the pollin g and th e coun t (se e 
Annex VI) . 

Analysis o f Pollin g 

On ou r deployment, we used check lists (see Annex VII)  develope d by our respective organisations t o 
record th e following observations . 

Location of  and  Access  to  Polling  Stations 

Polling stations , whic h ha d bee n announce d wel l 
in advanc e b y th e Electora l Commissioner , wer e 
usually sited in schools, church halls and communit y 
centres. Thes e wer e wel l signposte d an d thei r 
location familiar t o voters in the area . 

Ballot Materials 

In th e day s befor e pollin g began , w e familiarise d 
ourselves with the voting processes and the relevan t 
ballot material s whe n w e visite d th e Electio n 
Headquarters. O n pollin g day , w e foun d tha t al l 
stations had sufficien t quantitie s o f ballot materials , 
the voters ' registe r an d copie s o f th e reconciliatio n 
statement. Electora l official s ha d organise d thei r 
stations quickly and efficiently . Eac h polling statio n 
had blac k metalli c ballo t boxe s wit h th e name s o f 
the electora l area s printe d o n them , tw o gree n 
plastic strips , a  pin k ribbo n an d re d sealin g wa x fo r Before  polling began, electoral  staff demonstrated to 
sealing, portabl e whit e cardboar d pollin g booths , party  agents that the ballot boxes were empty before 
two kinds of indelible in k (on e visible and the other sealing  them 
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Long queues quickly formed outside  the polling stations. In  the  Glacis electoral district, this queue stretched down 
the road 

invisible), two ultraviolet lamps , a perforator t o stamp the station' s special code on each ballot paper , 
and different-size d ballo t papers for Presidentia l an d National Assembl y voting . 

Each polling station was also equipped with a telephone and fax to ensure constant communicatio n 
with th e Electora l Commissioner , especiall y of the results . 

Voting 

With few exceptions the polling stations opened exactly on time (7 a.m.) and a large number of voters 
were alread y i n th e queue . The queue s i n som e pollin g station s remaine d constan t throughou t th e 
day. Votin g wa s slowe r i n th e mornin g whe n man y elderl y an d infir m voter s wer e brough t t o th e 
stations. We observed an improvement i n the flow of electors as the day progressed. We observed tha t 
there was an uneven distribution of electoral staff a t various polling stations which affected th e speed 
of the voting process. In certain stations voting had to be extended beyond 6 p.m. to allow the peopl e 
who wer e i n th e queu e t o vote . Th e set-u p o f th e votin g statio n wa s lef t t o th e discretio n o f th e 
Electoral Office r an d th e majorit y o f votin g station s wer e ver y wel l organised ; however , i n a  fe w 
stations wher e th e layou t wa s less well organised th e votin g proces s was affected . Th e electora l staf f 
in the pollin g stations were competent , efficien t an d awar e of their responsibilities . Party agents an d 
some o f th e candidate s wer e presen t i n th e pollin g stations . Th e thre e presidentia l candidate s als o 
visited some stations . 

The voter s of Seychelles, irrespective of gender, age or state of health, turned out i n large number s 
especially in the first few hours of polling. Some had begun queuing from a s early as 5 a.m. Many were 
familiar wit h votin g procedure s becaus e vote r educatio n programme s broadcas t b y th e SB C o r 
published in the newspapers were thorough, and electoral staff were also on hand to help others. Some 
voters ha d gon e t o th e wron g pollin g station s b y mistake , other s di d no t mee t variou s votin g 
requirements. Some voters whose names did not appea r on th e station' s register were allowed to vote 
when their names were found on the master register and after the Electoral Officer ha d consulted with 
the party agents . 
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We receive d n o complaint s o f majo r irregularitie s i n th e pollin g an d overal l th e secrec y o f th e 
ballot was respected . 

Some voters grew impatient and frustrated afte r waiting for many hours to vote. Some of us suggested 
to th e Electora l Officer s tha t th e layou t an d flow  o f voter s throug h th e statio n ma y no t hav e bee n 
conducive t o swift votin g and a s noted above , improvements were made i n such arrangements i n th e 
course of the day. In general, voters were disciplined, voted freely, in an orderly manner and peacefully . 

Assisted Voting 

We observed the strenuous efforts mad e to assist incapacitated an d elderly voters to cast their ballots . 
We also observed, in certain cases, that these people seemed to have been put in situations that caused 
tremendous stress . The secrec y of their ballot coul d no t b e assured . 

Security of  Polling Stations 

We had been told that the police would be present at the polling stations and found the m accordingl y 
deployed i n and aroun d th e station s to ensure security. No inciden t involvin g abuse of police power s 
was brought to our attention. The atmosphere at all electoral areas was peaceful, includin g at Cascade 
where o n th e nigh t o f 2 1 Marc h th e wif e o f a n oppositio n candidat e wa s seriousl y injure d i n a 
shooting incident . The presenc e o f the police i n the station s was not intimidatory . 

Electoral staff marked voters' hands with indelible ink. This  staff  member wore gloves so that her hands would not be 
accidentally stained with the ink, thus  making her ineligible to  vote later 



22 Th e Presidentia l an d Nationa l Assembl y Elections i n Seychelles , 199 8 

Strenuous efforts  were  made to  assist elderly and incapacitated  voters though  some seemed to  have been put in 
situations which caused tremendous  stress 

The Coun t 

At th e clos e o f the polls , the door s o f th e station s wer e shut , an d th e ballo t boxe s were locke d an d 
sealed in the presence of the candidates and the party agents. Electoral Officers calculate d the turnou t 
and th e ballot pape r accounts . 

Counting commence d wit h th e presidentia l 
ballot papers . Thos e ballo t paper s classifie d a s 
invalid wer e endorse d b y th e Electora l Office r i n 
the presenc e o f th e part y agent s an d candidates . 
Objections t o decisions wer e recorded . 

The sam e procedur e wa s followe d fo r th e 
National Assembl y election . Th e vote s cas t fo r 
each candidat e wer e totalle d an d th e Electio n 
Station Accoun t for m wa s witnesse d an d signe d 
by al l partie s befor e bein g faxe d t o th e Electora l 
Commissioner's office . 

The result s wer e verifie d an d aggregate d b y th e 
Electoral Commissione r befor e bein g proclaimed a t 
about 1.3 0 a.m . on 2 3 March . 

For th e presidentia l election , M r Ren é wa s 
declared electe d wit h 31,04 8 vote s (66.6 7 pe r 
cent o f th e vali d vote s cast) . Th e Re v Wave l 
Ramkalawan o f th e Unite d Oppositio n an d Si r 
James Mancha m o f th e Democrati c Part y go t 
9,098 vote s (19.5 3 pe r cent ) an d 6,42 7 (13. 8 pe r The  count was conducted at polling stations and 
cent) o f the vali d vote s cas t respectively . began  with  the  presidential ballot papers 
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For th e Nationa l Assembl y elections , candidate s representin g th e SPP F wo n 2 4 o f th e 2 5 
elected seats , with on e sea t goin g t o th e Re v Wave l Ramkalawa n o f the Unite d Opposition . Th e 
SPPF received 28,64 0 vote s (61.7 1 pe r cent) , th e Unite d Oppositio n go t 12,08 4 votes (26.0 6 pe r 
cent), an d th e D P 5,60 9 vote s (12. 1 pe r cent) . Th e sol e independen t candidate , M r Marsto n S t 
Ange go t 6 0 votes (4.0 7 pe r cent ) i n the electora l distric t o f La Digue . The officia l result s can b e 
found a t Annex  X . 

The votin g an d countin g processe s a s wel l a s th e announcemen t o f th e result s o f th e election s 
concluded peacefully . 


	Chapter 4: The Poll and the Count
	Method of Voting
	The Voting Process
	Polling - 20 and 21 March
	Polling - 22 March
	Analysis of Polling
	The Count




