
Conclusions 

Based o n our extensiv e pre-electio n discussion s wit h a  wide cross-sectio n o f Malawian s a s 
well a s our observatio n aroun d th e countr y bot h o f th e campaig n an d o f th e voting an d 
counting process, our conclusions can be summarised as follows: 

• Fo r the people of Malawi, 17 May 1994 marked a n exuberant national celebration of thei r 
new-found righ t to make choices within a  framework o f multi-party democracy . The high 
turnout recorde d an d th e patienc e an d enthusias m displaye d b y voter s reflec t a  fir m 
commitment to a multi-party system of politics which has already taken root; 

• Th e Malawian people were able to exercise their will in an open and transparent manner ; 

• Th e results of the elections reflected th e expressed wishes of the people of Malawi; 

• Notwithstandin g deficiencie s i n th e civi c education exercis e an d instance s o f incorrec t 
voting procedures being followed, th e electorat e demonstrate d a  clear awareness o f thei r 
democratic duties and knowledge of voting procedures; 

• Th e Electoral Commissio n an d al l electora l official s generall y displaye d professionalism , 
dedication and commitment to their task, as well as honesty and transparency, all of which 
substantially enhanced the conduct of the poll; 

• Votin g too k plac e i n a n atmospher e marke d b y orderlines s an d goo d humou r amon g 
voters and party monitors, mirroring, by and large, the spirit of the campaign; 

• Ther e was no evidence of any organised irregularitie s o n polling day; nor were there any 
complaints of voter intimidation, fraud o r deliberate disenfranchisement ; 

• Ther e were obvious difficulties i n the process of consolidation of results following the poll. 
This was th e resul t o f a  mix o f factors , includin g exhaustio n o f countin g official s afte r a 
laborious countin g proces s an d difficultie s o f transpor t betwee n Pollin g Centre s an d 
District Commissioners' offices . 

We were impressed by the dignity with which the incumbent President, His Excellency Dr 
Hastings Kamuz u Banda , accepte d th e verdic t o f th e peopl e an d concede d t o the winnin g 
candidate, Mr Bakili Muluzi. 

We congratulat e th e peopl e o f Malaw i fo r th e admirabl e manne r i n whic h the y hav e 
espoused pluralism in their political system. It has been a pleasure and honour for us to share 
with them this momentous experience. We wish them well . We hope that they will continue 
to look to the future wit h a  sense of vision and a  resolve for national reconciliation. We trust 
that the historic achievements of the past twelve months will be successfully consolidated . 
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