
History wil l recor d th e Urugua y Roun d a s th e 
most ambitiou s o f al l th e post-wa r Rounds . 
Indeed, i t may record a  judgement of over-ambi-
tion. I t i s easy t o see  th e Roun d a s essentially a 
bilateral struggl e between th e U S an d EU , wit h 
most friction bein g generated b y temperate zon e 
agriculture. Thi s i s over-simplistic . Th e com -
plexity of the Round was fashioned b y the rang e 
of issue s covere d an d th e numbe r o f CP s 
involved. Bot h wer e influence d b y th e mor e 
active participatio n o f developin g countrie s i n 
the agenda setting and negotiation o f the issues , 
compared wit h previou s Rounds . Ther e wer e 
many issue s on th e Round' s agend a whic h wer e 
essentially developin g countr y issues . Thi s i s 
important t o recognise i n any overall assessment . 

The interest s o f developin g countrie s ar e 
diverse, give n th e rang e an d structur e o f thos e 
countries which fal l int o tha t set . This i s as true 
of CDC s a s i t i s o f developin g countrie s i n 
general. Th e eventua l deal s whic h wer e struc k 

were inevitably fashioned mor e by the major pro-
tagonists tha n b y developin g countrie s 
individually or collectively. Nevertheless ther e is 
much to be welcomed i n the Round from a  CDC 
perspective. Chie f amon g thes e potentia l gain s 
are improvement s i n marke t access , commit -
ments t o reduc e dependenc e o n source-specifi c 
quotas i n DMEs , commitments t o phase ou t th e 
MFA an d reduc e protectio n i n temperat e zon e 
agricultural products , an d th e genera l tighten -
ing up of disciplines, includin g thos e relatin g t o 
dispute sett lement . Equall y ther e ar e som e 
threats, particularly thos e which could arise fro m 
a sanctionin g o f discriminator y interventio n 
under Articl e XI X an d th e greate r competitiv e 
pressures resultin g fro m th e TRIP s an d service s 
agreements. Nonetheless, i t must be the case that 
CDCs ar e bette r of f wit h th e Urugua y Roun d 
agreements and a  strengthened se t of disciplines 
and obligation s governin g world trade , not onl y 
in the lon g run bu t also in th e shor t run . 
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