
Chapter 5 

The Campaig n 
The ban o n part y politica l activit y wa s lifte d i n June 1995 . However, th e electio n campaig n di d 
not begin i n earnes t unti l th e end o f th e year . A s with muc h els e in thes e elections , thi s too wa s 
largely du e t o th e war . Wher e th e securit y situatio n permitted , som e o f th e parties , especiall y 
the major ones , too k thei r campaign s t o th e provinces . Otherwise, campaignin g wa s confine d t o 
the comparativ e securit y o f th e urba n centre s an d th e area s les s affecte d b y th e war . Thi s i n 
effect mean t th e Western Area , the North an d certai n pocket s in the South an d th e East . 

This campaig n wa s unlik e thos e whic h precede d an y o f th e earlie r elections . Th e entir e 
political clas s i n Sierr a Leon e wa s agree d tha t i t was th e mos t peacefu l campaig n i n th e las t 3 0 
years. I t wa s marke d b y eviden t cordialit y betwee n th e contendin g politicians . Wher e i n th e 
past a  politica l riva l wa s generall y perceive d t o b e a n enemy , thi s tim e h e wa s a  politica l 
adversary, someon e wit h a  differen t se t o f politica l perception s an d views . Politica l difference s 
did no t amount t o antipathy . 

This chang e i n attitud e wa s cause d b y th e realisatio n amon g politician s tha t democracy , i n 
the word s o f a  Nationa l Counci l fo r Democrac y poster , presuppose s 'respect , toleranc e an d 
understanding' an d th e fac t tha t mos t politica l leader s belon g t o th e younge r generation . Man y 
of them hav e live d i n democratic societie s outsid e Sierra Leon e and wer e keen t o see democrac y 
also take root i n thei r ow n country . 

We arrive d i n Freetow n durin g th e concludin g stage s o f th e campaign . W e sa w n o rall y i n 
the capita l bu t part y van s wer e stil l drivin g u p an d dow n th e street s blarin g thei r messages . 
Party stalwart s i n thei r respectiv e colour s adde d considerabl y t o the electioneering atmosphere . 
Posters with photograph s o f party leader s were everywhere . Even so , we believe tha t du e t o th e 
war, thi s was a  muted campaign , restricte d bot h i n its reach and intensity . 

APPA .. . Commonwealth Observer  Group Chairman S K Singh and observers Lasham, Falana and Chikoko  meet 
members of the All Political  Parties Association. APPA  brought  together all but one of the parties contesting the 
elections 
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Campaigning .. . continued to  the last minute. It  was generally good natured and peaceful:  few believed  that the 
parties were responsible for the  four serions  incidents which  marred the campaign period when grenades were 
thrown at the  INEC headquarters,  the home of INEC Chairman  James Jonah and the  home of presidential candidate 
Ahmad Tejan  Kabbah and another party leader, Thaimu  Bangura,  was beaten by men in uniform 

We shoul d mak e mention , however , o f th e highl y noticeabl e an d ver y significan t impac t o f 
the women' s movement , especiall y i n th e run-u p t o th e elections . The y too k t o th e stree t i n a 
peaceful marc h i n suppor t o f th e elections an d the y wer e prominen t a t the Reconvened Sessio n 
of th e Nationa l Consultativ e Conference . O f th e group s tha t cam e t o mee t u s the y wer e amon g 
the most articulat e an d clea r i n thei r objectives an d ques t fo r democracy . 

The Al l Politica l Partie s Association (APPA ) 

The co-operatio n amon g th e politica l partie s whic h di d s o muc h t o mak e th e campaig n fre e o f 
violence an d intimidatio n wa s facilitate d b y th e informa l Al l Politica l Partie s Associatio n 
(APPA). I t brought togethe r al l th e registere d politica l partie s contestin g th e election s wit h th e 
exception o f th e Nationa l Unit y Part y (NUP) . Throug h thi s informa l alliance , th e politica l 
parties discusse d al l issue s relatin g t o the elections . I t was chaire d b y Dr John Karefa-Smart , th e 
most senio r o f al l th e presidentia l candidate s an d leade r o f th e Unite d Nationa l People' s Part y 
(UNPP). Throug h APP A th e partie s wer e abl e t o agre e o n a  de  facto Cod e o f Conduc t fo r th e 
elections an d APP A serve d a s th e unite d voic e o f th e partie s i n thei r dealing s wit h th e 
Government an d INEC . APP A reflect s th e ne w spiri t i n Sierr a Leonea n politics . I t ha s alread y 
done muc h t o buil d a  democrati c cultur e an d w e hop e tha t i t wil l surviv e th e strain s an d 
stresses o f th e pos t electora l perio d an d becom e a  permanen t featur e o f th e politica l scen e i n 
Sierra Leone . 

We wer e tol d tha t th e exclusio n o f th e NU P fro m APP A ha d t o d o wit h a  widesprea d 
perception tha t i t wa s th e Government' s creation , o r a t leas t th e favourit e o f th e NPRC . I t wa s 
alleged tha t th e authoritie s allowe d th e NU P th e chanc e o f campaignin g i n area s wher e othe r 
parties wer e no t allowed ; tha t it s supporter s wer e misusin g governmen t facilities ; an d tha t 
Chiefs wer e being influence d t o support th e NUP . I n general , th e othe r partie s though t tha t th e 
Government ough t t o d o muc h mor e t o de-lin k itsel f fro m th e NU P s o a s t o ensur e a  'leve l 
playing field' . Thes e views were more strongly hel d i n the days o f Captain Strasser , bu t afte r hi s 
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overthrow i n th e middl e o f Januar y 199 6 th e NU P wa s regarde d wit h les s suspicion . Indee d 
there wa s som e rapprochemen t betwee n i t an d th e othe r politica l partie s a s th e 'reconstituted ' 
NPRC too k step s t o distanc e itsel f fro m th e NUP . Whe n w e arrive d i n th e countr y i t seeme d 
that man y o f th e suspicion s abou t th e NUP' s link s wit h th e Governmen t ha d bee n largel y 
eroded an d th e residua l one s had los t thei r ol d strength . Th e NUP' s suppor t fo r election s o n 2 6 
February a t th e Reconvene d Sessio n o f th e Nationa l Consultativ e Conferenc e o n 1 2 Februar y 
1996 practically completed it s reconciliation with th e other politica l parties . 

The Issue s 

As fa r a s issue s wer e concerne d ther e wa s littl e t o distinguis h th e parties . Al l o f the m pu t th e 
accent o n endin g th e wa r bu t withou t an y clea r strateg y beyon d dialogu e t o achiev e thi s end . 
All emphasise d th e importanc e o f nationa l unit y an d reconciliatio n a s th e basi s o f economi c 
reconstruction. The y wer e a t on e o n th e nee d t o build a  fre e marke t economy . Som e talke d i n 
rather genera l term s abou t a  national healt h servic e and fre e compulsor y educatio n an d the y al l 
wanted a n end t o corruption, a  free Pres s and accountabl e an d transparen t government . 

The lack o f an y rea l publi c discours e o n nationa l issue s i s striking. Th e elections were fough t 
mainly o n th e basi s o f personalities , no t policies . Campaignin g wa s devoi d no t onl y o f an y 
ideological conten t bu t eve n o f an y discussio n o f politica l issues . A  majorit y o f th e partie s 
offered n o manifest o no r was ther e a n extensiv e public debat e o n th e country' s man y problems . 
The onl y issu e discusse d wa s th e expressio n o f hope , mad e b y al l partie s an d echoe d b y al l 
branches o f th e media , tha t th e election s woul d en d th e wa r an d tha t democrac y woul d brin g 
better times. There was no political debat e over how thes e things were to be achieved . 
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