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Programme 

Monday, 9 December 1991 
0930 Opening ceremony 
1100 Tea 
1130 F i r s t Session 

(A) Domestic Application of International Human Rights 
Norms 

1. P r e s e n t a t i o n by the Justice Bhagwati 
1230 Lunch 

1400 2. P r e s e n t a t i o n by the Justice Eso 
3. P r e s e n t a t i o n by the Justice Karibi-Whyte on the 
circumstances of b i r t h as a human r i g h t s norm 

1530 Tea 

Di s c u s s i o n on: 

The r o l e of the courts i n the domestic a p p l i c a t i o n 
of i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s norms 

The development of the common law by j u d i c i a l 
techniques by reference t o or d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s norms 

The bal a n c i n g of personal l i b e r t y and reasons of 
s t a t e 

The c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p r o v i s i o n s f o r the p r o t e c t i o n 
of c i t i z e n s against d i s a b i l i t y or d e p r i v a t i o n by 
reason of o r i g i n or circumstances of b i r t h 

The extent to which i n t e r n a t i o n a l and r e g i o n a l 
human r i g h t s standards are given domestic c o n s t i t u t i o n ­
a l or l e g i s l a t i v e p r o t e c t i o n w i t h respect t o c i v i l and 
p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s , and economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
r i g h t s 

Tuesday, 10 December 1991 
0900 Second Session 

4. Paper by Mr Markus Schmidt of the United Nations 
Human Rights Centre on the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Human Rights 
Norms w i t h p a r t i c u l a r emphasis on the a p p l i c a t i o n of 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l 
Rights by the Human Rights Committee (to be d e l i v e r e d 
by Mr Recorder Anthony Lester,QC) 
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D i s c u s s i o n on the sources of i n t e r n a t i o n a l human 
r i g h t s , w i t h p a r t i c u l a r reference t o the UN Charter, 
the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human R i g h t s , the 
de c l a r a t i o n s and r e s o l u t i o n s of the General Assembly 
and the UN Human Rights Committee 

1030 Tea 
1100 (B)The African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights 

T h i r d Session 
5. P r e s e n t a t i o n by Professor Uaozurike on the 
procedures under the A f r i c a n Charter f o r the p r o t e c t i o n 
and redress of human r i g h t s 
D i s c u s s i o n on the mandate, proceedings and procedures 
of the A f r i c a n Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights 

1230 Lunch 
1400 6. Paper by the Justice Maman Nasir, P r e s i d e n t of 

the Court of Appeal, on the A f r i c a n Charter on Human 
and Peoples' Rights (to be d e l i v e r e d by Justice Niki 
Tobi) 
D i s c u s s i o n on the r e g i o n a l a p p l i c a t i o n of human 
r i g h t s norms i n the A f r i c a n context i n c l u d i n g : 

The c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and 
c u l t u r a l r i g h t s elaborated i n the A f r i c a n Charter 

The concept of 'duties of the i n d i v i d u a l ' i n the 
A f r i c a n Charter 

The A f r i c a n Charter and the freedom and 
independence of the A f r i c a n j u d i c i a r y 

1530 Tea 
1600 Fourth Session 

7. P r e s e n t a t i o n by the Justice Ryssdal on the 
European p r o v i s i o n s and experience 
8. P r e s e n t a t i o n by Mr Recorder Anthony Lester,QC on 
the European Human Rights Convention 
Di s c u s s i o n on: 

The types and adequacy of i n t e r n a t i o n a l human 
r i g h t s procedures f o r the p r o t e c t i o n and r e a l i s a t i o n of 
human r i g h t s 

The human r i g h t s j u r i s p r u d e n c e and system of 
Europe, and the impact on and i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r the 
Commonwealth 
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Wednesday, 11 December 1991 
0900 F i f t h Session 

(C) Role of the Judge i n Advancing Human Rights 
9. P r e s e n t a t i o n by the Judge Nathaniel Jones 
10. P r e s e n t a t i o n by the Justice Enoch Dumbutshena 

1030 Tea 

1100 11. Pr e s e n t a t i o n by the Justice Michael Kirby 

D i s c u s s i o n on: 

J u d i c i a l techniques and s t r a t e g i e s t o t r a n s l a t e 
human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms i n t o p r a c t i c a l 
r e a l i t y through the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of l e g i s l a t i o n and 
common law i n c l u d i n g r u l e s of procedure, evidence, 
amicus curiae b r i e f s , locus standi e t c 

The q u e s t i o n of fun d i n g of p u b l i c i n t e r e s t 
l i t i g a t i o n and l e g a l a i d , the r o l e of n a t i o n a l human 
r i g h t s commissions, e t c 

1230 Lunch 
1400 S i x t h Session 

(D) Human Rights Proceedings 

12. P r e s e n t a t i o n by the Justice Nnaemeka-Agu on the 
domestic p r o v i s i o n s and experience of N i g e r i a 
D i s c u s s i o n on: 

The types and adequacy of i n t e r n a t i o n a l human 
r i g h t s procedures f o r the p r o t e c t i o n and 
r e a l i s a t i o n of human r i g h t s 
The r e g i o n a l a p p l i c a t i o n of human r i g h t s 
proceedings and procedures i n the A f r i c a n context 
f o r the strengthening, promotion and safeguard of 
the c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
r i g h t s e l aborated i n the A f r i c a n Charter 

1530 Tea 
1600 Abuja Confirmation statement 

C l o s i n g remarks 
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