
Preface 

For more tha n a decade, we i n the Commonwealth Secretaria t have taken an 
active interes t i n th e viabilit y o f distanc e learnin g a s a  mediu m o f 
education, indeed as the only possible one in certain situations. Durin g 
these year s al l level s o f educatio n hav e experience d a  spectacula r 
increase i n th e number o f distance teachin g institution s an d enrolments . 
The Secretaria t ha s responde d o n th e informatio n sid e b y publishin g 
directories on the Commonwealth dimension of this phenomenon. A t the more 
operational leve l th e Commonwealt h Fun d fo r Technica l Co-operatio n ha s 
funded th e establishment o f the Namibian Extension Unit in Lusaka and the 
South Africa n Extensio n Uni t i n Da r e s Salaam . Thes e institution s no w 
offer educationa l opportunitie s fo r peopl e displace d fro m thei r nativ e 
countries and denied education by the politics of apartheid. 

We believ e ther e i s a  nee d fo r practica l handbook s fo r thos e wh o hav e 
responsibility fo r managin g distance-teachin g institution s o r fo r thos e 
producing instructional materials to be used by their students. Th e first 
of these was a volume, "Training Teachers at a Distance", which went into 
the economic s an d practicalitie s o f usin g distanc e method s fo r teache r 
education. Th e presen t volume , "Cours e Development" , i s a n attemp t t o 
help thos e responsibl e fo r producin g effectiv e teachin g material s fo r 
distance education. 

It mark s a  ne w ste p i n th e relationshi p betwee n th e Commonwealt h 
Secretariat an d th e Internationa l Extensio n College . Althoug h th e 
Secretariat has made extensive use of IEC's services over the years, this 
is our first joint publication. B y coming together in this way we hope to 
help a wider clientel e t o benefit fro m a book offering detailed guidanc e 
based on the extensive experience of its author, Janet Jenkins. 

I hav e pleasur e i n commendin g thi s venture , confiden t tha t i t wil l 
contribute sound, practical advice for hard presse d editors and will help 
to raise th e qualit y o f education offere d b y distance methods around the 
Commonwealth. 

Peter Williams 
Director 
Education Programme 
Human Resource Development Group 
Commonwealth Secretaria t 
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