
CHAPTER 10 

CONCLUDING REMARK S 

This document has attempted to illustrate the changing roles of forestry ove r 
the course o f Sr i Lanka' s history , an d ho w these hav e been linke d to , an d 
influenced by , th e changing fate s o f Sr i Lanka's forests . I t i s hoped that in 
doing so, i t may point the way to the future rol e of the forestry secto r in Sri 
Lanka's development . 

Much o f th e countr y wa s onc e forested , and , despit e th e longstandin g 
prevalence of settled agricultural communities, forest s continued to dominate 
the landscape until the relatively recent past. Bu t it seems that with increasing 
contact wit h th e outsid e world , especiall y wit h colonia l powers , th e 
relationship o f Sr i Lanka' s people s wit h he r forest s shifted . Huma n 
populations increased, levels of forest exploitation increased, and many people 
suffered fro m a  sense of alienation from th e land or from the tiers of society 
that maintained control over that land. Forest s were increasingly used for the 
short-term gain rather than for the long-term advantage of society a t large. 

As the nature of society changed, forests tended to lose value relative to other 
land-uses, although this was not necessarily true of individual forest products. 
The pac e o f chang e continue s t o quicken , an d a s i t doe s s o i t threaten s t o 
outpace the rate at which the forest estat e can change to cope with the ever-
increasing demands placed upon it. 

At th e sam e time , ther e ha s bee n a  worldwid e realisatio n tha t th e goa l o f 
development cannot be achieved without reference to the natural resources on 
which w e al l ultimatel y depend , an d tha t developmen t mus t tak e issue s o f 
equity o n boar d a s well . Thi s realisatio n i s onl y no w beginnin g t o b e 
translated int o action . I n Sr i Lanka' s case , i t i s manifestin g itsel f i n a n 
increasing concer n fo r th e fat e o f th e natura l forest s an d the importanc e o f 
managing the forest estate sustainably, no t just for timber but for a variety of 
goods and services , many of which have been badly neglected i n the past. 
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The internationa l importanc e o f certai n forest s fo r th e conservatio n o f 
biodiversity i s als o no w realised . Meanwhile , th e complementar y rol e o f 
plantation forestry i s now better understood. 

The future o f the forestry secto r i n Sri Lanka i s secure, bu t there are likely 
to be changes. Th e dependence on external funding seem s likely to continue 
for the time being, although if industrialisation goes to plan and the insecurity 
in the north abates, then there may be more national resources available too. 
Ultimately, forestr y ha s to be treated alongsid e othe r land-use s o n an equal 
footing, throug h the development o f all-encompassin g land-us e policies tha t 
put th e environmen t an d sustainabl e developmen t first.  Thi s ma y resul t i n 
increasing area s o f natura l fores t bein g dedicate d t o conservatio n o r non -
intervention, or to the production of forest products other than timber. A t the 
same time , th e are a unde r fores t plantatio n look s se t t o increase , bu t th e 
plantations o f the future wil l hopefully b e designed more appropriately tha n 
many of those of the past. 
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