
Preface 

Commonwealth Head s of Governmen t hav e given environmental issue s a high priority 
in the context of sustainable development. I n response, the Commonwealth Secretaria t 
has buil t u p activitie s fo r environmentall y sustainabl e developmen t i n area s includin g 
biodiversity; forestry; energy; water, coastal, marine and land resources; aquaculture and 
fisheries; industry ; climate change; legislation; health; women and youth. Commonwealt h 
Ministers o f Healt h selecte d environmen t an d healt h t o b e th e them e o f thei r tent h 
triennial meeting held in Cyprus in 1992. In their deliberations they recognised the inter-
relationship o f health , environmen t an d developmen t an d conclude d wit h a  lis t o f 
recommendations fo r countr y actio n an d a  smal l numbe r o f practica l proposals . Th e 
regional proposal s hav e sinc e been  facilitate d b y th e Commonwealt h Secretariat . 
Development and sharing of methods of environmental health impact assessment (EHIA) 
was identified a s the priority fo r the Asian an d Pacifi c regions . 

In 199 3 the Secretaria t commissione d th e Universit y o f Wollongong t o develop EHI A 
manuals for use by health and other professionals and by community groups (particularly 
women). A  draf t manua l wa s pilote d i n 199 4 an d proposal s prepare d fo r furthe r 
development an d application . 

Throughout this process the Secretariat maintained contact with, and was greatly assisted 
by, advice from relevan t experts in WHO and elsewhere. It became apparent that many 
countries an d agencie s were addressin g simila r issue s an d tha t ther e wa s widesprea d 
concern abou t th e importanc e o f ensurin g th e incorporatio n o f healt h withi n 
environmental impact assessment as an integral part of the whole process. I n the context 
of collaboration with WHO and other agencies i t was decided to arrange fo r an expert 
group t o mee t an d develo p a  framewor k fo r healt h assessmen t withi n environmenta l 
assessment an d t o develop strategies for promotin g the process. 

The Centr e fo r Environmenta l Managemen t an d Planning , Universit y o f Aberdeen , 
hosted th e meetin g a t which a  smal l grou p o f Commonwealt h expert s fro m Asia , th e 
Pacific an d Britai n alon g wit h a  consultan t (ex-WHO ) me t t o produc e th e materia l 
contained in the following report. The Secretariat is most appreciative of the contribution 
made by the hos t institution t o the process and outcome o f that meeting . 

It i s th e hop e o f th e Commonwealt h Secretaria t tha t th e wor k presente d her e ma y 
contribute t o the development o f strategies , training material s and commitment , a t al l 
levels, to incorporating health as an integral component of all environmental assessmen t 
processes. 
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