
Introduction 

An expert group meeting was arranged b y the Commonwealt h Secretariat , London , as 
part o f it s respons e t o proposal s o n environmen t an d healt h mad e b y th e 10t h 
Commonwealth Healt h Ministers ' Meetin g (10CHMM ) hel d i n Cyprus , 1992 . I t wa s 
hosted b y th e Centr e fo r Environmenta l Managemen t an d Plannin g (CEMP ) o f 
Aberdeen University . 

The purpose o f the meeting was to facilitate th e achievemen t o f the following ultimat e 
objectives: 

1. T o develo p cor e material s o n Healt h Assessment 1 (HA ) withi n 
Environmental Assessmen t (EA) , from whic h teaching/training material s 
in appropriate forms can be prepared for a variety of users. Th e materials 
should b e suitable fo r adaptatio n for : 

(a) awareness-raisin g among politicians and decision-makers, including 
those i n industry an d th e media ; 

(b) capacit y buildin g amon g healt h an d othe r secto r professionals , 
leading t o a n integratio n o f H A i n al l E A fo r bot h plannin g an d 
monitoring purposes ; 

(c) loca l communities , particularly women, enabling the m t o do basic 
HA a s par t o f E A when developmen t i s proposed o r carrie d ou t 
locally. 

2. T o develop outline project proposals for the development of core materials 
and thei r applicatio n an d testin g in selected countrie s around th e world. 

The ful l backgroun d t o the meeting i s provided i n the Commonwealth Secretaria t not e 
(October 1994) , reproduced a s Annex 3  to thi s report . Th e lis t o f participant s a t th e 
meeting i s attache d a s Annex 2. 

1 I n this document, the term Environmental Assessment (EA ) is used for a 
variety o f formall y recognise d method s fo r th e assessmen t an d 
mitigation of environmenta l impact s of projects, plans and policies. 
As such, it replaces the term Environmental Impac t Assessment (EIA) . 
The term Health Assessment (HA ) is used to describe the human health 
(and safety ) componen t o f EA . I t replace s th e term s Environmenta l 
Health Impac t Assessmen t (EHIA ) an d Healt h Opportunit y Assessmen t 
(HOA). Environmenta l healt h hazard s assessment  an d management  ar e 
recognised as methods for determining and controlling any environmental 
health hazard at any time, not necessarily in connection with formal EA 
procedures. 
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