
B/ Interdisciplinary communications and data exchange needed with 
(from thir d column , depending o n project an d expertis e on E A team): 

Engineers 
Toxicologists 
Medical entomologist s 
Parasitologists 
Epidemiologists 
Nutritionists 
Agronomists/geographers 
(Health) Ecologist s 
Public health expert s 
Anthropologists 
Community leaders/representative s 

The Screenin g componen t i s concerned wit h the provision o f quick answer s to the key 
questions: (1) Does this project affec t long-ter m sustainability of development? (2 ) If an 
EA is required, how does health need to be taken into account? Mos t experts with the 
basic background s identifie d i n th e abov e listing , unde r A , wil l nee d trainin g 
in/information on : 

* Basic s of H A and E A methodology . 
* Source s of data an d ho w to access these. 

At the same time, external expert s and members of the public to be consulted a s listed 
under B , will need quic k informatio n on : 

* Basic s of H A and E A methodology . 
* Thei r specifi c rol e i n the screening componen t o f EA. 

Although a  simila r roug h analysi s coul d b e mad e fo r th e othe r module s o f th e 
framework, suc h an effort woul d be more effectively delegate d to a later stage, after the 
framework ha s been exposed to a wider group of experts and practitioners . Th e above 
merely serves to demonstrate that weaknesses in current human resource deployment can 
be identified o n the basi s of a  logical framework . 

Resources 

Without attempting to undertake a  full inventory of resources available, both within the 
Commonwealth an d i n othe r countries , th e meetin g note d th e existenc e o f variou s 
specialized institutions , includin g thos e represente d b y the participant s (se e Annex 2). 
A wide r inventor y woul d nee d t o b e mad e i n orde r t o identif y potentia l source s o f 
expertise, potentia l capacit y fo r th e delegatio n o f specifi c tasks , existin g databases , 
documents, training material s and programme s already underway for th e promotion of 
HA a s par t o f EA . Th e meetin g stresse d that , a s there shoul d b e n o duplicatio n o f 
effort, th e mai n focu s fo r follow-u p woul d nee d t o b e o n harmonizatio n an d 
coordination, particularl y i n the development o f country-level activities . 
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It was noted that the stimulus to hold this meeting arose from work on a proposal fro m 
the tenth Commonwealth Healt h Ministers ' meeting which led to the commissioning of 
the University of Wollongong, Australia, to develop HA manuals for testing in the Pacific 
and Asian regions . Thes e manual s were fo r us e by health an d environmenta l worker s 
and by community groups, particularly women, an d had thei r firs t trial s in 1994 . 

The grou p note d th e interes t alread y existin g i n WH O an d severa l o f it s Regiona l 
Offices, an d i n particula r th e wor k o n H A undertake n b y th e join t 
WHO/FAO/UNEP/UNCHS Panel of Experts on Environmental Management for Vector 
Control (PEEM) , whos e membershi p an d Collaboratin g Centre s networ k embrace s 
several Commonwealth countries. Withou t ignoring several initiatives already underway 
elsewhere, the meeting noted th e relativel y dense concentratio n o f HA effort s alread y 
being mad e b y WHO an d th e PEE M network s i n th e Southeas t Asia n an d Wester n 
Pacific Regions . I n particula r th e recen t initiativ e o f WHO' s Regiona l Offic e fo r th e 
Western Pacifi c (Manila ) an d th e WH O Headquarter s (Geneva ) t o attemp t obtainin g 
UNEP support for the strengthening of country-level activitie s was considered relevant . 
Another recen t developmen t o f grea t interes t concern s a  serie s o f intersectora l H A 
training workshops underway in a number of countries of the African regio n (includin g 
some Commonwealt h states ) b y PEE M i n Collaboratio n wit h th e Healt h Impac t 
Programme (HIP ) o f th e Liverpoo l Schoo l o f Tropica l Medicin e an d th e Danis h 
Bilharzia Laborator y (DBL) , mainl y becaus e o f it s emphasi s o n problem-oriente d 
interdisciplinary collaboratio n skills . 

Although the group did not attempt to arrive at a complete inventory of existing training 
materials, a  quic k searc h b y participant s brough t t o ligh t a n impressiv e lis t (briefl y 
summarized i n Anne x 4) . Th e meetin g expresse d th e nee d t o hav e suc h material s 
assembled i n a  database, to be kept up-to-date an d made accessibl e to potential users . 
This could be a key role for a  Commonwealth institution , preferably linke d up with the 
WHO or PEEM networ k o f Collaborating Centres . 

There wa s a  strong consensu s tha t a  need exist s fo r a  core guidanc e document , t o b e 
assembled aroun d a  framework o f EA modules , similar to the one produce d her e (bu t 
refined an d improved where necessary), that could b e used t o identify th e roles of HA 
in various stages of E A for a  variety o f projects i n a  variety o f environmental settings , 
the skill s required, the intersectora l effort s t o be made an d th e informatio n source s to 
be used . Suc h a  documen t shoul d b e a  practitioners ' "roa d map" , rathe r tha n a 
comprehensive textbook . I t shoul d refe r t o existin g documentation , whic h shoul d b e 
identified an d mad e par t o f th e database . Creatin g suc h a  cor e documen t woul d b e 
instrumental in identifying remainin g gaps in the more specialized HA/E A literature, so 
that further effort s may be directed a t filling these. Th e whole process should be guided 
from th e onse t by feedback fro m country-leve l experts . Countr y studies and worksho p 
should be held to provide the necessary link with field situations in a variety of settings. 
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