
Proposal Outline 
The meeting identified th e need to address the following priorities in the formulation of 
project proposals that would help to develop additional core materials on the application 
of HA as part o f EA: 

Priority A 

# 1  Cor e materials librar y and databas e 

Priority B  - short-term 

# 2  Country-leve l assessment s 

# 3  Developmen t o f a generic guidance document 

Priority B  • long-term 

# 4  Additiona l cor e materials productio n 

# 5  Regiona l an d country-leve l capacity-buildin g programme s 

Bearing i n mind th e activitie s alread y underwa y a t the initiativ e o f WHO, PEEM an d 
several nationa l institutions , a s wel l a s th e initia l focu s o n Southeas t Asi a an d th e 
Western Pacific , th e group emphasised tha t proposal s should fit  in with these regiona l 
efforts whil e at the same time provide methods and material s in support of activities in 
other part s of the world. Clos e cooperation wit h WHO and it s collaborative network s 
would therefor e b e essential . 

It was unanimously felt that the establishment of a Core materials library and database (# 
1) would b e a  priority objectiv e fo r immediat e implementation onc e the resource s and 
a suitabl e hos t institutio n ha d bee n identified . Al l existin g cor e material s shoul d b e 
identified, traced , described an d categorized , brought together in a  database an d made 
available to potential users. Thi s would need to be an ongoing activity, to be undertaken 
in clos e associatio n wit h existin g internationa l programme s o n environmenta l 
epidemiology, environmenta l management , ris k assessmen t an d impac t assessment , 
several o f which operat e within WH O (GEENET , PEEM , HEADLAMP) . 

It wa s als o agree d tha t whil e Country-level  assessments  (#  2)  o f skill s an d material s 
required (i.e. , needs of target audiences ) would be a  very high priority, i t should ru n in 
parallel with th e Development  of  a generic guidance document  {# 3),  so that thes e tw o 
processes would be mutually catalytic. Whil e a draft generic guidance document would 
be indispensabl e i n country-leve l need s assessments , it s furthe r developmen t woul d 
benefit greatl y fro m th e findings of such assessments . I n consultatio n with WHO, the 
countries i n greates t nee d o f assessmen t shoul d b e identifie d a t a n earl y stag e an d a 
number o f the m selecte d fo r earl y implementation . Simultaneously , a  draf t generi c 
document shoul d b e produced with the help of consultants . 
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Although the components with the most long-term focus , the Development of additional 
core materials (# 4)  an d th e initiatio n o f Regional  and  country-level  capacity  building 
programmes (# J ) woul d clearl y nee d t o buil d o n th e outpu t generate d b y the earlie r 
activities, an d describin g the m i n sufficien t detai l woul d consequentl y nee d t o b e 
deferred t o a  later stage . 

Summary 

In respons e t o recommendation s mad e o n environmen t an d healt h b y th e 10t h 
Commonwealth Health Minister s Meeting (Cyprus , 1992), an expert group meeting was 
arranged t o prepar e suggestion s fo r improvin g th e rol e o f healt h assessmen t (HA ) in 
overall environmenta l assessmen t (EA ) o f projects , plan s an d policies . Ther e wa s 
considerable consensu s tha t suc h a n improvemen t woul d depen d o n man y factors , 
including increase d awarenes s o f th e importanc e o f huma n healt h i n th e economi c 
development effort , mor e appropriat e legislatio n an d mor e adequatel y traine d huma n 
resources. Concentratin g o n the training needs , the meeting went on by establishing a 
logical framework o f EA components, which led to the identification o f skills required 
and key sources of information t o be used. I t was demonstrated tha t the framework ca n 
be used to identify trainin g goals for EA team members in charge of health assessment , 
review, monitoring and ongoing evaluation (audit) , but also in external specialists serving 
as sources of information i n the E A process. 

The group recognised tha t a  wealth o f training material s was already available . A  few 
of these were briefly reviewed, but the need was felt to complete this effort an d to bring 
all suitable material s together i n a  database, which should b e continuously kep t up-to-
date an d mad e accessibl e t o practitioners.  Th e grou p als o note d variou s ongoin g 
attempts to improve HA in EA, particularly those underway in the collaborating centres 
networks o f WH O an d PEE M i n various countries , includin g importan t initiative s i n 
some Commonwealt h states . A  focu s was noted i n th e Southeas t Asia n an d Wester n 
Pacific Region s of WHO, where there was still considerable scop e fo r advancement . 

The group concluded b y expressing the need fo r a  full projec t proposal , focusing on the 
creation of a core training document and assembled core materials, which would facilitate 
collaboration with WHO (with potential for UNEP support) and a number of institutions 
in UK and the Asia-Pacific. I n order to maximize the utility of the meeting' s findings, 
the deliberations were concluded b y prioritizing a  number o f components (immediate , 
short-term an d long-term) t o be incorporated i n a  proposal. 
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