
Preface 

In April 1992 , a group of university academics and administrators fro m 
all parts of th e Commonwealth me t in Singapore to consider ho w best 
to promot e th e flo w o f student s int o th e universitie s o f developin g 
countries from othe r Commonwealth universities , against the grain of a 
long histor y o f outwar d movement . I t wa s a  notabl y well-prepare d 
meeting, wit h paper s speciall y commissione d fro m te n countrie s t o 
describe and analyse the current situation and the obstacles to improve-
ment. Th e meetin g wa s charge d wit h th e tas k o f proposin g way s o f 
overcoming those obstacles. 

In this book, Professor Lalag e Bown has spun togethe r the results of 
that meeting, including the background documentation , into a rich and 
informative narrative . I t provides , fro m man y differen t nationa l 
perspectives, a  thoroug h analysi s o f th e polic y issue s and preoccupa -
tions which concern governments and universitie s alike; it gets behind 
the rhetori c int o th e facts . Th e dat a i t assembles , an d it s challengin g 
case studie s o f particula r countrie s an d universities , ar e importan t 
references fo r anyone working in the field of international education in 
Commonwealth countries and elsewhere . 

But the book is more than a collection of information an d opinions: it 
is a  cal l fo r action , an d specificall y fo r leadershi p fro m th e Common -
wealth, whic h stand s fo r s o man y o f th e value s whic h th e writer s 
uphold. For the most part that leadership must come from withi n insti-
tutions and governments , and thi s volume contains many examples of 
where it could be most effective . 

The Commonwealth Secretaria t recognise s tha t i t too has a catalyti c 
role t o play , t o th e exten t tha t it s resource s permit . On e Secretaria t 
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response is described in Appendix 2 of this book, which details how the 
Secretariat ha s take n th e lea d i n assemblin g th e Commonwealt h 
Universities Study Abroa d Consortiu m comprisin g twenty-eigh t insti -
tutions fro m al l part s o f th e Commonwealth . I n Augus t 199 3 thes e 
universities committe d themselve s formall y t o tak e actio n t o provid e 
opportunities fo r thei r student s t o stud y i n othe r universitie s i n th e 
developing worl d a s a  par t o f thei r course , and t o give ful l academi c 
credit for this. 

Alongside co-operative endeavours like the Commonwealth Scholar -
ship an d Fellowshi p Pla n an d th e Commonwealt h o f Learning , thi s 
initiative, an d th e studen t movement s whic h wil l flow  fro m it , wil l 
demonstrate that the countries of the Commonwealth continue to take a 
lead i n th e internationalisation o f educatio n fro m whic h the y all , both 
industrialised and developing, will gain. 

Emeka Anyaoku 
Commonwealth Secretary-Genera l 
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