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Context 
The concept o f internationalisin g Canadian universitie s i s currently a n 
issue of considerable interest . The Smith Commission, an independen t 
commission established by the Association of Universities and Colleges 
of Canada , recommende d tha t internationalisatio n b e integrate d int o 
the mission statement of every university (Smith et al, 1991). This would 
require bot h adaptin g th e curriculu m i n Canad a an d encouragin g 
Canadians to pursue studies abroad. 

The AUC C i s full y awar e bot h o f Europea n scheme s t o promot e 
greater studen t mobilit y an d o f recen t Commonwealt h call s fo r mor e 
two-way mobilit y betwee n post-industria l an d developin g countrie s 
(Commonwealth Secretariat , 1989 and 1991). 

At th e en d o f Octobe r 1991 , the Internationa l Divisio n o f AUC C 
committed themselve s to undertake a preliminary study on the flow of 
Canadian student s t o Commonwealt h developin g countries , fo r th e 
Commonwealth Secretariat . To date, very little research had been done 
in thi s area , an d littl e wa s know n abou t th e out-flo w o f Canadia n 
students to educational institutions abroad. 

This pilo t stud y wa s base d upo n questionnaire s an d interviews . I t 
has attempte d t o reflec t som e perception s o f administrativ e staf f a t 
Canadian universities and awards organisations, as well as a number of 
Canadian student s who could b e contacted. It provides an overview of 
the situation and highlights some general trends. 

Findings must be qualified b y its limited data base. In 1987, only 439 
Canadians wer e studyin g a t th e post-secondar y leve l i n developin g 
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countries in Africa , Asi a and Oceania . The enquiry remains of interest , 
however, becaus e o f th e qualitativ e conten t o f responses . Canadia n 
universities d o indicat e a n interes t i n strengthenin g thei r link s wit h 
universities i n th e developing countrie s o f th e Commonwealth , whil e 
Canadian student s voic e th e desir e t o lear n mor e abou t th e socio -
cultural and economic environments of these countries. 

AUCC and the internationalisation of  Canadian 
universities 
Two specific issues which the Smith Commission Report highlights are 
the importanc e o f stay s abroa d a s par t o f co-operativ e educationa l 
programmes, and th e internationalisation o f research. The promotion of 
regional studies, history, culture and language are equally necessary. 

According t o Willia m Saywell , Presiden t an d Vice-Chancello r o f 
Simon Frase r Universit y i n Britis h Columbia , internationalisatio n 
implies not only th e presence o f foreig n student s o n campus , but als o 
exchange arrangement s an d programme s i n foreig n countrie s fo r 
students an d facult y -  an d th e administrativ e structure s t o suppor t 
such programmes (Saywell 1991). 

The Commission recommended tha t federal governmen t agencies be 
asked t o fun d th e increasin g numbe r o f opportunitie s fo r studie s 
abroad an d educationa l exchanges . I n Canada , bot h provincia l an d 
federal government s pla y a  rol e i n fundin g universities . (Althoug h 
autonomous, almost all Canadian universitie s receive the vast majorit y 
of thei r fund s fro m publi c sources. ) Whil e ther e i s no Departmen t o f 
Education a t th e federa l level , eac h provinc e ha s a  Ministr y o f 
Education responsible for the organisation and administration of public 
education. 

In 1991, the AUCC carried out a survey of its 89 member universitie s 
on th e topi c o f 'Globalisation : Challenge s an d Opportunitie s fo r 
Canadian Universities'. Some of the findings were as follows: 

• 4 4 o f 7 1 universitie s declare d tha t thei r internationa l rol e wa s 
mentioned i n thei r mission statemen t (6 4 per cen t include in thi s 
role the internationa l experienc e t o be provided t o Canadian an d 
foreign students ) 

• 2 5 of 71 universities require knowledge of a second language 
• 4 8 of 71 universities offer student s an opportunity to live for some 

time or even up to a year in another country 
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• 3 1 of 68 universities allow students to integrate their internationa l 
experience into their programme of studies 

• 5 1 o f 6 6 universitie s state d tha t the y wer e activel y engage d i n 
human resource s development i n developing countries through a 
teaching programme 

A general statistical picture 
Canada rank s fifth among host countries in the world i n the number of 
international student s received , an d student s fro m abroa d mak e u p 
close to 20 per cent of its student population. In 1987-88, this country's 
international student s came mainly from Hon g Kong, the United States, 
the Philippines, China, Malaysia, the United Kingdom and Singapore. 

Since ther e i s no requiremen t o f a  lega l clearanc e t o leav e Canada , 
there i s n o direc t sourc e o f informatio n o n th e numbe r o f Canadia n 
students goin g abroad . Th e Unesc o Statistical  Yearbook i s limite d (a s 
Callan an d Steel e hav e explaine d i n Chapte r 8) . Th e onl y wa y t o 
remedy thi s lack o f information woul d b e t o carry out survey s in hos t 
countries, and even this route might not produce complete information . 

According to Céline Fortier (1990), the Canadian studen t body at the 
post-secondary leve l i n Canad a increase d fro m 606,90 7 i n 198 0 t o 
770,100 i n 1987 . In 1987 , 53.5 pe r cen t o f thes e student s wer e a t th e 
undergraduate leve l an d onl y 6. 2 pe r cen t a t th e graduat e level . Th e 
number of Canadians studying abroad increased from 17,92 9 in 1980 to 
19,975 in 1987 . Of th e latter figure , seven Canadians studie d i n Africa , 
277 in Asia , 15 5 in Oceania , 3,845 in Europ e an d 15,69 1 in th e Unite d 
States. The breakdown by level of study was 55.9 per cent at the under-
graduate leve l an d 3 9 per cen t a t th e graduate level . As shal l b e see n 
later, this last figure does not correspond t o the level of study of partici-
pants i n thi s survey , n o doub t becaus e fund s availabl e fo r stud y i n 
Commonwealth developing countries focus on graduate studies. 

Conduct of the survey 
The methodolog y use d i n thi s researc h wa s simila r t o tha t use d b y 
Callan an d Steele . Due t o the paucit y o f backgroun d informatio n an d 
the limite d tim e availabl e i t wa s decide d t o us e questionnaire s an d 
interviews a s a means o f collecting data . These have th e advantage of 
collecting response s o n focuse d item s o f interest , an d allowin g fo r 
comparative studie s with othe r countries , the International Divisio n of 
AUCC maintaine d clos e liaiso n wit h th e U K Counci l fo r Oversea s 
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Student Affair s i n the preparation o f these questionnaires. By soliciting 
responses fro m bot h student s and universities , it was hoped tha t bot h 
individual and institutional perspectives might be better reflected . 

Two questionnaire s wer e prepared , targetin g Canadia n institution s 
and Canadia n student s wh o ha d studie d i n 5 1 Commonwealth devel -
oping countries . Question s fel l int o tw o categories : close d question s 
which require d a  'yes' , 'no' , o r optiona l answer ; an d ope n question s 
which solicite d feedbac k an d recommendations . (Information acquire d 
through the latter category of questions has been reflected i n the survey 
results in the following pages. ) 

The institutional questionnaire was prepared i n English and French , to 
respond t o the needs of al l Canadian universitie s who are members of 
the AUCC . I t sough t bot h quantitativ e an d subjectiv e informatio n 
related to: 

• type s of exchange programmes in which the university is engaged 
• source s of financial suppor t 
• Canadia n scholarship administrative structure s 
• number s o f Canadia n student s abroa d i n eac h o f th e 

Commonwealth developing countries, since 1980 
• assessmen t o f th e availabilit y i n Canad a o f informatio n o n 

Commonwealth developing country universities 
• opinion s o n th e obstacle s o f Canadia n studen t mobilit y t o 

Commonwealth developing countries 
• th e impetu s fo r a n exchang e programm e wit h a  universit y i n a 

Commonwealth developing country 

The institutional questionnair e wa s sent t o the 58 International Liaiso n 
Officers (ILOs ) who are charged by their university to coordinate inter -
national issue s i n thei r institution , an d t o thre e organisation s tha t 
administer award s fo r oversea s study : th e Canadia n Commonwealt h 
Scholarship an d Fellowshi p Pla n Committe e o f th e AUCC ; th e 
International Developmen t Researc h Centr e (IDRC); and th e Canadia n 
Bureau fo r Internationa l Educatio n (CBIE) . O f th e universities , 2 2 
responded (3 4 pe r cent) ; n o francophon e universit y wa s amon g th e 
respondents. All three organisations solicited provided replies . 

The student questionnaire,  prepare d i n Englis h only , sough t informa -
tion on: 

• persona l motiv e fo r choosin g t o study o r undertake researc h i n a 
Commonwealth developing country 
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• academi c level obtained prior to going abroad 
• field  o f study abroad 
• financia l suppor t 
• typ e and duration of stay abroad 
• assessmen t o f acces s t o information o n hos t countr y an d univer -

sity administrative and academic structures 
• assessmen t o f Canadia n mechanism s whic h promot e studen t 

mobility to Commonwealth developing countries 
• suggestion s fo r area s o f improvemen t withi n th e hos t countr y 

(both academic and non-academic ) 

The questionnair e wa s sen t t o th e 2 0 Canadia n scholar s wh o ha d 
studied i n Commonwealth developin g countrie s between 1980-90 , and 
could b e trace d throug h th e Commonwealt h Scholarshi p an d 
Fellowship Plan. It was also sent to 40 Canadian embassies in the coun-
tries involved , wit h th e reques t tha t the y forwar d i t t o an y Canadia n 
student who m the y coul d contact . A t th e AUCC' s request , CBI E an d 
IDRC sent th e questionnaire t o thei r 49 awardees, and IDR C posted a 
notice in its international newsletter. International Liaison Officers wer e 
asked t o forwar d th e questionnair e t o relevan t student s i n thei r insti -
tutions. O f th e 6 9 student s contacted , 2 1 (3 0 pe r cent ) responded , 
including three participants who had studie d i n the 1970s and 1 8 in the 
1980s. Ten hos t countrie s wer e involved : Ghana , Hon g Kong , India , 
Jamaica, Kenya, Lesotho, Malaysia, Papua Ne w Guinea , Sri Lanka an d 
Zimbabwe. 

With limite d tim e available , interviews  took plac e wit h programm e 
administrators o f th e AUCC, IDRC, CBIE, and th e Social Sciences an d 
Humanities Research Counci l o f Canada (SSHRC) , as well as with one 
Canadian studen t wh o has been t o Ghana i n the 1970s. Feedback fro m 
these interview s i s reflecte d i n th e analysi s o n th e followin g pages , 
which represent the distillation of a substantial piece of research. 

Canadian universities:  Programmes  and 
viewpoints 
Exchange Programmes  The majorit y o f respondin g universitie s d o no t 
have an exchange  programme whereby Canadia n student s ca n stud y o r 
conduct researc h i n a  developing countr y o f th e Commonwealth. Thi s 
may reflect a  perceived lack of interest on the part of the students wh o 
seem to prefer t o study in the United States , Europe, or Latin America , 
or wh o op t fo r studie s i n science/technolog y an d fee l tha t th e 
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developing countries cannot offer stron g programmes in these areas. A 
lack o f interes t o n th e par t o f th e potentia l hos t institutions/countrie s 
was als o cited . Insufficien t financial  resource s i s considere d a  majo r 
obstacle to the establishment of an exchange programme. 

Only fou r o f th e 5 8 universitie s approache d offe r a  Canada -
Common-wealth developin g countr y exchang e programme . Al l fou r 
programmes are founded o n contacts established by individual profes -
sors or the university's historical emphasis on such a link. Respondents 
underlined th e availability of external funding a s a major contributor to 
the success of thei r programmes . In al l cases , the Canadian institutio n 
recognises th e exchang e a s formin g par t o f th e student' s degre e 
programme, an d fo r tw o universities , th e exchang e i s a  requirement . 
Among th e fou r universitie s whic h hav e a n exchang e programm e i n 
place, all fields of study are covered, although agriculture , the arts and 
administration ar e highlighted , whil e language s an d medicin e ar e i n 
some case s restricted . Exchang e programme s appl y t o al l level s o f 
study excep t Diploma / Certificate , althoug h th e emphasis i s on grad -
uate studies, possibly due to the availability of funding at that level. 

Among th e remaining respondents , one university i s in th e proces s 
of developin g programme s whic h includ e exchange s wit h developin g 
countries, and anothe r has indicated a n interest to set up a  programme 
with Commonwealth developing countries in the future . 

Financial support  Althoug h potentia l source s o f externa l fundin g 
exist, fe w universitie s offe r financia l suppor t fo r stud y i n Common -
wealth developin g countries . Only tw o o f th e fou r universitie s whic h 
offer a n exchange programme provid e financial support . Of these two, 
only on e institutio n consider s thi s financia l suppor t adequate . Whil e 
this is a very small sample , it is indicative of the low level of internall y 
available resources that such programmes have to offer . 

Many universit y respondents , however , suggeste d externa l source s 
of support , including : the Associatio n o f Commonwealth Universities , 
CIDA, CSFP , th e Commonwealt h Foundation , Externa l Affair s an d 
International Trad e Canada , IDRC , and som e universit y scholarship s 
and programmes. Thus, there was an awareness of possible funding fo r 
students wh o ar e prepare d t o appl y t o externa l sources . Programm e 
staff ca n als o facilitat e th e proces s by havin g applicatio n form s avail -
able in thei r offices , an d b y keeping abreas t o f eac h funder' s selectio n 
criteria, as well as new sources of money. 

Administrative structures for award schemes Th e administrative struc -
ture of the Commonwealth Scholarship and Fellowship Plan is satisfac-
tory, according to respondents. The application guidelines, the selection 
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process and th e follow-up procedure s all live up to the expectations of 
Canadian universities . 

Respondents were also satisfied wit h th e operation o f other scholar -
ship/fellowship programme s i n whic h thei r universitie s participated . 
These included : IDR C Youn g Canadia n Researche r Awards , CID A 
Awards for Canadians (administered b y CBIE), CIDA programmes fo r 
Botswana, Lesotho , Swaziland an d Malaw i Scholarshi p Fund , CIDA' s 
Africa 200 0 Programme , Jamaic a Trainin g Plan , Canada-Carico m 
Scholarship Programme, Kenya Genera l Training Fund, Pan-American 
Health Organisation , Healt h Manpowe r Trainin g Programme, and th e 
British Columbi a Scholar s and Student s Programme s (currentl y bein g 
established). 

It is, however, important t o note that, with exception of the first tw o 
awards listed above, all of these programmes bring students to Canada. 

Commonwealth developing  country  universities Mos t universitie s d o 
not have the resources t o track th e number o f thei r students who hav e 
studied i n developing countries of the Commonwealth sinc e 1980. Only 
two universitie s wer e abl e t o provid e figure s of , respectively , 2 2 
students and 37 students for the period in question. 

The mechanism s use d b y Commonwealt h developin g countrie s t o 
inform Canadia n student s an d attrac t the m t o thei r universitie s coul d 
be greatl y improved . Te n respondent s rate d th e effectivenes s o f 
Commonwealth developin g countr y informatio n o n thei r educationa l 
institutions as not satisfactory; only one rated it as adequate. 

Respondents di d demonstrat e a n awarenes s o f foreig n universit y 
programmes b y suggestin g a  rang e o f othe r source s o f information : 
Commonwealth Universities  Yearbook,  Awards  to  Commonwealth 
Universities, non-governmenta l organisation s suc h a s CUS O an d 
WUSC, development centres , embassies, professors and other academic 
staff, and university resource centres. 

Recommendations Comment s o n th e opportunitie s an d obstacle s 
faced b y a  Canadia n studen t considerin g stud y i n a  Commonwealt h 
developing countr y wer e heavily weighte d o n th e negative end o f th e 
scale, and recommendations put forth were major and involved consid -
erable cost . The 1 6 respondents to this question underline d th e lack of 
financial suppor t available , th e shortag e o f informatio n o n th e 
programmes (an d i n particular , th e equivalence s fo r diploma s 
obtained), and th e absence of dialogue and communication. In addition 
to a general lac k of awareness of th e developing countries in question , 
specific concern s (suc h a s th e absenc e o f an y welcomin g structur e o r 
medical insurance) were put forth . 
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The recommendation s provide d b y respondent s t o find  way s t o 
effectively overcom e these obstacles included: 

• explorin g th e Europea n programme s mentione d earlie r fo r 
elements tha t migh t appl y t o th e Commonwealt h developin g 
countries 

• developin g graduat e fiel d researc h programme s i n Common -
wealth developing countries in order to enable Canadian student s 
to engage in field research 

• encouragin g th e Commonwealt h Secretaria t t o establis h a  2: 1 
matching fun d fo r eac h studen t wishin g t o stud y i n th e 
Commonwealth developing countries 

For overseas study:  An organisational conspectus 
Of th e thre e award s organisation s consulted , tw o ar e linke d wit h 
Canadian resources , and on e is linked directl y with awarding agencie s 
in Commonwealt h developin g countries . O f particula r not e ar e th e 
numbers of applicants compared t o the number o f awards granted fo r 
the three organisations. Over a nine year period, 291 Canadian applica -
tions were receive d fo r th e CSFP awards -  2 0 Canadians wer e recipi -
ents; 4 8 applie d fo r CID A Award s fo r Canadian s betwee n 198 9 an d 
1992 - 2 6 awards were granted; while 80 to 100 candidates applied eac h 
year fo r IDR C award s i n al l developin g countrie s betwee n 198 2 an d 
1991 - 6 4 awards were given fo r stud y i n Commonwealth developin g 
countries. 

(a) Commonwealth  Scholarship and Fellowship Plan Th e plan has been 
described b y Calla n an d Steel e i n Chapte r 8 . I t i s th e responsi -
bility o f th e Canadia n Secretaria t t o publicis e thes e award s i n 
Canadian universities . Th e Award s Divisio n o f AUC C ha s 
administered thi s programme o n behal f o f Externa l Affair s an d 
International Trad e Canad a sinc e it s inception . Unde r it , th e 
Canadian Committe e ma y nominat e Canadian s fo r Common -
wealth scholarship s offere d by : Ghana , Hon g Kong , India , 
Jamaica, Nigeria , Sierr a Leone , Sr i Lanka , an d Trinida d an d 
Tobago. Between 1981 and 1989 , India had four awards each year 
for Canada, while the others offered betwee n one and ten awards 
for al l Commonwealth countries . In som e cases , the awards ar e 
offered fo r researc h onl y toward s a Canadian degree , the other s 
are fo r postgraduat e stud y toward s a  Master' s o r Ph.D . degree, 
with a minimum tenure of one year. 
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The onl y countr y wit h restriction s a s t o fiel d o f stud y i s 
Trinidad an d Tobago , wher e th e awar d ma y onl y appl y t o 
Agriculture, Economics and Engineering . 

The minimum value of awards includes the student's travel to 
and fro m th e awarding country, a monthly living allowance and 
payment o f al l compulsor y tuitio n fees . A s thi s suppor t i s 
deemed inadequat e i n som e countrie s whic h offe r awards , th e 
Government o f Canad a pay s a  supplementar y livin g allowanc e 
of $250 per month to award recipients . 

Between 198 1 an d 1990 , a  tota l o f 29 1 Canadia n candidate s 
applied fo r award s tenabl e i n developin g countrie s o f th e 
Commonwealth throug h th e CSFP , 2 0 Canadian s receive d 
awards, fo r stud y i n th e followin g countries : Ghana , Nigeria , 
Hong Kong , India , Sr i Lank a an d Malaysi a (whic h n o longe r 
offers an award). 

(b) CIDA  Awards  for  Canadians  Th e Canadia n Burea u fo r 
International Educatio n ha s administere d thi s programm e o n 
behalf o f CID A sinc e 1989 . Incorporated i n 1966 , the CBI E i s a 
national, non-profi t organisatio n comprisin g educationa l insti -
tutions an d individual s workin g togethe r t o promot e interna -
tional education , internationa l developmen t an d intercultura l 
understanding. It s focu s i s o n internationa l students , bot h th e 
non-Canadians studyin g in Canada an d th e Canadians studyin g 
abroad. 

Up t o 50 awards ca n be given each yea r fo r studyin g i n ove r 
100 developin g countries . Th e programm e cover s th e field s 
involved i n thi s survey , wit h restriction s i n Medicin e an d th e 
exclusion o f Technolog y an d student s ma y participat e a t th e 
postgraduate level . The value of each award i s $25,000 per year , 
and covers all related expenses in most cases. 

From 198 9 to 1992 , 26 awardees travelled  t o Commonwealt h 
developing countries, while a total of 48 Canadians had applied . 

(c) DRC  Young  Canadian  Researcher  awards  Th e Internationa l 
Development Researc h Centr e wa s establishe d i n 197 0 a s a n 
autonomous publi c corporation , wit h th e mandat e t o stimulat e 
and suppor t researc h respondin g t o the priorities of developin g 
countries. The award programme was created in 1982 as a means 
of encouragin g Canadia n graduat e student s (primaril y Ph.D . 
candidates) t o becom e involve d i n internationa l developmen t 
research, and strengthenin g links between Canadian universitie s 
and developin g countr y researc h institutions . Th e programm e 
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covers only the overseas field research , and i s available to grad-
uate students who intend to conduct their thesis field researc h in 
a developin g countr y o n a  topi c o f relevanc e t o IDRC . Eligible 
fields of study include: 
• A t the Ph.D . level: Agriculture, Food an d Nutritio n Sciences , 

Communications/Media, Eart h an d Engineerin g Sciences , 
Health Sciences, Information Sciences , Social Sciences 

• A t th e Master' s level : Communications/Media , Healt h 
Sciences, Information Sciences , Environmental Policy 

Award tenur e corresponds t o the period o f field research i n the devel-
oping country; in general, a minimum of three months and a  maximum 
of 1 2 months, which may be extended t o a maximum of 24 months fo r 
Ph.D. student s whos e fiel d researc h require s mor e tha n 1 2 months . 
Awards cove r a  maximu m o f $20,000 , o r $40,00 0 fo r thos e Ph.D . 
students whose research require s more than 1 2 months. This is consid-
ered adequate in most cases. 

Between 198 2 an d 1991 , 64 awardee s travelle d t o Commonwealt h 
developing countries , whil e som e 80-10 0 candidate s appl y fo r IDR C 
awards eac h yea r fo r al l developin g countries . On e o f th e selectio n 
criteria for thes e awards in the relevance of the candidate's research t o 
IDRC's priorities . Give n tha t IDR C support s researc h i n developin g 
countries, applications involvin g researc h i n th e newl y industrialisin g 
countries such as Hong Kong and Singapore would no t be considered a 
high priority. 

The awards organisations expressed views on: 

(a) Administration: 
• to o much time is needed t o obtain a research permit in certain 

countries 
(b) Communications: 

• no t enough information i s provided in Canadian universitie s 
• littl e awareness o n th e par t o f Canadia n student s o f oversea s 

programmes and thei r funding wa s inevitably a concern, since 
there seemed t o be a lack of resources in Canada and oversea s 
stays wer e ofte n inordinatel y costly . Th e Canadia n CSF P 
administrator, as an intermediary betwee n awardin g agencie s 
in Commonwealt h developin g countrie s an d Canadia n 
students voiced the following concerns: 

• th e amount of funding i s insufficient fo r the purpose 
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• ther e i s ver y littl e communicatio n fo r th e awardin g agenc y 
following th e announcement o f th e awar d 

The thre e agencie s als o passe d o n complaint s tha t the y hav e receive d 
from thei r awardee s (mos t o f whic h wil l als o be foun d i n th e followin g 
section on th e student questionnaires) , such as the difficult livin g condi -
tions, th e inefficiencie s o f th e awardin g agencie s an d th e universit y 
authorities, and th e insufficiency o f funds . 

The student viewpoint 
Personal motivation Th e reasons provide d fo r th e decision t o study i n a 
Commonwealth developin g countr y wer e extremel y individual , an d 
seem mor e relate d t o th e personalit y o f th e participan t rathe r tha n t o 
the effort s o f an y on e institutio n (Canadia n o r overseas ) t o attrac t 
students. 

Reasons provide d included : encouragemen t o f professor s an d 
friends; previou s wor k wit h a  non-governmental organisation ; persona l 
contacts i n a  developin g country ; persona l interest s i n a  developin g 
country issue , for example , Easter n religio n an d Sanskri t religiou s liter -
ature i n India , th e effec t o f Chines e politica l an d economi c change s o n 
Hong Kong , the political an d ideologica l histor y o f th e liberation wa r i n 
Zimbabwe. Nevertheless , informatio n receive d o n availabl e bursarie s 
seems t o have sparked th e initial interest s i n overseas study . 

Study abroa d seem s more attractive t o students a t th e graduate level , 
perhaps becaus e th e availabl e award s favou r Master' s an d Ph.D . 
studies. O f th e respondent s (al l o f who m ha d a  Bachelor' s degree) , 
almost hal f ha d a  Master' s degree . Durin g thei r sta y overseas , six wer e 
Ph.D. candidate s an d seve n followe d a  Master' s programm e (althoug h 
only thre e complete d it) . Whil e al l th e field s o f stud y excep t 
Engineering dre w candidates , Humanitie s seem s t o b e th e mos t 
popular field . 

Financial support  Withou t externa l financia l assistance , ver y fe w 
Canadian student s woul d b e able to pursue studie s overseas. The fund s 
provided wer e considere d adequat e b y respondents . Mos t wer e th e 
beneficiaries o f award s fro m on e or another o f th e three awards organi -
sations highlighted i n this study (CSFP, CIDA and IDRC) . 

However, a  fe w othe r source s wer e cited : th e Socia l Science s an d 
Humanities Researc h Council , th e Indo-Canadia n Shastr i Institute , 
McMaster University , th e Quebe c Government , th e Woodro w Wilso n 
Fellowship an d Canadia n Crossroad s International . Th e fac t tha t onl y 
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one o f thes e appeare d i n th e lis t o f potentia l source s pu t fort h i n th e 
institutional questionnaires indicates that ILOs are not as well informe d 
as they might be in this area, and tha t perhaps an annual compilation of 
a complet e lis t o f source s migh t for m par t o f futur e plan s increasin g 
overseas stud y opportunities . Sponsorship fund s an d fe e subsidie s d o 
not figur e ver y highl y on th e lis t of source s of financia l support . Her e 
again i s an opportunit y fo r explorin g whethe r thi s i s due t o unavail -
ability or simply lack of awareness. 

The stay abroad Perhaps the most revealing and encouraging piece of 
data is that most students (15 of the 21 respondents) accomplished thei r 
academic goals . Although th e sampl e wa s s o small , thi s does sugges t 
that, despit e al l o f th e obstacle s liste d b y student s an d institutions , 
students d o by and larg e achieve wha t the y se t out t o do durin g thei r 
stay abroad. 

Most student s travelle d t o a Commonwealth developin g countr y i n 
order to conduct research as an integral par t of thei r home institution' s 
programme. Whil e stud y wa s ofte n a  componen t o f thei r stay , i t wa s 
rarely their primary purpose. 

A fair number o f participants were working towards a degree at the 
host institution, indicating that the fear that a foreign degree would no t 
be recognised i n Canada i s not a s widespread a s might originall y ha s 
been thought . Work tours , study tour s and cultura l exchange s are not 
frequent undoubtedl y due to the lack of available funds and th e possi-
bility of participating in such programmes through othe r channels . For 
most students , thei r tim e spen t abroa d range d fro m on e t o tw o year s 
and was considered sufficient . 

Assessment of administrative and academic structures  Informatio n o n 
the receiving country and universit y is not readily available in Canada. 
That acces s t o suc h basi c informatio n i s difficul t t o obtai n n o doub t 
discourages many potential candidates early in the application process . 
There is a great variatio n i n the students ' evaluations of th e host insti -
tutions, but fo r th e most part , the assessments wer e on th e low end of 
the scale (average to below average). That the universities received such 
low ratings calls for further investigation and analysis. 

Students' comments  Overall , th e student s wer e impresse d wit h th e 
awards administrator s and/o r organisation s an d please d wit h thei r 
overseas experience. 

Their recommendation s are , fo r th e mos t part , quit e realistic , an d 
focus on the availability of information an d advice , as well as the appli-
cation process itself. It seems that the provision of some documentation 
would g o a long way towards solving many of the students ' concerns, 
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without involvin g tremendou s costs . The suggestion s ca n b e divide d 
into two categories: 

(a) Whil e in Canada: 
• mor e informatio n o n th e hos t countr y an d institution , avail -

able bursaries, and programme s 
• greate r awareness of Canadian equivalences for overseas study 
• streamlinin g th e bureaucrati c mechanism s o f th e applicatio n 

processes 
• improvin g link s between th e Canadia n award s organisation s 

and the host institutions 
• mor e tim e betwee n th e announcemen t o f th e award / 

acceptance int o hos t countr y programm e an d departur e 
date/beginning of classes 

• learnin g a foreign languag e 
(b) Whil e in the host country: 

• stayin g in better contact with the Canadian High Commission 
• bein g welcome d upo n arriva l i n th e hos t country , an d 

receiving information o n registration at the host university 
• bette r accommodation 
• reducin g government controls in the host country 

A sentiment of insecurity was voiced by many of the respondents, often 
linked t o difficult livin g conditions. Women respondents , in particular , 
mentioned cultura l differences an d fea r of travelling alone. These issues 
cannot b e permanentl y solve d b y on e organisation ; onl y increase d 
internationalisation (suc h a s throug h thes e programmes ) wil l hel p 
minimise them . Ther e are , however , a  fe w measure s tha t migh t b e 
taken t o eas e students ' livin g condition s an d increas e securit y fo r 
women. 

Conclusion 
This pilo t stud y undertoo k t o surve y th e perception s o f Canadia n 
university administrator s o f programme s whic h suppor t stud y i n a 
Commonwealth developin g country , a s wel l a s th e experience s o f 
Canadian students in those countries. While the response rate cannot be 
considered scientific , the answers and comments are probably represen-
tative o f th e situation . Whe n thes e answer s an d comment s fro m 
all types of respondent universities , awards organisations and student s 
- severa l commo n theme s emerge : communications , fundin g an d 
administration. 
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Communications 
• lac k o f informatio n o f hos t countrie s an d universities , o n 

programmes an d bursaries , o n equivalence s o f degrees , an d o n 
programmes of study overseas 

• communicatio n problems with host countries 
• a  nee d fo r increase d communicatio n wit h th e authoritie s 

(Canadian Hig h Commission , awar d organisation , hos t insti -
tution) 

• insufficien t understanding , o n th e par t o f th e hos t country , o f 
Canadian students ' needs 

Funding 
• lac k of resources in Canada 
• hig h cost of stays abroad 
• insufficien t amoun t o f fundin g provide d b y Commonwealt h 

developing country awards 

Administration 
• insufficien t tim e between announcemen t o f awar d an d departur e 

of student (often only two weeks) 
• to o muc h tim e require d t o obtai n fiel d researc h permi t i n hos t 

country 
• length y an d heav y administrativ e proces s i n Canad a an d i n hos t 

country 
• inadequat e accommodatio n i n hos t countries , an d questionabl e 

medical facilitie s 
• lac k of follow-up by awarding agencies and host universities 

Each hos t country , o f course , ha s it s strength s an d weaknesses , an d 
therefore th e above comments cannot be applied across-the-board t o all 
cases of overseas study. 

In general , th e universitie s emphasis e internationalisatio n an d 
cultural links , a s wel l a s th e nee d fo r mor e bursaries . Th e award s 
organisations als o cal l attention t o th e need fo r mor e funding , bu t ar e 
concerned b y th e lac k o f informatio n availabl e a s well . Finally , th e 
students are preoccupied b y the recognition o f their overseas studies in 
Canada, as well as the need for more security. 

On a  more positive note , the students hav e highlighted th e satisfac -
tion o f thei r oversea s stays , an d th e advantages , i n Commonwealt h 
countries, of being able t o study withi n a  familia r academi c structure . 
For thei r part , th e universitie s hav e underline d thei r interest s i n 
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establishing and maintainin g link s with universitie s i n Commonwealt h 
developing countries . Thes e shoul d b e th e startin g point s fo r an y 
expansion o f student mobilit y t o Commonwealth developin g countries . 

If thi s issue i s to be pursued , researcher s mus t g o back t o these thre e 
groups involved , i n order t o obtain a  broader spectru m o f responses , a s 
well mor e detaile d informatio n an d recommendation s o n man y o f th e 
aspects touche d upo n thi s preliminar y study . Onl y the n wil l i t b e 
possible t o prepare a  strategy tha t wil l bring abou t improvement s t o al l 
levels involved , fro m th e hos t universitie s an d institutions , t o th e 
awards organisation s whic h ar e actin g a s th e intermediar y i n man y 
cases, right  dow n t o th e crucia l rol e o f th e ILO s a s provider s o f infor -
mation an d advice . The importance of thi s last group cannot be stresse d 
enough, fo r i f th e students are no t receivin g sufficien t o r accurate infor -
mation an d advic e a s the y begi n th e applicatio n process , the y wil l 
become discouraged, los e interest and discontinu e th e process . 

While man y o f th e change s recommende d wil l requir e financia l 
input, thi s alon e wil l no t ensur e th e succes s o f th e exchang e 
programmes -  huma n resourc e inpu t i s jus t a s importan t t o thi s 
process. 

The nex t phase , tha t o f expandin g upo n th e initia l researc h tha t ha s 
been analyse d here , require s sufficien t tim e t o generat e an d evaluat e 
the information , a s wel l a s th e fund s necessar y t o conduc t a n in-dept h 
survey. As other writer s in thi s book have also said , i t is only once ther e 
is a solid foundatio n o f data tha t th e process of expansion an d improve -
ment ma y b e undertake n an d tha t th e governments , awardin g bodie s 
and institution s can evolve realistic policies . 

Note Th e AUC C i s th e nationa l organisatio n representin g 8 9 
Canadian universitie s an d university-leve l colleges , mandate d t o 
promote th e interest of higher education sinc e 1969. 
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