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10 
Academic Exchange Schemes in 

Malaysia 

Leong Yin Ching 

Preliminary 
Earlier chapter s hav e draw n attentio n t o th e principle s underlyin g th e 
globalisation o f highe r education , som e o f th e policie s an d issue s rel -
evant t o studen t exchang e an d som e o f th e factor s favourin g o r 
inhibiting it . Th e mai n perspective s hav e bee n thos e o f universitie s o f 
the South , whil e Sectio n Fou r surveye d North-Sout h studen t flow s 
from th e angl e o f countrie s an d institution s i n th e North . Thi s sectio n 
returns t o highe r educatio n institution s i n th e Sout h an d move s fro m 
analysis o f studen t flow s an d reason s behin d the m t o specifi c cas e 
studies. Th e followin g chapter s highligh t experiment s an d scheme s 
designed t o enhance studen t exchange . Malaysia ha s been chosen as th e 
first exampl e becaus e o f it s successfu l recor d i n ver y carefull y planned , 
small-scale exchang e programmes . Thi s succes s i s th e mor e notabl e 
because, i n contras t t o man y othe r Commonwealt h universities , 
Malaysian highe r education i s mostly not conducted i n English (Englis h 
language wa s seen as a selling point by Canadian students) . 

The Malaysian educational  system:  Context  for 
the cases 
The syste m o f forma l educatio n i n Malaysi a basicall y comprise s fou r 
levels, namel y primary , secondar y (lowe r an d upper) , post-secondar y 
or Form V I and tertiary . Normally, primar y schoolin g begins a t th e ag e 
of six and tertiar y education syste m commences at the age of 19. 

Children i n Malaysi a underg o si x years o f primar y schoolin g (whic h 
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is free though no t compulsory), either in the national schools , using the 
Malay languag e (Bahas a Malaysia ) o r i n Chinese-languag e o r Tamil -
language schools . O n completio n o f primar y schooling,  pupil s ar e 
promoted automaticall y t o the lower secondary level , with pupils fro m 
the nationa l primar y school s moving directly int o Form I , while thos e 
from Chinese-mediu m an d Tamil-mediu m school s make th e transitio n 
through a  year of 'remov e class ' where they concentrate on improvin g 
their proficienc y i n Bahas a Malaysia . Followin g thre e year s o f lowe r 
secondary schooling , student s tak e (fro m 1993 ) th e Lowe r Secondar y 
Evaluation (Penilaian  Menegah  Rendah).  Base d o n thei r performanc e i n 
this examination , student s eithe r procee d t o tw o year s o f uppe r 
secondary educatio n (i n th e academic, vocational o r technical streams ) 
or terminat e thei r schooling . A t th e en d o f tw o year s o f uppe r 
secondary education , student s tak e th e Malaysia n Certificat e o f 
Education (Sijil  Pelajaran Malaysia/SPM) or th e Malaysian Certificat e of 
Vocational Education (Sijil Pelajaran Vokasional Malaysia/SPVM). 

Students who wis h t o pursue universit y educatio n procee d t o Form 
VI. Followin g th e tw o years ' course , student s si t fo r th e Malaysia n 
Higher Schoo l Certificat e (Sijil  Tinggi  Persekolahan  Malaysia/STPM) 
examination. Ther e ar e alternativ e educationa l opportunitie s fo r 
students who do not wish to pursue a university education. Those with 
SPM o r STP M ma y see k colleg e leve l educatio n i n publi c o r privat e 
institutions. 

Higher education refers t o all courses of study above Form VI which 
leads to the award o f a degree, diploma o r certificate. In the Malaysian 
context, such courses of study are largely provided b y universities an d 
college-level institutions under the control of the Ministry of Education . 
Private institution s ar e playin g a n increasin g rol e i n providin g edu -
cation at this level, but they have been excluded fro m th e discussion in 
this chapter. 

The first universit y in Malaysia , the University of Malaya (Universiti 
Malaya), was established in Kuala Lumpur in 1962, five years after inde-
pendence, bu t it s origin s ca n b e trace d t o th e establishmen t o f Kin g 
Edward V I Colleg e o f Medicin e i n 190 5 and Raffle s Colleg e i n 1929 . 
These colleges were amalgamated t o form the nucleus of the University 
of Malaya in Singapore in 1949. In 1959, two divisions were established 
by the University, one in Kuala Lumpur an d anothe r i n Singapore, the 
former becoming the University of Malaya in 1962 , and th e latter being 
renamed th e Universit y o f Singapore , now th e National Universit y of 
Singapore. 

With th e achievemen t o f independenc e i n 1957 , th e Governmen t 
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began t o focu s o n th e developmen t o f tertiar y educatio n t o mee t th e 
manpower need s o f th e country . I n 1962 , th e Highe r Educatio n 
Planning Committe e wa s forme d an d it s recommendations , incorpo -
rated i n a  repor t i n 196 7 (Malaysia, 1967 ) served a s guidelines fo r th e 
expansion o f highe r educatio n fo r th e period 1967-85 . In line with th e 
policy of enhancing integration among students in institutions of higher 
learning, a  committe e wa s forme d t o stud y campu s lif e a t th e 
University o f Malaya . In 1971 , the Campus o r Majid Repor t containe d 
recommendations whic h aime d a t rectifyin g th e ethni c imbalanc e 
among universit y studen t populatio n an d enhancin g th e educationa l 
opportunities o f Bumiputeras  (Malay s and othe r indigenou s people ) a t 
the university level. These recommendations, with far reaching implica-
tions for the social mobility of the urban and, in particular, rural Malays 
through education , wer e adopte d no t onl y b y th e authoritie s o f th e 
University o f Malaya bu t als o by thos e responsible fo r th e administra -
tion of the country's other universities established in 1969 and after . 

Policy changes wer e also made wit h th e adoption o f the Universities 
and University Colleges Act  1971,  which made the Ministry of Educatio n 
responsible fo r th e genera l directio n o f universit y educatio n an d th e 
administration o f th e Ac t itself. Furthermore, government contro l wa s 
provided b y the 1975 Amendment t o the Act when additional head s of 
Government department s o r thei r representative s wer e appointe d t o 
serve a s counci l member s o f universities . Thi s provisio n enable d th e 
government t o ensure tha t universitie s conforme d t o nationa l policie s 
and decisions made were co-ordinated. 

University education has expanded very rapidly since 1969. Five new 
universities, togethe r wit h a  numbe r o f branch campuses , were estab-
lished. Universit y o f Scienc e Malaysi a (Universiti  Sains  Malaysia), 
National Universit y o f Malaysi a (Universiti  Kebangsaan  Malaysia), 
University o f Agricultur e Malaysi a (Universiti  Pertanian Malaysia)  an d 
University o f Technology Malaysi a (Universiti  Teknologi  Malaysia) wer e 
founded i n 1969, 1970, 1971 and 197 2 respectively, Northern Universit y 
Malaysia (Universiti  Utara  Malaysia)  was establishe d i n 1984 . I n ad -
dition, th e governmen t assiste d i n th e foundin g o f th e Internationa l 
Islamic University (Universiti Islam Antarabangsa) in 1982. 

To a significant extent , Bahasa Malaysi a ha s replaced Englis h as the 
medium o f instructio n i n institutions of higher learning funded b y th e 
government. This has been accomplished i n a series of planned phase s 
whereby larg e numbers of staff an d student s have been provided wit h 
facilities to learn the language. 

At th e tertiar y level , th e importanc e o f universit y educatio n i s 
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evident fro m th e budge t allocatio n i t receives . Expenditur e o n 
university education has risen from M$33.6 million (£1 = M$5.0) in 1970 
to M$l,49 7 millio n i n 1990 , registerin g a  thirty-fol d increase . Th e 
proportion o f tota l educationa l expenditur e receive d b y universitie s 
increased substantially from 7.1 per cent in 1970 to 26.3 per cent in 1990. 
Through financial grants and allocations, the government provides over 
90 pe r cen t o f th e incom e o f loca l universities ; henc e it s contro l o f 
higher education in the country. 

An overview of  foreign students in  Malaysian 
universities, 1986-90 
Malaysia has been a sending rather than a host country. In 1985, it was 
estimated tha t abou t 60,00 0 Malaysian student s were enrolled i n over -
seas tertiary educational institutions. Although there has been a decline 
(to abou t 52,00 0 i n 1990) , because o f fe e increases , highe r livin g an d 
travel costs , and loca l privat e institutions ' offe r o f twinnin g arrange -
ments wit h oversea s universities , th e numbe r o f student s abroa d 
remains very substantial. 

In contrast , th e numbe r o f foreig n student s i n th e seve n Malaysia n 
universities i s insignificant . I n an y on e o f th e year s betwee n 1986/8 7 
and 1989/9 0 foreig n student s numbere d n o mor e tha n 466 , or 0. 8 pe r 
cent o f th e universit y populatio n i n th e country . Th e larges t singl e 
receiving institutio n wa s th e Internationa l Islami c University . Unlik e 
the others , whic h ar e funde d almos t entirel y b y th e governmen t o f 
Malaysia, the International Islami c University is supported no t only by 
Malaysia but also by co-sponsors abroad, namely the OIC, Bangladesh, 
Egypt, Libya , Maldives , Pakistan, Saudi Arabi a an d Turkey . This may 
explain, i n part , th e highe r intak e o f foreig n student s fro m th e co -
sponsoring countries . Furthermore , almos t al l foreig n undergraduate s 
sponsored b y th e Malaysia n governmen t unde r th e Malaysia n 
Technical Co-operation Programme are sent to the International Islamic 
University. Followin g tha t institution , th e othe r tw o mai n host s wer e 
the University of Agriculture, Malaysia and the University of Malaya. 

Most o f th e incomin g student s pursu e undergraduat e o r postgrad -
uate studies, but there are two cohorts of non-graduating students. One 
group follow courses in a Malaysian campus for a period of time in part 
fulfilment o f the degree requirements in the sending country. Examples 
are: foreign medica l student s on attachment t o the Faculty of Medicine 
as par t o f thei r electiv e programme ; an d oversea s student s followin g 
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Bahasa Malaysi a course s a t th e Languag e Centre , t o improv e thei r 
language skills . Th e othe r grou p comprise s oversea s postgraduat e 
candidates carrying out research o r fieldwork . 

What subject s attrac t foreigner s studyin g i n Malaysi a fo r a  qualifica -
tion? Undergraduate s wer e bunche d togethe r i n La w (140 , mor e tha n 
half a t th e Internationa l Islami c University ) an d Socia l Science s an d 
Humanities (91) . Smalle r number s appeare d fo r Scienc e (26) , 
Economics, Publi c an d Busines s Administratio n (24 ) an d Islami c 
Studies (20) . The figures relat e to the four year s between 198 6 and 1990 . 
No foreig n undergraduate s wer e enrolle d i n discipline s suc h a s 
Computer Science , Accounting an d Quantitativ e Studies . Foreign post -
graduates ar e more likely t o be registered fo r a  Master' s tha n a  doctora l 
programme an d a  relatively hig h proportio n (1 5 to 1 9 per cen t betwee n 
1986 and 1990 ) were workin g i n Agriculture and relate d subjects . 

The flo w o f foreig n undergraduates  i s mainly fro m th e membe r coun -
tries o f ASEAN , mainl y Singapor e (22. 1 pe r cen t o f th e tota l ASEA N 
cohort), Brune i (15. 3 pe r cent) , Indonesi a (8. 4 pe r cent) , Thailan d (4. 7 
per cent ) an d Philippine s (2.3  per cent) . The ASEA N student s mad e u p 
over hal f o f th e foreign undergraduate s i n th e years to 1986 to 1990. The 
rest o f th e intake is mainly fro m othe r developing countrie s i n Asia an d 
Africa, wit h a n annua l averag e o f 3. 4 pe r cen t fro m Japan , Chin a an d 
Hong Kon g an d o f onl y 1. 8 pe r cen t fro m th e post-industria l countries . 
Foreign postgraduates  ar e mainl y concentrate d i n th e Universit y o f 
Malaya, probabl y because , a s th e oldes t establishe d institutio n i t ha s 
placed greate r emphasi s o n postgraduat e wor k i n th e developmen t 
process, wit h it s Institut e o f Advance d Studies . A s wit h foreig n under -
graduates, th e larges t numbe r o f foreig n post-graduate s (44. 9 pe r cen t 
on average ) cam e fro m th e ASEA N countries . Japanes e an d Korea n 
postgraduates mad e u p anothe r 13. 6 per cent , whil e th e UK , Australia , 
Canada, USA , France and German y wer e countries of origin fo r anothe r 
11.5 per cent . The numbers o f non-graduating  students  remai n smal l -  th e 
highest recorde d i n the years under revie w wa s 56 in 1989-90 . 

Influences on  the flow of  students from  abroad  to 
Malaysia 
The overvie w o f foreig n student s i n Malaysia n universitie s indicate s 
that th e number involve d i s too smal l t o have much o f an impac t on th e 
university population . Thi s low inflo w o f student s fro m abroa d ma y b e 
influenced b y factor s suc h a s universit y admission s policy , th e loca l 
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demand for higher education, language issue, provision of learning and 
teaching facilities, particularly a t the postgraduate level , availability of 
accommodation and forging of academic exchange schemes. 

Admission to Malaysian universities is based on a number of criteria, 
among which are academic achievement and ethnic origin. The pursuit 
of an ethnicity biased admissions policy to ensure that university enrol-
ment reflects th e ethnic composition of the population, not only by the 
university a s a whole but also by faculty , i n view of th e government' s 
policy t o channe l Bumiputera s t o course s i n scienc e an d technology . 
Preference fo r admissio n t o Malaysia n universitie s i s firs t give n t o 
Malaysian citizens , followe d b y individual s wit h permanen t residen t 
status an d foreigners . Furthermore , foreig n applicant s fro m countrie s 
such as Israel, South Africa , Cub a an d unti l recently , China are hardly 
given an y consideratio n i n vie w o f Malaysia' s stan d agains t th e prac -
tices of apartheid and communism . 

The deman d fo r place s i n highe r educatio n o n th e par t o f youn g 
Malaysians is also a factor whic h inhibits the intake of foreign student s 
into Malaysian campuses . This insatiable appetite fo r highe r educatio n 
is reflected i n th e highe r percentag e o f rejecte d application s wit h th e 
necessary qualifications fo r admission to institutions of higher learning. 
The rejection rat e varied fro m 65 per cent in 1981 to 81 per cent in 1985 
at the undergraduate level (Vijesuriar, 1988) . Higher education is desir-
able becaus e o f it s financia l reward s a t th e persona l level . I t als o 
bestows socia l statu s an d prestig e o n th e individual . Fro m th e view -
point o f society , higher education i s perceived a s the major too l in th e 
process o f restructurin g societ y toward s achievin g greate r economi c 
and social balances between ethnic groups. 

Another prominen t facto r whic h influence s th e flo w o f foreig n 
students fro m abroa d i s the use of Bahas a Malaysi a a s the medium of 
instruction in the national education system, beginning with Standard I 
in 1970 . Thi s mean s tha t a  foreig n studen t i s require d t o hav e a n 
adequate knowledg e o f Bahas a Malaysi a t o b e abl e t o follo w th e 
lectures an d othe r cours e requirements . Th e languag e proble m is , 
however, surmountable . Facilitie s ar e availabl e i n th e Languag e 
Centres t o equi p th e foreig n studen t wit h a  workin g knowledg e o f 
Bahasa Malaysia . In th e Language Centre a t the University o f Malaya , 
for example, two types of Bahasa Malaysia courses are available. While 
the first type consists of classes organised ove r a full academi c year, the 
second typ e involve s a n intensiv e cours e durin g th e University' s va -
cation. The intensive course i s of a  duration o f si x weeks and lecture s 
are give n fou r hour s pe r da y ove r a  perio d o f fiv e day s pe r week . 
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Classes i n th e intensiv e cours e ar e organise d a t th e beginning , inter -
mediate and advanced levels . 

At th e postgraduat e level , however , som e o f th e course s ar e 
conducted i n Englis h wit h th e approva l o f th e Ministr y o f Education . 
This option of using Bahasa Malaysia or English is also extended to the 
writing o f these s o r dissertation s a s par t fulfilmen t o f th e Master' s o r 
Ph.D. programme. The use of the English language at the postgraduate 
level coul d hav e accounte d fo r th e highe r proportio n o f foreig n post -
graduates. 

Malaysian universitie s ar e relativel y new , an d th e newes t amon g 
them woul d requir e tim e an d resource s t o establis h thei r teaching , 
research an d publicatio n programme s t o mee t initiall y th e need s o f 
Malaysians. The Norther n Universit y Malaysia , fo r example , does no t 
have an y foreig n student s amon g it s population . Wit h regar d t o th e 
more established loca l universities, there is a need to publicise the disci-
plines or areas of study in which they have the expertise and resource s 
to cate r no t onl y t o Malaysian s bu t als o t o foreig n student s an d 
scholars. Even thoug h Bahas a Malaysi a i s the official language , effort s 
could b e made t o publish universit y calendars , handbooks and guide -
books in English for dissemination t o countries overseas. Early chapters 
in thi s boo k hav e mad e i t plai n tha t lac k o f informatio n t o foreig n 
students and scholar s is a limiting facto r i n thei r choice of universitie s 
for overseas studies and research . 

Another limitation, which has also been mentioned earlier , is the lack 
of student an d staf f accommodation , especially fo r thos e with families . 
Foreign student s nee d t o adjus t t o th e socio-cultura l wa y o f lif e o f 
Malaysians, including thei r culinar y tastes . Living in college s leads t o 
mutual learnin g i n interactio n an d socio-cultura l experience s ar e a s 
important a s academi c interchanges . I n th e Universit y o f Agricultur e 
Malaysia, some foreign student s are housed wit h local undergraduate s 
on a shared-room basis. Others find accommodation outside the univer-
sity, an arrangement which may not provide adequate opportunities fo r 
socio-cultural exchanges. 

Mechanisms lik e Commonwealth scholarshi p an d fellowshi p plans , 
teacher exchanges and links between institutions play an important role 
in promotin g intra-Commonwealt h studen t flows . I n th e 1960 s an d 
1970s, Malaysi a mad e us e o f thes e mechanism s t o trai n it s urgentl y 
needed middl e and high-leve l skille d manpowe r t o meet it s ambitious 
development plans . It was only in the 1980s that Malaysia began t o re-
ciprocate. Studen t flow s fro m abroa d ar e no w see n t o provid e th e 
opportunity fo r Malaysian s t o interac t wit h students , scholar s an d 
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researchers fro m differen t part s o f th e world . Interactio n o f thi s kin d 
leads t o a  better understandin g o f peopl e of differen t politica l ideolo -
gies, socio-economi c background s an d cultura l values . Henc e th e 
interest i n som e revers e flow.  Th e countr y ha s no w begu n t o forg e 
academic exchang e programme s an d lin k scheme s tha t woul d revers e 
the flo w an d promot e th e intak e o f foreig n student s an d scholar s t o 
Malaysian universities, albeit the pace is a gradual one. 

The rest of this chapter gives a description of these schemes. 

Academic exchange  schemes 
Some academi c exchang e scheme s ar e th e produc t (o r by-product ) o f 
cultural and bilatera l negotiations and subsequen t agreements between 
individual develope d an d developin g countrie s an d Malaysia . Thes e 
bilateral scheme s ar e furthe r enhance d b y additiona l scholarships , 
awards an d fellowship s grante d b y various internationa l an d regiona l 
agencies. Othe r exchang e scheme s ar e negotiate d betwee n individua l 
universities i n Malaysi a an d oversea s institution s o f highe r learning . 
Schemes discusse d ar e thos e foun d i n th e Universit y o f Malaya , 
University o f Agricultur e Malaysi a an d th e Internationa l Islami c 
University. Beside s exchange scheme s fo r students , a  brie f accoun t i s 
given of link schemes which facilitate the movement of teaching staff of 
overseas universitie s t o Malaysia n campuses . Supportin g structure s 
(immigration an d wor k facilities ) an d service s (fe e waiver s an d sub -
sidies, accommodation and counselling services) are discussed. 

Malaysia provides technical assistance to developing countries under 
the Malaysian Technical Co-operation  Programme  (MTCP). Its emphasis i s 
on th e developmen t o f huma n resource s throug h trainin g an d th e 
sharing o f Malaysia n experienc e an d expertis e i n th e developmen t 
process. Between 198 6 and 1990 , technical assistance has been given to 
46 countries and the amount disbursed i s M$29 million. In emphasising 
human resourc e development , MTC P make s availabl e t o applicant s 
both undergraduat e an d postgraduat e course s i n Malaysia n univer -
sities. At the undergraduate level , a majority o f the candidates are sent 
to th e Internationa l Islami c University . Th e emphasis , however , i s o n 
postgraduate studie s involving Master' s and doctorat e courses . By the 
end o f 1988 , 1,31 8 trainee s wer e awarde d fellowship s t o undertak e 
academic and practica l trainin g i n loca l universities and trainin g insti -
tutions. A total of five universitie s and 1 7 public agencies and trainin g 
institutions were involved in the programme. 

Under th e MTC P programme , al l tuitio n fee s ar e pai d for . 
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Candidates are given living allowances (M$450-M$650 monthly), while 
other allowance s ar e fo r textbook s (M$200-M$25 0 pe r annum) , thesi s 
(M$450-M$650 throughou t th e course) , practica l trainin g (M$1 0 pe r 
diem a t place s outsid e a  radiu s o f 25k m fro m th e trainin g institutio n 
concerned) and trave l (round-tri p economy class air travel , once at th e 
beginning and once at the end of the course, and M$20 0 per annum fo r 
travelling withi n Malaysia) . A family allowanc e equivalent t o 30.0 per 
cent o f th e monthl y maintenanc e allowanc e ma y b e give n t o partici -
pants wh o ar e permitted t o bring thei r families . Expense s fo r medica l 
and denta l treatmen t i n government hospital s and clinic s are borne by 
the Malaysia n government . Paymen t o f allowance s i s mad e b y th e 
Training an d Caree r Developmen t Division , Publi c Service s Depart -
ment, Malaysia through the training institution concerned . 

The MTC P is generous i n it s sponsorship o f foreig n undergraduat e 
and postgraduat e student s fro m developin g countrie s t o Malaysia n 
universities. The period o f sponsorship is for the duration of the course, 
which varies from tw o to three years. Some of the areas of study offere d 
to mee t th e developmen t need s o f sendin g countrie s ar e Economics , 
Public Administration, Busines s Administration, Law, Agriculture an d 
Applied Science . The continuatio n o f award s i s based o n satisfactor y 
progress made by the candidates. The candidates are required t o return 
to their home countries on completion of their studies. 

Student exchange schemes University o f Malay a Interview s with th e 
Vice-Chancellor o f th e University of Malay a an d th e Deans of selecte d 
faculties wit h foreign student s among its population showe d tha t keen 
support ha s bee n give n t o th e ide a o f internationalisin g highe r edu -
cation, particularl y a t th e postgraduat e level . Hope s wer e expresse d 
that th e intak e o f foreig n student s coul d b e increased . Th e Vice -
Chancellor's persona l opinio n wa s tha t a t leas t fiv e pe r cen t o f th e 
student population as a whole should be foreigners, to provide a visible 
impact. Others voiced th e opinion tha t som e faculties had th e capacity 
to accommodate between 1 0 and 2 0 per cen t of foreign student s a t th e 
postgraduate level . I t i s therefor e o f interes t t o repor t o n th e scheme s 
through whic h foreig n student s ar e enrolle d a t th e Universit y o f 
Malaya. The objective i s to examine existing schemes of exchange an d 
highlight components which have contributed t o their success. 

The intake of foreign student s for the 1990-91 session is used to illus-
trate th e scheme s throug h whic h the y hav e bee n enrolle d a t th e 
University o f Malaya . O f th e tota l o f 9 9 foreig n student s pursuin g 
Masters and Ph.D . degrees on a  full-time basis , 39.4 per cen t ar e non -
graduating student s a t th e undergraduat e level , fou r pe r cen t ar e 
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undertaking first  degre e courses , fou r pe r cen t ar e non-graduatin g 
research student s a t th e postgraduat e leve l an d thre e pe r cen t ar e 
researchers wit h academi c staf f status . Mor e tha n two-third s o f th e 
foreign student s ar e self-financing , 13. 1 pe r cen t ar e sponsore d b y 
national and international agencies, 11 per cent are recipients of govern-
ment scholarships , 3.1 per cent are on a link scheme and th e remaining 
3.1 per cent are sponsored by the MTCP. 

Of particular interest is the 3.1 per cent of foreign student s who have 
been enrolle d i n th e Universit y o f Malay a throug h a  lin k schem e a s 
non-graduating student s a t th e undergraduat e leve l i n th e 1990-9 1 
session. Thi s lin k schem e betwee n th e Universit y o f Hul l an d th e 
University o f Malay a wa s establishe d i n 1989 . Specifically, th e lin k i s 
between th e Centr e fo r South-Eas t Asia n Studie s a t th e Universit y o f 
Hull an d th e Universit y o f Malaya' s Departmen t o f South-Eas t Asia n 
Studies o f th e Facult y o f Art s an d Socia l Science s togethe r wit h th e 
Department o f Mala y Languag e o f it s Languag e Centre . Whil e nin e 
British student s participate d i n th e programm e abroa d i n 199 0 (six i n 
the Universit y o f Scienc e Malaysi a an d thre e i n th e Universit y o f 
Malaya) 1 8 British student s spen t a  yea r abroa d i n 199 1 (eight i n th e 
University of Science Malaysia and 10 in the University of Malaya). 

The BA Special Degre e i n South-Eas t Asia n Studie s an d Language , 
conferred b y the University of Hull, is a three-year programme. Besides 
courses on South-East Asia n History , Politics, Economics and Culture , 
undergraduates are required t o follow th e course 'Basic Malay ' i n thei r 
first yea r and 'Mala y Language ' in their second year . At the end o f th e 
second year , th e undergraduate s spen d a  stud y yea r abroa d i n 
Malaysia t o improv e thei r Mala y an d gathe r material s fo r a  writte n 
project. 

Although a formal evaluation of the link scheme has yet to be carried 
out, its implementation ha s been considered a  success by the academic 
staff concerned . A  number o f factor s ha s contributed . First , th e eligi -
bility of undergraduates in the University of Hull to apply for financia l 
grants minimise s th e costs of livin g abroad . Secondly , th e undergrad -
uates have considerable knowledge of the Malay language prior to their 
arrival i n Malaysia , havin g followe d classe s i n Mala y fo r a  two-yea r 
period i n Hull . This knowledge i s further enhance d i n the Malay pro -
ficiency cours e organised b y th e Language Centr e at th e University of 
Malay. Here, the undergraduates fro m Hul l attend Mala y classes with 
the local students and class-size is kept to a maximum of 15 to allow for 
individual attention . Besides the lecture approach, the audio-laboratory 
teaching metho d i s used . Effort s ar e als o mad e t o hous e th e Britis h 
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undergraduates i n residentia l hall s wher e the y ca n interac t wit h th e 
local students and be exposed t o the Malaysian way of life. During the 
vacation, th e undergraduate s visi t differen t part s o f th e countr y t o 
observe how Malaysia n societ y operates, as well as to collect material s 
for their written projects. 

The successful implementatio n o f the link scheme for students seems 
to hav e prompte d th e Hea d o f th e Departmen t o f South-Eas t Asia n 
Studies a t th e Universit y o f Malay a t o visi t th e centr e i n Hull , i n 
February 1991 , to discuss an exchange programme involving academi c 
staff members . The focus is to be on collaborative research and writin g 
projects between th e two departments of South-East Asian studies and 
negotiation wa s still in progress at the time of writing. As a first step , a 
general multi-disciplinar y teachin g tex t o n South-Eas t Asi a ha s bee n 
planned. 

Another scheme links the Faculty of Medicine, University o f Malay a 
with oversea s medica l schools . Th e medica l curriculum , i n general , 
provides fo r elective subjects fro m th e fourth yea r of the course, one of 
which require s th e studen t t o undertake a  project a t a  medica l schoo l 
overseas whil e o n attachmen t fo r a  perio d fo r fou r t o eigh t weeks . 
Although th e undergraduate s com e from medica l school s in countrie s 
such a s th e Unite d Kingdom , Australia , Canada , German y an d India , 
they are , in th e main , Malaysia n student s studyin g medicin e oversea s 
who hav e opte d fo r a n attachmen t t o th e Facult y o f Medicine , 
University of Malaya. 

A memorandu m o f understandin g o n a n academi c exchang e 
programme betwee n th e Roue n Graduat e Schoo l o f Busines s an d th e 
University of Malaya has been drawn up. The University of Malaya will 
send undergraduat e an d postgraduat e busines s student s t o the Roue n 
Graduate Schoo l o f Busines s t o undertak e academi c course s o r carr y 
out research projects supervised by the faculty there . To reciprocate, the 
Rouen Graduat e Schoo l o f Busines s wil l selec t and sen d postgraduat e 
students t o the Faculty of Economics and Administratio n t o attend th e 
Masters o f Busines s Administratio n programme . Bot h partie s wil l 
assess th e performanc e o f student s an d submi t mark s o r grade s fo r 
academic courses taken . The exchange studen t wil l pa y tuitio n fee s t o 
the hom e institutio n onl y an d th e host  institutio n wil l undertak e t o 
waive al l fee s fo r exchang e students . The costs of transport , room an d 
board during the period o f stay at the host institution will , however, be 
borne b y th e exchang e students . Effort s wil l b e mad e t o exchang e 
faculty member s betwee n th e tw o institutions . Th e term s o f th e 
exchange programme are to be reviewed at the end of the three years. 
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Foreign students are also found a t the University of Malaya as part of 
a study or tour group. The duration of the visit may vary from a  day to 
a week , dependin g o n th e objective s o f th e stud y tour . Normally , 
lectures or informal talk s on Malaysia ar e organised t o meet the need s 
and interest s o f th e tou r group . Countrie s whic h hav e sen t thei r 
students t o th e Universit y o f Malay a a s member s o f a  tou r grou p ar e 
Australia, Japan, Korea, Singapore, and Thailand . 

Student exchange schemes University of Agriculture Malaysia A  large 
majority o f th e foreig n student s a t th e Universit y o f Agricultur e 
Malaysia are from th e ASEAN countries and Africa . Almost 90 per cent 
of th e foreign postgraduat e student s ar e th e recipients o f scholarship s 
from th e governmen t o r agencie s suc h a s WINROC K Inter -
national, Southeas t Asea n Regiona l Centr e fo r Graduat e Stud y an d 
Research i n Agriculture , Internationa l Centr e fo r Livin g Aquati c 
Resources Management , Internationa l Developmen t Researc h Centre , 
United State s Agenc y fo r Internationa l Development , Japa n Inter -
national Co-operatio n Agenc y an d th e Malaysia n Technica l Co -
operation Programme. 

In a n effor t t o foste r linkage s wit h othe r academi c institutions , th e 
University of Agriculture Malaysia has established co-operativ e gradu -
ate programmes . Unde r suc h a n arrangement , join t graduat e 
programmes betwee n th e Universit y an d othe r institutions , loca l o r 
foreign, ca n b e structure d fo r graduat e students . Student s ma y carr y 
out par t o f th e graduat e wor k a t th e collaboratin g universit y an d 
complete th e degree requirement s a t th e University o r vice-versa . The 
degree wil l b e awarde d b y th e institutio n whic h initiate d th e 
programme. An example of a co-operative graduate scheme is the oper-
ation o f a  consortiu m o f universitie s mad e u p of : th e Universit y o f 
Agriculture Malaysia ; Kasertsar t Universit y i n Thailand ; Institut e o f 
Bogor, Indonesia; Institute of Technology, Bandung , and Universit y of 
Philippines a t Lo s Banos . Unde r thi s scheme , a  postgraduat e studen t 
can follo w course s i n Kasertsar t Universit y an d carr y ou t researc h a t 
the Universit y o f Agricultur e Malaysia . Th e Dean s o f th e graduat e 
schools involved meet once a year to evaluate the co-operative graduate 
programme. 

Depending o n th e availability of research funds , th e University als o 
provides graduate assistantship . The scheme, started i n 1988 , attempts 
to recrui t foreig n student s t o th e University' s researc h programme . 
Besides research , th e graduat e assistan t give s si x hour s o f tutorial s 
weekly. Unde r th e programme , th e graduat e assistant s ar e give n 
certain fee exemption and a monthly stipend of M$800. 
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Officials o f thi s universit y to o expresse d positiv e opinion s o n th e 
need t o internationalis e th e postgraduat e programm e further . A t 
present, postgraduat e studie s ar e conducte d i n English . Abou t 7 0 per 
cent of the staff hav e been trained i n America and England . They have 
the loca l expertis e in agricultur e and relate d fields , especially i n plan -
tation crops. 

The International  Islamic  University  A s alread y indicated , th e 
International Islami c Universit y ha s th e highes t proportio n o f non -
Malaysians amon g th e seve n loca l universities . Th e universit y popu -
lation include s student s from 5 2 Muslim countries . The university ha s 
been urge d t o tak e i n mor e non-Musli m student s t o promot e greate r 
understanding abou t Islam . Almos t al l foreig n undergraduate s spon -
sored b y th e Malaysia n governmen t unde r th e MTC P are sen t t o th e 
International Islami c University partl y because the medium o f instruc -
tion is English. 

At present , ther e ar e n o studen t exchang e scheme s a t th e 
International Islami c University . Foreig n student s wh o ar e no t spon -
sored by their governments or agencies pay the university fees on their 
own. Two types of fee s are charged, namely , ful l fee s of US$2,02 5 and 
subsidised fee s o f abou t US$700 . The subsidise d fee s ar e fo r foreig n 
students from the developing countries. 

Malaysians constitut e a  large majority o f th e academic staf f o f loca l 
universities. They make up 94.1 per cent (while foreigners constitute 5.9 
per cent only) of the teaching staff o f the University of Malaya, National 
University Malaysia , Universit y o f Agricultur e Malaysi a an d th e 
International Islami c University . Foreig n lecturer s ar e normall y 
employed on a contract basis. 

Although request s have been receive d b y som e of th e loca l univer -
sities t o initiat e facult y exchange , formalise d scheme s ar e fe w i n 
number. Practica l problem s relat e t o loca l staf f situation s suc h a s 
shortage o f lecturer s i n specifi c discipline s lik e Medicin e an d 
Engineering, an d tim e schedulin g o f visits . These problems ma y hav e 
inhibited th e development of staff exchang e schemes. 

The exchang e programm e betwee n Britis h an d Malaysia n univer -
sities organised throug h th e Committee fo r Internationa l Co-operatio n 
in Highe r Educatio n (CICHE ) i s a n exampl e o f a  successfu l staf f 
exchange programme . Britis h an d Malaysia n academi c staf f wor k 
jointly on research and publicatio n project s which have been identifie d 
by the Malaysian partners . The CICHE provides fund s t o cover travel , 
accommodation an d subsistenc e cost s fo r Malaysia n staf f member s t o 
visit Britain and vice-versa . 
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Another exampl e i s th e specia l bilatera l exchang e programm e 
between th e Japa n Societ y fo r th e promotio n o f Scienc e (JSPS ) wit h 
South-east Asia n countries . It s activitie s cove r al l th e field s o f Socia l 
Sciences and Humanities , and Natura l an d Applie d Sciences , although 
the primary focus is on Basic Science. Co-operative research projects are 
undertaken betwee n Japanes e an d Malaysia n academi c staf f throug h 
the Vice-Chancellor's Council of National Universities in Malaysia. 

Support structures 
Gaining admission t o a Malaysian university o f one' s choice is but th e 
first ste p i n th e preparatio n t o leav e th e hom e countr y fo r Malaysia . 
There is the need t o obtain visa s and studen t passes . In the Malaysia n 
context, it has been commented that : 

... no one has been denied educational opportunities because of visa or 
immigration restrictions. 

Clearance has to be obtained fro m th e Ministry of Education, Malaysia, 
Ministry o f Hom e Affair s an d th e Immigratio n Departmen t Malaysi a 
before th e formal offe r o f a university place is conveyed t o the foreig n 
student. Th e clearanc e proces s normall y take s betwee n fou r an d si x 
months. As a result , about 9 0 per cen t o f th e foreign student s registe r 
with th e hos t institutio n withou t a  studen t pass . Meanwhile , a  socia l 
visit pas s i s applied for , togethe r wit h a  lette r o f sponsorship . Wher e 
the studen t i s sponsore d b y th e governmen t o r a n agency , th e hos t 
institution stand s a s th e loca l sponsor . Otherwise , th e studen t ha s t o 
obtain a local sponsor on his or her own. 

In addition to a student pass, the foreign research student or staff ha s 
to obtain clearance from th e Socio-Economic and Research Unit (SERU) 
of th e Prim e Minister' s Department . Clearanc e i s give n whe n th e 
research proposa l submitte d b y th e researche r i s approved b y SERU . 
Foreign undergraduate s an d postgraduate s ar e no t permitte d t o see k 
employment i n the course of thei r stay in Malaysia . Thus they have to 
ensure tha t the y hav e sufficien t fund s t o complet e th e courses . 
Researchers ar e required t o obtain wor k permit s i f the y see k employ -
ment. 

Support services A  foreig n student' s perio d o f stud y i n th e loca l 
universities ca n b e maximise d i f ther e ar e sufficien t suppor t services , 
particularly a t th e initia l stage s of hi s stay in Malaysia . Some of thes e 
have been discussed earlie r i n thi s book. They include fee waivers , fee 
subsidies, accommodation and guidance and counselling sessions. 
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In Malaysia , a  Vice-Chancello r ca n exercis e hi s discretio n i n 
exempting a  studen t fro m payin g tuitio n fees . Normally , exemptio n 
from fee s i s grante d unde r ver y specia l circumstance s only . A t th e 
moment, tuitio n fee s i n Malaysia n universitie s ar e comparativel y low . 
This i s becaus e educatio n cost s a t th e tertiar y leve l ar e heavil y 
subsidised b y th e Malaysia n governmen t t o enhanc e educationa l 
opportunity and accessibility . 

Providing sufficien t an d adequat e accommodatio n o n campu s fo r 
students and visitor s remains a problem. In th e University o f Malaya , 
for example , th e nin e hostel s withi n th e campu s an d tw o hostel s 
outside th e campu s provid e accommodatio n fo r onl y hal f it s tota l 
student population . Rumah  Universiti  (th e Universit y House ) ha s 
accommodation fo r si x visitor s only . Additiona l hostel s hav e bee n 
requested under the Sixth Malaysia Plan. 

Another importan t servic e for both loca l and foreig n student s i s the 
provision o f guidanc e an d counsellin g services . Suc h service s ar e 
normally provide d b y th e Studen t Affair s Department . Th e rati o o f 
counsellors t o student s ha s t o be improve d fo r mor e effective consul -
tation an d counselling . A t th e Universit y o f Malaya , fo r example , th e 
two counsellors have to cope with a student population of about 10,000. 

Conclusion 
It appear s tha t ther e i s n o basi c polic y wit h regar d t o th e intak e o f 
foreign student s int o Malaysia n universitie s o n a  nationa l o r an insti -
tutional basis . Perhaps , th e numbe r o f foreig n student s i n Malaysia n 
universities has been, over the years, too low to warrant a statement of 
policy. At the same time, admitting foreign students based primarily on 
academic achievement but on an ad hoc basis may not contribute to the 
full realisatio n o f benefit s whic h coul d accru e fro m thei r presenc e i n 
Malaysian universities. 

It ma y wel l b e tha t th e bes t wa y forwar d i s throug h th e judiciou s 
expansion o f specia l programme s o f th e type s whic h hav e bee n 
described i n thi s chapter. They have been notably successfu l an d ben -
efits have been perceived on both sides. 
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