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Jayalakshmi Indiresa n 

Preliminary 
A very thoroug h stud y o f academic exchange and studen t mobilit y i n 
general highe r educatio n i n Indi a i s give n i n Chapte r 6 . A n equall y 
thorough paralle l stud y wa s mad e o f studen t mobilit y i n th e techno -
logical institution s i n Indi a an d thi s chapte r present s som e extract s 
from it . Th e interes t o f th e India n Institute s o f Technolog y i s in thei r 
high prestige , s o tha t thei r positio n a s exemplars woul d b e o f specia l 
importance, both i n India an d i n other Commonwealth countries . This 
chapter focuse s o n tha t aspec t o f th e study . Tw o institution s wer e 
selected fo r investigation : th e India n Institut e o f Technology , Delhi , a 
'national institut e o f excellence ' an d th e Universit y o f Roorkee , th e 
oldest technica l institutio n i n India . Th e latte r i s als o mentione d i n 
Chapter 6. 

The technical education  system  in  India 
India ha s a  larg e syste m o f technica l educatio n wit h ove r 35 0 insti -
tutions offerin g degre e leve l courses , an d nearl y 50 0 polytechnic s 
offering diplom a leve l courses . These are sprea d al l ove r th e country . 
Restricting ourselve s t o th e highe r leve l institutions , offerin g under -
graduate and postgraduat e courses, we need to be aware that there is a 
wide variation in the nature of these institutions, in such a large system. 
Though ther e is no formal accreditatio n provisio n in the country, these 
institutions ca n b e broadly classifie d int o fiv e majo r categories . These 
are: 
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1 Th e National Institute s 
2 Technologica l Universitie s 
3 Regiona l Engineering Colleges 
4 Stat e Level Government Engineering Colleges 
5 'Capitatio n Fee' Colleges 

The National Institute s include the five Indian Institutes of Technology 
(IITs) whic h hav e bee n establishe d b y a n ac t o f parliamen t a s insti -
tutions o f excellence . Thes e ca n b e compare d t o th e bes t institution s 
anywhere i n th e worl d i n term s o f cours e offerings , infrastructura l 
facilities, faculty , R& D contribution , et c an d offe r ver y hig h qualit y 
technical education . Thes e ar e full y residentia l institutions , se t u p i n 
large campuses with excellent facilities. There are five technica l univer -
sities which also offer ver y high quality technica l education . These are 
also residentia l i n natur e wit h ver y goo d campuse s an d othe r ameni -
ties. Seventee n regiona l engineerin g college s hav e bee n se t u p wit h 
support from provincia l governments to meet the requirements of tech-
nical education of the region. These too are residential and have reason-
ably good facilities and do offer quality education. 

The other engineerin g college s are locate d al l ove r th e countr y an d 
affiliated t o th e respectiv e universitie s i n th e region . Whil e som e o f 
these college s ar e good , th e qualit y o f educatio n imparte d i n other s 
leaves muc h t o be desired , because o f th e lack o f infrastructur e facili -
ties, poor quality of faculty, etc. To maintain and monitor the quality of 
Engineering Colleges , th e Al l Indi a Counci l o f Technica l Educatio n 
(AICTE) ha s no w bee n give n statutor y power s t o giv e o r withhol d 
recognition t o colleges tha t d o no t mee t th e prescribe d norms . Of th e 
337 colleges listed in 1990 , only 206 have been approved b y the AICTE 
and the other 131 institutions are listed as unapproved. 

The qualit y o f th e variou s institution s ca n b e assessed , base d o n 
some indicators . The amoun t investe d i n th e trainin g o f eac h studen t 
provides a ready indicator of the quality. It has been estimated tha t th e 
IITs inves t abou t Rs . 350,00 0 o n th e trainin g o f eac h undergraduat e 
student. Similarly, the University of Roorkee has estimated tha t i t costs 
about Rs. 250,000 per student traine d i n the university. The AICTE has 
set u p a  nor m o f a t leas t Rs . 50,000 a s cos t pe r student . I t ha s bee n 
reported tha t som e o f th e unapprove d institution s spen d les s than R s 
20,000 per student . 

Another indicato r o f th e qualit y o f institution s i s th e deman d fo r 
admission. Th e hig h qualit y institution s conduc t thei r ow n entranc e 
examination. The Joint Entrance Examination (JEE) for admission to the 
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IITs i s take n b y abou t 90,00 0 student s fo r th e 1,50 0 place s available . 
Similarly, th e entranc e examinatio n conducte d b y Universit y o f 
Roorkee is taken by over 70,000 students for the 2,000 places available. 
The regional engineering college admissions are also based on entrance 
examinations. Admission to the unapproved colleges are often based on 
other than academic criteria. In the year 1990 , the intake of students in 
the 206 approved college s was 34,290 and th e intake in the 13 1 'unap-
proved' college s wa s estimate d a t 32,300 . I t i s significan t tha t 'unap -
proved' college s admit as many student s as the approved one s and o n 
an average have a larger intake but much fewer facilities . 

Policy for  training  foreign  students  in  technical 
education 

The Repor t o f th e Revie w Committe e o n Postgraduat e Educatio n an d 
Research i n Engineering and Technology , June 1990 says: 

4.22.1 India ha s a  leading role to play i n the new concep t o f Technica l 
Co-operation amon g Developin g Countries ' (TCDC) . Apar t fro m 
putting larg e number s o f Indian scientists , engineers an d technologist s 
at th e disposa l o f man y othe r developin g countries , Indi a i s givin g 
training facilitie s fo r thousand s o f overseas students . While most of th e 
advanced countrie s hav e clea r cu t policie s fo r trainin g oversea s 
students, India ha s no t ye t formulate d an y suc h policy . Consequentl y 
several problems have arisen. 

4.22.2 Ther e i s increasin g pressur e o n Indi a fro m man y countrie s fo r 
training facilities i n engineering and technology , especially at advanced 
levels. Even some of the advanced countrie s have come forward t o fun d 
the trainin g o f student s fro m Thir d Worl d countrie s i n India . Thes e 
developments hav e adde d a  ne w dimensio n t o th e whol e proble m o f 
training oversea s students . I t i s i n th e interes t o f Indi a t o formulat e a 
coherent 'countr y trainin g policy ' fo r trainin g overseas students . While 
doing so, the special needs and requirements of the countries concerned 
should also be taken into consideration. 

This is evidence of an awareness in India about the leading role that the 
country could pla y in technical co-operation, through trainin g student s 
from othe r developin g countries . There i s an appreciabl e deman d fo r 
such trainin g opportunities. Enrolmen t o f foreig n national s in variou s 
technical institution s has , however, been goin g on fo r th e pas t severa l 
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years withou t an y clear policy guidelines an d ther e i s an urgen t nee d 
for such a policy. 

Discussions with various authorities at the two institutions and other 
organisations indicat e a n absenc e o f an y writte n o r unwritte n policy. 
Admissions for foreig n student s are guided b y the overall objective of 
the Governmen t o f Indi a o f providin g co-operatio n an d assistanc e 
under th e broad Technica l Co-operatio n schemes . Ther e is , however , 
said t o be a guideline that the total number of foreign student s in tech-
nical educatio n shal l no t excee d 1 0 pe r cen t o f th e tota l intak e o f 
students. In comparison, Ahma d an d Bas u i n th e research whic h the y 
report in Chapter 6, were informed tha t the guideline for Indian higher 
education a s a  whol e i s fiv e pe r cen t foreigner s i n th e tota l studen t 
intake. 

IIT-Delhi ha s a  limited numbe r o f undergraduat e place s for foreig n 
nationals, includin g student s fro m bot h develope d an d developin g 
countries. Recently , polic y directive s hav e bee n give n t o admi t onl y 
students fro m th e developin g countries . Since , however , th e overal l 
objective o f admittin g foreig n student s i s t o buil d goo d internationa l 
relations, it should , in principle , be a good ide a t o encourage student s 
from all countries. 

Enhancing the inflow of  foreign students 
The Commonwealth Secretaria t i s specially interested i n enhancing th e 
inflow o f foreig n student s from bot h developed an d developin g coun -
tries t o othe r developin g countrie s lik e India . T o elici t th e view s o f 
concerned persons , the y wer e aske d whethe r Indi a shoul d encourag e 
more students to come for higher technical education and wha t advan-
tages the y perceive d i n this . Som e o f th e answer s highligh t issue s 
already discussed earlier in this book, but a brief repor t of them is given 
here. 

There is a general consensus that technical institutions in the country 
should enrol more foreign students . It is felt that the presence of foreig n 
students i n th e campuse s contribute s t o bette r internationa l under -
standing. Students get to know various cultures and thi s broadens their 
horizons an d perceptions . Student s lear n t o liv e wit h eac h othe r an d 
this i s a n enrichin g experience . Foreig n national s develo p a  certai n 
attachment an d favourabl e attitud e toward s thei r hos t country . The y 
make valuable ambassadors i n promoting goodwil l toward s thei r hos t 
country. They fee l prou d o f being th e products o f good technica l edu -
cation receive d i n thi s country. Their sta y here influences thei r under -
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standing o f Indi a an d it s thinking . Whe n thes e student s ge t bac k t o 
their countries , the y d o wel l an d whe n the y reac h position s o f decisio n 
making the y ar e ver y supportiv e o f Indi a an d India n technolog y 
capabilities. A s on e studen t pu t it , h e woul d recommen d tha t hi s 
country shoul d loo k u p t o Indi a fo r gettin g technica l know-how , hav e 
joint technical projects with Indi a an d bu y Indian engineerin g products . 

Another studen t reporte d tha t i f h e wer e t o joi n a  universit y i n hi s 
own country , h e woul d recommen d tha t mor e student s g o t o Indi a fo r 
higher technica l education . H e fel t tha t a  studen t fro m a  developin g 
country studyin g i n anothe r developin g countr y get s a  bette r exposur e 
to the problems which are common t o developing countries and a s suc h 
would benefi t mor e b y bein g traine d i n India . Anothe r ver y significan t 
advantage pointe d ou t wa s th e arres t o f a  'brai n drain' . When student s 
from developin g countrie s g o t o develope d countries , the y ge t carrie d 
away b y th e affluence an d opportunitie s ther e and neve r retur n t o thei r 
own country . But , this does not happe n whe n the y go t o another devel -
oping country . 

The experienc e o f th e Universit y o f Roorke e i s tha t man y student s 
trained ther e d o kee p i n touc h wit h th e University . Further , th e 
successful trainin g o f a  large numbe r o f student s fro m Nepal , Ethiopia , 
Indonesia an d Ira n ha s create d continuin g interes t an d othe r countrie s 
like Nigeri a hav e show n interes t i n sendin g thei r students . Thoug h 
UOR i s set i n a  smal l town , senio r diplomat s fro m thes e countrie s kee p 
visiting th e Universit y t o expres s thei r satisfactio n an d explor e furthe r 
opportunities fo r collaboration . Thus , th e receivin g institution s gai n i n 
their statu s an d imag e b y havin g foreig n national s studyin g i n thei r 
campuses. 

There i s a  positiv e attitud e abou t th e lon g ter m intangibl e benefit s 
that ca n accru e t o th e countr y an d t o specifi c institution s whos e repu -
tation i s enhanced i n admittin g foreig n students . I t is , however, agree d 
that i t woul d b e inadvisabl e t o increas e thei r number s beyon d fiv e pe r 
cent o f tota l intake , certainl y no t beyon d 1 0 pe r cent . Als o th e admis -
sions shoul d b e distribute d ove r a  numbe r o f countries , instea d o f 
having large numbers fro m a  single country. The experiments of havin g 
large batches unde r bilatera l arrangement s hav e no t bee n ver y satisfac -
tory. Suc h group s o f student s d o no t integrat e wit h th e loca l student s 
and los e the benefit o f international experience . 

It mus t be observed that , thoug h admissio n letter s wer e issue d t o fil l 
all the seventee n place s reserved fo r foreig n student s i n IIT, Delhi, only 
eight finall y registered . I t woul d b e worthwhil e obtainin g dat a abou t 
the ful l utilisatio n o f th e 45 0 place s allocate d i n th e 3 0 differen t 
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institutions and find out what inhibits candidates from takin g up offer s 
from high-prestige places of learning. 

Discussions with foreign student s brought out some of their positive 
perceptions o f th e advantages o f studyin g i n India . India , a s a  multi -
cultural countr y ha s a  lo t o f toleranc e an d acceptanc e o f peopl e fro m 
other cultures. This is a definite advantage in integration in campus life. 
It has als o been observe d tha t som e foreig n student s d o ver y well  i n 
sports activities . Fo r example , a t II T Delh i i n 1992 , a  studen t fro m 
Jordan wa s electe d a s sport s secretary . Further , th e rich  cultura l an d 
historical heritag e o f India , it s varie d ar t an d touris t valu e wer e als o 
cited a s attraction s fo r comin g t o India . Th e mos t importan t facto r 
however, is , tha t th e cos t o f livin g an d cos t o f educatio n i s ver y 
economical compare d t o othe r places . Thi s bring s ou t th e issu e o f 
financing foreign students . 

Financing foreign students A s is well-known, Indian higher education 
is ver y highl y subsidise d b y th e government , especiall y technica l 
education. Though th e government ha s been resisting a differential fe e 
structure fo r foreig n students , th e genera l consensu s amon g edu -
cational administrator s i s that i t i s tim e tha t th e government accepte d 
the polic y o f differentia l fe e an d charge d th e actua l economi c cos t of 
education t o foreign student s (a s already note d i n Chapter 6) . Most of 
the developed countrie s have already implemented thi s differential fe e 
structure fo r oversea s students . Eve n rich  countrie s ar e expecte d t o 
raise about 70 per cent of their operating cost of education from studen t 
fees. There is a strong mood of questioning why India should subsidis e 
the education o f foreig n students , especially thos e student s wh o com e 
from th e rich Middle East, which accounts for a large number of enrol-
ments i n th e technica l institution s i n India . Further , i t i s argued tha t 
charging th e ful l economi c cos t t o foreig n student s woul d generat e 
additional resource s fo r th e institution s tha t ca n be ploughe d bac k t o 
improve institutiona l facilities , a  poin t whic h wa s born e ou t b y th e 
research done by Dr Ahmad and Dr Basu (Chapter 6). 

They hav e explaine d tha t a  differentia l fe e structur e i s alread y i n 
existence. The so-called 'Capitatio n Colleges ' are already charging a fee 
that covers the actual economi c cost of technical education , not only to 
students from outsid e the country but also to Indian students who can 
pay fo r it . I t i s argued tha t thes e differentia l fee s ma y b e rationalise d 
and th e government supporte d institution s also be permitted t o charge 
the actua l economi c cost . Whe n foreig n student s ar e place d throug h 
organisations like th e Ed-CIL, even i n stat e supported institution s like 
UOR, actual economic cost is charged. 
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Discussing thi s issue with th e foreign student s brought ou t a  totally 
different perspective . A large number of students come to India as 'self-
financing' student s becaus e th e cos t o f educatio n i s ver y economica l 
compared t o any othe r place . A differential fe e structur e woul d arres t 
the inflow o f foreig n students . Thus, there is a dichotomy between th e 
thinking o f som e educationa l administrator s wh o fee l tha t th e actua l 
cost o f educatio n shoul d b e charge d t o th e foreig n student s an d th e 
foreign students ' desir e tha t ther e shoul d b e n o differentia l fee s fo r 
foreign students . 

Though Indi a i s a poor country , i t offers ver y high quality technica l 
education. It is suggested that either the sponsoring country should pay 
the ful l cos t o f th e education o r internationa l agencie s shoul d provid e 
substantial scholarship s to meet the cost of education. For instance, the 
ADB has already instituted eight fellowships in IIT, Delhi. 

One of th e suggestions made i s to consider th e feasibilit y o f havin g 
some lin k betwee n th e fee s charge d an d th e pe r capit a incom e o f th e 
country fro m wher e th e student s come . A n interestin g formul a tha t 
may be considered i s to index fee s with per capita income. This would 
take care of th e paying capacity o f foreig n student s fro m th e rich  an d 
poor countries. In fact, that is virtually what is happening in the mutual 
exchange o f student s betwee n IIT , Delh i an d th e Universit y o f 
Massachusetts. Th e America n studen t pay s th e America n fe e an d th e 
Delhi students pay the Indian fee . 

Quality of foreign students Th e genuine interes t in admitting foreig n 
students i s balance d b y considerabl e concer n abou t th e qualit y o f 
students seeking admission. Neither th e faculty no r administrators ar e 
interested i n admittin g poo r qualit y students . A  preferenc e ha s bee n 
indicated fo r matur e postgraduat e student s wh o com e wit h a  specifi c 
objective, preferabl y sponsore d b y a n employer . I t i s felt , however , 
some selectio n procedur e shoul d b e evolved s o tha t ther e i s check o n 
the quality of student intake. 

There is a wide variation in the standard o f education and prepared -
ness of the students who come from th e various countries. Many facul -
ties have observed tha t the undergraduate students in general are weak 
in the basic fundamentals o f Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics . One 
reason coul d b e tha t th e standar d o f educatio n i n th e hig h school s of 
these countries i s not up to mark. The other reason could be tha t good 
quality students are not enrolling for studies here. 

In this connection, a question arise s whether i t would b e possible to 
match the quality of students to the standards of education imparted. In 
India, there is a wide variation i n the standards of education provide d 
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by the different type s of technical institutions. The five IITs have a very 
high standar d an d ar e geare d t o th e capabilitie s o f th e crea m o f th e 
student population . Thes e ar e admitte d throug h a  ver y difficul t an d 
highly competitiv e Join t Entranc e Examinatio n (JEE ) conducte d a s a 
common examination for the five IITs. 

It was reported that , as an experiment, the JEE papers were adminis-
tered t o student s o f Californi a Institut e o f Technology , b y on e o f th e 
teachers. It was found tha t few could perform creditably . That was not 
because th e student s wer e no t good , bu t becaus e JE E require s a 
thorough preparation . Such a preparation itsel f gives the IIT students a 
head start . Because foreign student s have not come through th e drill of 
JEE, they begin with a  serious handicap. They are unable t o cope with 
IIT standard s righ t fro m th e ver y beginning . Th e situatio n i s simila r 
with regard to other prestigious technical universities like UOR. 

The data o n th e performance o f foreig n students , as reported i n th e 
case study on IIT, Delhi, showed tha t a number of students left withou t 
completing their course. Discussion with foreign student s revealed tha t 
some student s lef t voluntaril y because the y wer e unable t o cope wit h 
the hig h academi c standard s an d pressures . Ther e hav e als o bee n 
instances wher e th e students wer e force d t o withdraw a s the institut e 
regulations di d no t permi t student s t o continu e i n th e cours e i f the y 
failed t o mak e th e require d grades . Th e foreig n student s hav e bee n 
permitted a  slo w pac e an d the y hav e ofte n take n abou t si x year s t o 
complete th e course , whereas almos t al l th e India n student s complet e 
the same course in the prescribed minimum of four years. 

In th e UO R n o separat e analysi s o f th e performanc e o f foreig n 
students was available. The observations of the faculty , however , wer e 
very simila r t o the experience o f IIT , Delhi. It ha s also been observe d 
that th e self-financin g student s ar e comparativel y les s competent aca -
demically. These students are unable to cope with the studies and fail to 
complete th e requirements . Terminatin g thei r registratio n create s 
human problems, as these students have spent all their money and they 
have nowhere to go. 

There i s a genera l feelin g tha t th e performance o f foreig n postgrad -
uate student s i s bette r tha n tha t o f foreig n undergraduat e students . 
Most o f th e latte r hav e obtaine d thei r firs t degre e fro m a n India n 
university. Ofte n the y ar e matur e person s wh o ar e workin g i n som e 
organisation and have been sponsored fo r a specific purpose . 

In discussion, foreign student s accepted tha t they did find i t difficul t 
to cope wit h th e hig h standar d o f educatio n i n th e IIT s and tha t the y 
were no t abl e t o compet e wit h India n students . O n th e graduat e 
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programme, th e pressur e i s ver y high . The y fai l i n th e firs t semeste r 
itself, unable to keep up wit h the academic pressure which start s fro m 
day one . Thi s totall y demoralise s the m an d th e academi c handica p 
becomes cumulative, as there is no time to make up for th e deficiency . 
Though remedia l programme s ar e offered , the y fin d i t difficul t t o 
manage simultaneously both the regular assignments and th e remedia l 
programme. Academi c failur e lead s t o man y othe r problems . Thes e 
students d o no t mi x freel y wit h th e mor e competen t India n students , 
and fee l isolated . Further , thi s ha s a  negativ e psychologica l impac t 
affecting thei r self-concept . Sometimes , thi s lead s t o disciplin e 
problems. 

Poor comman d o f th e Englis h language , whic h i s th e mediu m o f 
instruction i n thes e technica l institutions , i s anothe r proble m whic h 
compounds the issue. 

Some suggestion s hav e bee n mad e fo r handlin g thi s problem. On e 
obvious solution  i s providin g remedia l o r bridg e course s fo r thes e 
students. The questions ar e where , when an d wh o woul d provid e th e 
remedial programme ? Discussion s wit h II T and Roorke e facult y indi -
cate tha t the y ar e neithe r interested , no r hav e th e tim e no r th e moti -
vation t o provid e suc h a  service . I t i s reported tha t som e student s d o 
take hel p fro m outsid e agencie s a t a n exorbitan t cost . I t woul d b e 
worthwhile examining the feasibility o f identifying a n externa l agenc y 
who could provide this service. 

There ar e ver y hig h qualit y prestigiou s school s i n Indi a whic h 
prepare the students for engineering education. Foreign students might 
benefit b y enrolling i n thes e school s for a  year . During thi s time , they 
could improv e both thei r subjec t an d languag e proficiency . Settin g u p 
remedial coachin g laboratorie s usin g educationa l technolog y an d 
language laboratorie s migh t hel p t o bridg e th e ga p t o som e extent . 
Alternatively th e foreig n student s coul d b e give n a  slo w pace d 
programme giving them more time to complete their courses. 

In any case, as other writers in this book have stressed, proper coun-
selling about the differential standard s of education in the various insti-
tutions i n th e country i s important. Give n th e choice, foreign student s 
would like to study in high-prestige institutions as these are recognised 
as institutions of excellence all over the world and have a better marke t 
value. Yet, in thei r ow n interest , i t i s better t o direct the m t o an insti -
tution wher e the y wil l hav e a  goo d chanc e o f completin g th e cours e 
successfully. The choice is between better assurance of completion in an 
institution wit h les s demandin g standard s an d th e ris k o f non -
completion in a more demanding one. In either case, it would be better 
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to select, at the beginning itself, the right type of students. 
Selection of foreign students  Fo r th e grou p admissio n o f foreig n 

students, th e UO R conducte d it s ow n examination s a t th e countrie s 
concerned and 'selected ' the best of those who took the examination. As 
regards the Government of India cultural exchange sponsored students , 
and self-financin g students , the institutions in the country have no say 
in the quality of students being admitted. The equivalence of the quali-
fying examinatio n i n th e respectiv e countrie s i s verifie d t o chec k 
against th e entry requirement , bu t th e experience i s that thi s does no t 
give any indicatio n abou t th e actual leve l of competence o f individua l 
students. I t ha s bee n suggeste d tha t Indi a shoul d conduc t it s ow n 
examination t o scree n th e students . Foreig n student s agree d tha t thi s 
would giv e the m a n indicatio n o f th e standar d require d an d the y 
would com e prepared . Th e logistic s o f conductin g a n examinatio n 
outside th e countr y appea r formidable , however . A s a n alternative , 
these student s ma y b e aske d t o tak e internationall y recognise d stan -
dard test s like SAT, GRE, GMAT, etc, and admissions may be based o n 
such scores. 

Another issue relating to the selection of foreign student s pertains to 
the procedure adopted. This has already been discussed in Chapter 6. It 
may be noted her e that where an MOU exists between identified insti -
tutions, the admission process is smooth. Clear guidelines, criteria an d 
procedures ar e laid dow n i n the MOUs and thi s makes the process of 
admission easy. For decentralised admissio n to succeed, the capabilities 
of institution s i n Indi a fo r foreig n student s shoul d firs t b e identified . 
Specific institutio n buildin g scheme s shoul d b e institute d t o enhanc e 
the capacity to train foreign students . 

The IITs and othe r apex institution s hav e th e required capacit y an d 
competence. The problems li e lower down th e vast and varie d syste m 
of technica l highe r education , wher e inadequacie s ar e alread y experi -
enced by Indian students. If the apex institutions are to relate to the rest 
of th e system , ther e i s a  clea r nee d fo r capacity-strengthenin g i n th e 
colleges, t o serv e bot h India n an d an y foreig n students . Th e compo -
nents o f a  coherent strateg y fo r developin g capacit y hav e been identi -
fied earlier in this book. 

Reflections 
India's Institute s o f Technology an d Technica l Universitie s comprise a 
unique asse t withi n th e nation's higher education , which i s of demon -
strable benefit t o its scientific and economic development. They are also 
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an asse t t o world scholarshi p an d ar e in a  very particula r wa y India' s 
contribution t o a n internationa l commonwealt h o f scholars . The y 
should thu s giv e Indi a a n advantag e whe n i t come s t o internationa l 
student mobility . Foreig n graduate s o f thes e institution s shoul d 
certainly b e abl e t o enhanc e India' s reputation , bot h generall y an d i n 
the fiel d o f highe r education , an d th e goodwil l mentione d earlie r 
should certainly be generated by them. 

The stud y o f studen t mobilit y i n India' s technologica l institution s 
showed tha t ther e i s stil l unde r utilisatio n o f availabl e potentia l fo r 
training foreig n students . Th e to p institution s have , i n general , a 
favourable disposition towards admitting them. At the same time, there 
is considerable concer n abou t th e quality o f candidate s wh o currentl y 
present themselve s fo r admission . Way s and mean s hav e t o be foun d 
for attractin g goo d qualit y student s an d thu s matchin g th e calibr e of 
students coming in to the standard o f higher education imparted . 

The startin g poin t woul d b e a  clea r policy , both governmenta l an d 
institutional. Strategies on admission procedures , finance an d informa -
tion must also be put in place, along lines suggested i n earlier chapters. 
Information i s essential i f potential applicant s are to have an awarenes s 
of wha t Indi a ha s t o offe r i n high-clas s technologica l education . Onl y 
when awarenes s spreads , wil l scholarship opportunitie s be fully take n 
up by foreign student s and wil l the foreigners who come to the IITs and 
the technological universitie s wil l be able to compete with thei r India n 
counterparts an d provid e challeng e an d stimulu s t o bot h fello w 
students and teachers . 

Only whe n thi s happen s wil l Indi a begi n t o capitalis e o n a  majo r 
asset in Commonwealth highe r education and wil l the Commonwealth 
itself rea p benefit . Becaus e o f thes e institutions ' importanc e i s i t to o 
visionary t o sugges t th e possibilit y o f a  Commonwealt h Institut e o f 
Technology, to be set up in India along the lines of the Asian Institute of 
Technology i n Bangkok? Such an Institute would gai n from bein g par t 
of the IIT network, but would perhaps be in a stronger position to cater 
to the needs of international students . 
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